Ball State University
Department of Social Work

SOCW 640: Social Work Practice Evaluation and Analysis (3 Credits)
					
	Section: 881
	Instructor: Jessica Curd, PhD, LCSW  

	Semester and Year: Summer 2026
	Office: Virtual

	Meeting Time: 6:00 PM – 7:50 PM 
	Office Hours: By Appointment 

	Days:	Tuesdays 
	Phone: 812-560-5277

	Room: Zoom room https://bsu.zoom.us/my/jessica.curd?pwd=ULlW0y5QGLimyoPAXZVG89yLxZ3vXc.1

	Email: jessica.curd@bsu.edu



COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course furthers the knowledge, skills, and values students develop in the foundation-year research methodology and design course. Students will apply their knowledge and skills in research to evaluate practice effectiveness in their specialization area or topic of interest. Students will complete a single subject project that is sensitive to a consumer’s needs and demonstrates cultural sensitivity. 

COURSE RATIONALE

Social work practitioners must remain accountable to the profession and the clients they serve. This practice evaluation course provides graduate level social work practitioners with the conceptual and technical skills required to effectively address professional accountability through the use of single-subject research. The course provides specific information and techniques for monitoring and evaluating service delivery to increase the likelihood of positive outcomes for clients. The content of the course requires students to assess and critically review existing information for use in designing, implementing, and evaluating direct practice interventions. 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK

Richards, S. B. (2018) Single subject research: Applications in educational settings (3rd ed.).  Boston, MA: Cengage. 

Salkind, N. J.  (2022). Statistics for people who think they hate statistics: Using Microsoft Excel, 5th Ed. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage.


COURSE OBJECTIVES

As a result of successfully completing this course, students will be able to:

(1) Use multi-strategy evaluation practices for measuring client outcomes. 

(2) Critically synthesize and translate therapeutic outcomes. 

(3)  Use quantitative and qualitative data for decision-making and generation of new practice knowledge. 

(4) Negotiate mutually agreed outcomes to measure client success. 

(5) Collect and synthesize data using innovative and/or technology-based approaches. 

(6) Select intervention strategies based on assessment standards, research methodologies, and best practice guidelines. 

(7) Critically analyze, monitor, and evaluate intervention processes using single subject methods. 

(8) Apply evaluation findings to improve practice effectiveness in therapeutic and leadership roles. 

TEACHING METHOD/CLASS FORMAT

Class takes place synchronously online. The use of lectures, videos, class discussion, and interactive activities will support student learning. Students are expected to complete all reading materials, participate in lectures, and actively engage in interactive activities. 

Materials for this class will all be placed on Canvas.  Students are expected to frequent the course Canvas page weekly to check announcements from the instructor and/or download course materials.  

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS

Due dates are noted on the syllabus. Details regarding each assignment will be on Canvas and discussed during lectures. 

CITI Human Subjects Training Certificate (25 points) 
For this assignment students will complete the ethical research training provided by the CITI Group.  Students will complete the training for Human Subjects Research with the Social and Behavioral Research focus.  Full instructions for completing this assignment are available on Canvas.   

Discussion Board Posts: 80 Points (10 Points Each) 

From week one through week 8 you will have a required discussion board post. Each post will contain a series of questions that require your response. These questions might be in response to class materials, a case vignette, or supplemental readings. Each post will require you to cite using appropriate peer-reviewed resources. There is no set length for a discussion board response. You must simply answer the question with the level of depth and breadth you deem necessary.

You will also need to respond to the post of at least one of your classmates. This response should go beyond a simple “good job” or “I agree with your thoughts.” Your thorough participation (e.g., making comments, posting questions, and adding feedback) is necessary for your success on these posts. Initial posts are due Sunday by 11:59 p.m. on the due date and follow-up posts are due by 11:59 p.m. that Wednesday. 

I will evaluate based on the quality of your writing, the critical thought displayed in your original post, the level of detail in your response to a classmate, and the timely submission of your posts.  

Quizzes: 80 Points (20 Points Each)

You will complete four quizzes for this course. All quizzes are open-book. You will have 45 minutes to complete each quiz (however, I doubled this to 90 minutes to be as inclusive and accommodating as possible). This should give you plenty of time. You will complete each quiz on Canvas. The quizzes will test your understanding and application of key terms as well as critical thinking skills. Quizzes will include multiple choice and true/false questions. 

Single Subject Research Project (200 Points)

The primary goal of this project is to learn how to complete a practice evaluation. This includes data analysis involving your practice evaluation. We will discuss this project consistently throughout the semester, which should provide you the comfort and support needed to excel. 

Part One (5 points): Students will select a social work topic to use for their practice evaluation. I strongly encourage everyone to select a topic of interest to their personal or professional lives. This will allow the project to have more meaning and a deeper connection to your values. You will share your topic and receive my approval during our second virtual lecture, in addition to posting in a discussion.

You must please have a topic selected by the start of week two.

Part Two (50 points): Students will complete a literature review regarding their selected topic. The literature review should summarize current, peer-reviewed articles from the last five years. A minimum of eight peer-reviewed sources must be included. These sources should come from the library tools available through the Ball State University website. I will demonstrate where to access resources during a virtual lecture. Remember, the College of Health has a librarian who can help you access resources if needed. I am also available for consultation. 

Your written literature review should be seven pages, double-spaced, with 12 point font. You should also include a cover page and reference list. You must use correct APA guidelines throughout. It is highly encouraged that you do not write about each article separately. You should try your best to integrate articles together. For instance, as you read the sources look for similar themes that you could identify as headings or subheadings. Discussing articles in this format will help you make deeper connections between the readings. I will provide samples of literature reviews in Canvas. 

Please submit a draft of your literature review by the end of week four.

Part Three (10 points): Once you submit the draft of your literature review, I will provide a blind copy (removing your name) of your work to a classmate. Your classmate, along with me, will provide constructive feedback on your literature review. This is no different than if you were submitting a literature review for publication in a journal. Both your classmate and me will use track changes and comments in Microsoft Word to share our feedback. This will include both strengths and areas for growth. This activity is meant to help you improve the writing process and your ability to provide educational support to one another. 

Please submit your literature review feedback by the end of week five.

Part Four (15 points): You will identify a local agency in your community (or neighboring communities) that offers services related to your topic. You will draft a two-page memo to this agency outlining how you would use single subject research to help them evaluate client outcomes. This memo should address the following: (1) an introduction to single subject research, (2) what services you could evaluate using single subject research, and (3) what the agency could gain through your efforts. 

You must submit your two-page memo by the end of week six. 

Part Five (40 points): You will submit a rough draft of your proposed research evaluation. This evaluation should take into consideration all of the following. (1) What is your single subject research question(s)? (2) Are you going to use a quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-method approach? (3) What are your independent and dependent variable(s)? (4) What is your data collection plan? (5) What ethical considerations must you consider? (6) How will you analyze the data? (7) How will you present the data? There is no page limit for this section of the project. Again, your goal is to cover these items with the amount of depth and breadth needed. 

You must submit your proposed research evaluation by the end of week seven.

Part Six (80 points): You will submit the final draft of your project, which includes incorporated feedback from ALL prior parts. 

You must submit your final project by the end of week nine. 


GRADING PROCEDURES

The final course grade will be based upon the total points earned by a student. Assignments will be compared against the established grading criteria for each assignment and the quality of each assignment. The student is responsible for completing the assignments necessary to receive his/her goal grade.  The grading scale for this course is below:  


4

A	95-100%
A-	91-94%
B+	87-90%
B	84-86%
B-	81-83%
C+	77-80%
C	74-76%
C-	70-73%
D+	67-69%
D	64-66%
D-	60-63%
F	Below 60% 


	Assignment
	Due Date
	Points Possible
	Your Grade

	Single Subject Design Project Discussion 
	5/17
	10
	

	Discussion Board Week Two
	5/24
	10
	

	Quiz One
	5/24
	20
	

	Single Subject Research Project Part One
	5/31
	5
	

	CITI Human Subjects Training
	5/31
	25
	

	Discussion Board Week Three
	5/31
	10
	

	Discussion Board Week Four
	6/7
	10
	

	Quiz Two
	6/7
	20
	

	Single Subject Research Project Part Two
	6/7
	50
	

	Discussion Board Week Five
	6/14
	10
	

	Single Subject Research Project Part Three
	6/14
	10
	

	Discussion Board Week Six
	6/21
	10
	

	Quiz Three
	6/21
	20
	

	Single Subject Research Project Part Four
	6/21
	15
	

	Discussion Board Week Seven
	6/28
	10
	

	Single Subject Research Project Part Five
	6/28
	40
	

	Discussion Board Week Eight
	7/5
	10
	

	Quiz Four
	7/5
	20
	

	Single Subject Research Project Part Six 
	7/12
	80
	

	Poster Presentation
	7/17
	40
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	425
	


COURSE AGENDA

	DATE
	TOPIC(S)
	READING(S) AND ASSIGNMENT(S)

	
Week One

Class Date: 5/12

	
· Historical Perspectives of Single Subject Research
· Basic Concepts and Definitions 
· Research Notations 
· Graphing Data


	
Readings:
· Richards (Chapter One) (not required for this week’s discussion post)

Assignments:
· Single Subject Design Project Discussion (due 5/17)


	
Week Two 

Class Date: 5/19
	
· Methods for Increasing Target Behaviors  
· Methods for Maintaining Target Behaviors 
· Methods for Decreasing Target Behaviors
· Culturally Competence with Single Subject Research 

	Readings:
· Richards (Chapters One (review) and Two)
Assignments: 
· Discussion Board Week Two (due 5/24) 
· Quiz One (due 5/24)
· Single Subject Research Project Part One (due 5/31)


	
Week Three 

Class Dare: 5/26
	
· Identifying Observable and Measurable Behaviors 
· Evidence-Based Methods for Recording Behaviors 
· Time-Based Methods for Recording Behaviors 
· Data in the Educational Process

	
Readings:
· Richards (Chapter Three)

Assignment: 
· CITI Human Subjects Training (due 5/31)
· Discussion Board Week Three (due 5/31) 


	
Week Four

Class Date: 6/2
	
· The Concepts of Predication, Verification, and Replication 
· Reliability and Validity 
· Ethical Concerns with Single Subject Research 


	
Reading:
· Richards (Chapter Four)

Assignments: 
· Discussion Board Week Four (due 6/7) 
· Quiz Two (due 6/7)
· Single Subject Research Project Part Two (due 6/7)


	
Week Five

Class Date: 6/9
	
· Defining Action Research 
· Steps to Completing Action Research 
· Withdrawal Designs 

	
Readings:
· Richards (Chapter Five)
· Richards (Chapter Six) 

Assignments: 
· Discussion Board Week Five (due 6/14) 
· Single Subject Research Project Part Three (due 6/14)


	
Week Six 

Class Date: 6/16
	
· Changing Conditions Designs 
· Changing Criterion Designs 
· Course Check-in and Review


	
Readings:
· Richards (Chapter Seven) 

Assignments: 
· Discussion Board Week Six (due 6/21) 
· Quiz Three (due 6/21)
· Single Subject Research Project Part Four (due 6/21)


	
Week Seven

Class Date: 6/23
	
· The Basics of Multiple Baseline Designs 
· Multiple Baseline Designs across Behaviors, Settings, and Subjects


	
Readings:
· Richards (Chapter Eight)

Assignments: 
· Discussion Board Week Seven (due 6/28) 
· Single Subject Research Project Part Five (due 6/28)


	
Week Eight 

Class Date: 6/30

	
· Alternating Treatment Designs 
· Course Check-in and Review 


	
Readings:
· Richards (Chapter Nine)

Assignments: 
· Discussion Board Week Eight (due 7/5) 
· Quiz Four (due 7/5)


	
Week Nine 

Class Date: 7/7
	
· Analyzing Results from Single Subject Research 
· Visual Analysis
· Quantitative Analysis
· Qualitative Analysis 


	
Reading:
· Richards (Chapter 10)

Assignment: 
· Single Subject Research Project Part Six (due 7/12)
· Poster Presentation (due 7/17)


	
Week Ten 

Class Date: 7/14
	
· Single Subject Research Project Discussion 
· Course Review and Evaluation

	
Enjoy the rest of your summer with family and friends!



