FAMILY & COMMUNITY RELATIONS | ECYF 231

Instructor Name: Instructor
Instructor Contact Information:

Email: instructor@bsu.edu Telephone: (...) ... - ...
Office Hours: (One Day 11a — 12p) by Program/Department:
appointment. Early Childhood Youth & Family Studies

COURSE INFORMATION

Course Description: Explores important and complex roles of families in the educational
development of young children. Factors affecting family-child, family-community, and child-
community interactions and skills are studied and related to the educational process.

Prerequisites: None

Engagement:

The student will be involved in community entities (i.e., poverty simulation, interviews, and/or
voluntary service) that promotes connections with diversity. Note: If opportunities arise. Guest
speakers will be invited in to enhance and encourage community partnerships.

Expertise:

The students will gain a broader perspective of families and communities and will be equipped with
a variety of strategies (l.e., Welcome Letters, Newsletters, Family-Teacher Conferences, Researching
Community partnerships) Necessary for building family/Community partnerships of trust and
respect.

Context:

The students will understand the diverse context (l.e., Family patterns, SES, Religion and Culture)
which influence children’s growth and development. The candidate will also understand how
positive partnerships with the family are necessary to foster optimum development and academic
success for all children.

Rationale:
The importance of learning how to effectively communicate with families and Community agencies
is crucial for quality programming

Content:
=  The value of family partnership
= The Historical and Contemporary Perspectives of theFamily
= Changing Family Roles and Structures
= Influences on the Changing Family
= Family Stressors: poverty, abuse, violence, homelessness, and drug/alcohol abuse
= The Role of theTeacher
=  The Role of the School/Community
= Cultural and Religious Diversity in Families

Ries - Revised 08/23/2025



HIIM: (High Impact Immersive Learning) — Building lessons for a community partner
Student Learning Outcomes:
= Students will explain (a) new or different perspective(s) as a result of learning from or with
diverse communities or cultures.
= Students will create conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than

one field of study or perspective
= Students will create a constructive collaborative climate.

=  Students will apply previous knowledge or skills to demonstrate comprehension and
performance in novel situations.

Course Goals / Learning Outcomes: Learning outcomes are competency-based and measurable.

As your instructor, | assume that each of you will bring your own questions to this course and will
pursue answers to those questions. | invite you to take in all that you can in this course and make
use of it in ways that help you to get answers to, or further develop, your own questions. I'll treat
this class as a journey for all of us. Therefore, changes to assignments may occur. The amount of
time that we will spend together over the course of the semester only allows us to begin our inquiry
and learning journey together into the interdisciplinary field of community & family engagement
learning methods in education. As you gain further academic and professional experience, my hope
is that you will continue to reflect upon the significance of this framework, and the rich ways that it
can inform future policies, advocacy, and practice.

Learning Outcomes & Objectives:

= Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

= |dentify and articulate your own assumptions about Family and Community
education/involvement from a historical and contemporary perspective.

=  Articulate in writing and in discussion the main components of each of the theories and
topics that we will cover throughout the semester.

= |dentify and articulate an understanding of the diversity in family patterns throughout the
semester.

= Demonstrate an understanding of the role, of the teacher, in establishing a partnership with
families.

= Demonstrate an understanding of the role, of the family, in establishing a partnership with
the teacher and school.

= Demonstrate an understanding of the role, of the school and community in establishing a
partnership with families.

=  Compare the theories with your own assumptions about learning and development.

= Connect these theories and topics to your work (or projected work) in the field.

= Engage in a knowledgeable and productive dialogue with colleagues about family and
community within educational practices.

Course Objectives for 231
INTASC Principles will be emphasized in the content and experiences of this course. Click the link for
review: https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/licensing/intasc.pdf

NAEYC STANDARDS:
All NAEYC standards will be addressed in this course.
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Click link for review: https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/10-naeyc-program-standards#1

Emphasis on these principles and standards

INTASC:

Standard 1: Learner Development

Standard 3: Learning Environments

Standard 5: Application of Content

Standard 7: Planning for Instruction

Standard 9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practices

NAEYC:

Standard 1: Relationships

Standard 7: Families

Standard 8: Community Relationships

Conceptual Framework

Each student is required to be familiar with and understand our conceptual framework That
framework can be accessed at:
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/teachers-college/become-a-teacher
To fully understand your program and success as a future educator, you must be aware of this
information.

Course Modality / Structure: ECYF 231 course content will be delivered face to face, in class where
attendance is mandatory and plays a crucial role in your grade. The class is a firm, weekly time
commitment that cannot be rescheduled or attended by Zoom. There are No Zoom options.
*There are many in-class assignments which cause for engagement with others to complete.
Session 1 meets T, Th from 8a — 9:15a. Session 2 meets T, Th from 9:30a — 10:45a

Course Time Commitment: It is expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study
time outside of class for every one hour in class.

The rule of thumb for university coursework is to expect 2-3 hours of work outside of class sessions
per week for every credit in which you are enrolled. This means that you should expect to need 4-6
hours outside of scheduled seminars each week to complete course requirements. Reserving this
time in your weekly schedule to complete course requirements will help you be successful.

COURSE MATERIALS

Although there is not a required text for this course there are many required readings, videos, Ted
Talks, journals, documentaries etc. Students will be provided chapter readings from Home, School
&Community Relations. Additional supplemental readings will be provided by the course instructor
as needed.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS

Completing the course requirements does not automatically result in an A grade. An A grade is
earned only by satisfying the highest standards set for each of the assignments. The grade scale is
included below.
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Grading Scale:

The Early Childhood courses use a common grading scale to assess the performance of teacher
candidates in their preservice licensure program. Consistency in awarding grades across the early
childhood courses establishes a common standard of evaluation and expectation through which
students can reliably assess their academic performance. The scale is academically rigorous,
indicating the expectation for excellence in scholarship within the early childhood field.

A 94% — 100% B- | 80%—-83% D+ | 67%—69%
A- 90% —93% C+ |77%—-79% D 64% — 66%
B+ | 87%—89%% C 74% — 76% D- | 60%—-63%
B 84% — 86% C- |70%-73% F BELOW 60%

Grade Appeal Policy: If you wish to appeal your final grade or have any questions about your grades
throughout the semester, please contact me right away. If we do not reach an agreement, you have
the right to formally appeal your grade (see www.bsu.edu/studentrights/gradeappeal).

COURSE STATEMENTS AND POLICIES

Attendance & Participation:

Simply not showing up for course-related activities is not an option. It is important that you devote
the time and attention deserving of any job that you may hold. Thus, the following are non-
negotiable. You must plan (with a classmate/group member) to learn about what was missed and,
for project work, to do your part of the work in a timely manner. Each absence or tardy greatly
affects what you will learn this semester and missing course-related activities has consequences for
your future success. If you miss a class, you will miss the information | taught that session (this
includes handouts and lectures that are not posted on Canvas). It is your responsibility to get notes,
handouts, or other materials from a classmate. Do not email me with questions such as “Did | miss
anything in class?” as the answer is always “yes”, and it is your responsibility to catch up via peers.

It is expected that you will come to class on time and prepared for each course session and that you
will participate fully in class discussions and activities. Preparation suggests that you will have read
assigned material, attempted to make sense of the main ideas contained in readings, and written
down questions related to ideas that remain unclear or that you would like to talk more about in
class. | understand that participation takes many different forms; however, if you don’t participate
you won'’t get much out of the course. Participation suggests that you will ask and respond to
guestions raised in class, analyze, and reflect on your own experiences and how they shape your
understanding of course material, and push yourself and others in the class to broaden their
perspectives. As a matter of professional courtesy—to notify the course instructor before class
begins.

Faculty are required to establish attendance policies for their courses and ensure that they
communicate these policies through their course syllabi. In some cases, faculty may be asked to
provide the last date of attendance for a student in association with financial aid requirement.
Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines and follow those
guidelines. Course attendance policies must be consistent with university policy. The University has
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several specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different areas. Explore
Ball State course attendance policies.

Note: Zoom is not an option for missing class

More specifically:

=  When you are absent, you must still turn in assignments and do all readings on time. You are
responsible for getting any missed notes and handouts from colleagues and Canvas.

= Excessive absences or tardiness/early departures (more than three) will require a meeting
with me to discuss issues that may be affecting your commitment to the education
profession and may result in a lowered final grade of one step on the grading scale (e.g., B to
C). You are responsible for setting up this meeting. If you do not, your grade will be lowered
automatically without consultation.

= Chronic patterns of partial (i.e., tardiness, early departures) and/or full absences from
course-related activities [especially after our meeting] may result in further deductions to
your final grade (e.g., an additional step on the grading scale) and/or course failure.

= Due to the nature of professional development, it may not be possible to make up work
that was completed during the course-related activity you missed. If it is not possible, it may
result in further deductions to your final grade (e.g., an additional step on the grading scale)
and/or course failure.

= There may be an opportunity for learning assignment offered. Notification will be given.

The University has several specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within
different areas. Explore Ball State course attendance policies.

Participation Policy
= This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular
collaboration and communication. A portion of this course takes place at a preschool.
= |tis recommended that you log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official
Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class.
= Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates.

Be mentally present. Silence and put away your cell phones during class. You may take notes in a
physical notebook, cell phone or laptops during class when instructed by the instructor.

Come to class prepared and ready to participate. Being prepared for seminars and project work is
foundational to your learning. For example, it is important that you (a) bring all needed materials to
all course-related activities and (b) complete required activities (e.g., readings, assignments) listed
on the course schedule before the start of the scheduled class session.

Engaging with assigned texts and course material outside of class in productive ways will only
enhance your in-class experience. Your course and future success are dependent on “close reading”
of the readings listed on the course schedule. This means that simply skimming the readings is
insufficient. Instead, careful study and thoughtful consideration of the readings is needed. You are
expected to complete and bring all assignments to class each week.

Engage in respectful ways. | will work to create a safe, trusting space in which you share your
developing teaching practice and thinking. | encourage you to learn from the background and
experiences of your classmates and to be open to fielding and responding to questions aimed at
developing a better understanding of individuals from different linguistic, cultural, and academic
backgrounds.
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Contribution & Professionalism. Being present and prepared are necessary but not sufficient
foundations for successful learning. It is also vital that you actively contribute to the professional
learning community. This includes, but is not limited to:

Do your share of the work.

Speak up (e.g., answer questions, share your experiences and thinking, and ask questions) in
one-on-one, small-group, and whole-group contexts.

Use active listening strategies (e.g., eye contact).

Listen to and build on the contributions of your classmates in one-on-one, small-group, and
whole-group contexts.

Support your classmates (e.g., answering their questions, inviting them to talk).

Feedback Policy

| will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 48 hours weekdays
(Monday-Saturday) | keep the sabbath, so | normally do not respond on Sundays or
Holidays. Also, | normally do not respond after 6p on any day.

| will read every discussion post, but | will not always personally comment on posts.

| will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 10 business days
of submission, depending on the final due dates.

Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class.

Ethical Principles & Standards

https://myacpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Ethical Principles Standards.pdf

Communication Policy

General Course Policies and Expectations

Communication: We will use email and our course Canvas to communicate between classes and
post assignments, so you will need to check them regularly.

Please observe the following guidelines for email use:

Think before you send an email to the course instructor. Ask yourself: Have | checked
existing resources (e.g., the course syllabus, class notes) to see if they answer the question?
Is there a classmate | could ask? Is email the best forum for this question?

Be cautious about sending very long emails. If the email is long, there is likely a better way,
such as in-person, phone, or Zoom to communicate with the instructor.

Make the heading of each email informative and specific. Include 231.1 or 231.2 whichever
course you're in.

Watch for email tone.

Present yourself professionally in email. This is a course taught in a professional program.
Emails in the course should reflect that. Read over your emails for clarity and mechanics
before sending.

Respond to any individual or small group emails you receive.

It may take 24-48 hours to receive a response at certain times during the semester. If you
have not received a response after 48 hours, feel free to resend the email with RESEND
added to the original heading.

Remember that any of your comments may be misinterpreted

Be careful with humor and sarcasm. The recipient is someone whose culture language and
humor may have different points of reference from your own.
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= Be as specific as possible about the problem or question you have. Make sure you give the
instructor a detailed account of a problem including the date and time you experienced it.
= Please refer to the instructor by the last name

Late Assignment Policy

= All assignments are due by 11:59p EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated.

= Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter grade
for each day late.

= |nternet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work
on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local
library or borrowing a peer's computer.

= You have one (1) permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, to which you can turn
in one assignment 24 hours late.

= Canvas will not accept assighments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class.

Assignment Submission Policy
e All assignments should be submitted as APA - Word documents unless otherwise indicated
in the assignment description.
e Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link in
the module.
e Do Not send late assignments via email or in the grading messaging portal without
approval from the instructor.

Grading Policy

It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your
learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetence, | will be the key
decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, consult the
Ball State website.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are
welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve.
We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge and
through university resources found at the Multicultural Center website. For Bias Incident Response
information, visit the Bias Incident Reporting website or email mc2@bsu.edu.

Disability Services Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommaodations because of a disability, please contact Disability
Services as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293

or dsd@bsu.edu.
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Ball State Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an
institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its
credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative
performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values
the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Plagiarism Policy
Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assighnments, you must work
independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.
Potential Violations
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
=  Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
= Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
= Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
= Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
=  Fraudulent submission of work.
=  Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
= Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
=  Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
=  Soliciting others to complete work for you.
= Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.
The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries provides you with a great foundation in
Academic Integrity.

Plagiarism Detection

The campus subscribes to SimCheck, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need
to submit written assignments to SimCheck. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and
for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to
participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic
means to verify the originality of their work.

Personal Integrity in Your Class

Personal integrity in the educational environment is called academic integrity. It reflects your
character (i.e., honesty, fairness, respectfulness) and professionalism. Thus, when completing
assignments, it is expected that the work is uniquely yours and that if any other work is used, these
sources will be cited according to the standards communicated in your course.

Ball State University is committed to academic integrity, as shared in the course catalog. You are
responsible for clarifying with your instructor if you are still determining assignment expectations.
Students may take overt actions (intentional) or make judgment errors (unintentional) that are
determined to violate academic integrity and can have serious consequences. This is often called
academic dishonesty.

Specific types of academic dishonesty, such as plagiarism, can be found in the Code of Student
Rights & Responsibilities: Student Responsibilities, section A. Additionally, support is available
through the Learning Center and the Library: Academic Integrity - Plagiarism and Citation -
Statewide to guide you in acting with academic integrity.

Ries - Revised 08/23/2025


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
http://www.lib.unc.edu/instruct/plagiarism/

Listed below are examples of academic dishonesty that are particularly relevant to this course:

- Copying and pasting from resources (such as Al-generated answers, copying from the textbook or
other sources). If suspected, your instructor will assign a zero and require an on-camera meeting via
Zoom or an in-person meeting on campus.

- Copying or using someone else's work, such as a classmate or former student.

Students are strongly encouraged to click the link above to review standard College policies.

- The instructor in this course will use the Grammarly when grading assignments. Grammarly detects
plagiarism, and students can immediately see what percentage of their paper may be plagiarized. If
your paper is returned with a high rate, such as 10% or more, your instructor will likely have a
meeting with you. I encourage all students to download the free version of Grammarly.

- If cheating or plagiarism is suspected, students will receive a zero for the assignment. The
instructor will request a meeting, and the determination of the following steps will be discussed.
These steps may include a warning, additional educational resources on academic integrity, or in
severe cases, disciplinary action as per the College's policies. It's crucial to understand that academic
dishonesty is a serious matter and can have lasting consequences on your academic journey.

More on the Use of Generative Al Tools

Use of Al Tools: This course permits you to use artificial intelligence (Al) tools, such as chatbots, text
generators, paraphrasers, summarizers, or solvers, to get guidance on assignments, as long as you
do so ethically and responsibly. It's important to remember that these tools are not a replacement
for your independent thinking. For instance, you can use a text generator to help structure your
essay, but you should not use it to write the entire essay. Essentially, these tools are ways to help
you learn but not to entirely create work for assignments like discussion board posts, essays,
presentation slides, and so on. Al is more like your tutor or TA, not a replacement for independent
thinking.

This means that you must:

- Do Not use Al tools to replace your thinking or analysis or avoid engaging with the course content.
- Cite or explain any Al tools you use. Provide the name of the Al tool, the date of access, the URL of
the interface, and the specific prompt or query you used to generate the output.

- Be transparent and honest about how you used the Al tool and how it contributed to your
assignment. Please explain what you learned from the Al tool, how you verified its accuracy and
reliability, how you integrated its output with your work, and how you acknowledged its limitations
and biases.

You are accountable for any mistakes or errors made by the Al tool. Always check and edit the
output before submitting your work. If you discover any inaccuracies or inconsistencies in the
production after submission, notify the instructor immediately and correct them as soon as possible.

Using Al tools in an unethical or irresponsible manner, such as copying or paraphrasing the output
without citation or transparency, using the output as your work without verification or integration,
or using the output to misrepresent your knowledge or skills, is considered a form of academic
dishonesty and will result in a zero grade for the assignment and possible disciplinary action. If you
have any questions about what constitutes ethical and responsible use of Al tools, please consult
with the instructor before submitting your work.
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CANVAS AND STUDENT PRIVACY

Canvas Accessibility

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid
to making Canvas screen readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible
content pages (i.e., text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited
customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the
Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the
Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

FERPA and Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your
records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory
information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to
restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA
and Privacy and Protection.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to
use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on
your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go

to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a
week: however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills
tutoring.

Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments.

To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or
just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the Navigate Student app.

The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, chemistry, and
biology. Check our website for more information.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received
the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning
Center.

For more information about all of our programming visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-
285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu.

Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC

Additional Services

There are a wide variety of support services offered through the University. Here are the links:
Counseling Center. Click the link for many opportunities.

Cardinal Kitchen Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University's campus food pantry. The pantry is
located in the lower level of the Student Center, Room L-27 and is available for use to all
undergraduate and graduate students.
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student success services. Click the link for many opportunities.

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep,
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs

Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to
students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on

one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

Due to the sensitive nature of some content in this course, recording or copying any content is
prohibited without a disclosed copy within an IEP. While disclosure is not legally required, it's often
considered a good practice, particularly in sensitive situations or when anticipating potential legal
issues.

THE SYLLABUS & SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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