CC302 Women in Antiquity
Fall 2025
1. Course Basics
Women in Antiquity
CC302, 1, 26258, Fall 2025
MWF 1000-1050am. Tentative location: NQ 302 

2. Instructor Information
Dr. Richard J. King 
Classics-Department of History 
Burkhardt 231
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
Email: richardking@bsu.edu [Email]
Office Phone: 765-285-1381
Office Hours: 1-3pm MW; and by appointment/zoom
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3. Course Information
Course Description
The study of women in ancient Greece and Rome, based on evidence from literary and nonliterary sources. Explores the influence of social, political, and legal institutions on the status of women and on their relationships with men in cultures of the ancient Mediterranean (Greece, Rome, and others) based on evidence from literary and nonliterary sources. Fulfills Beneficence Themes: Being Human and Global Connections.

Prerequisites
None. 

Course Objectives
· Analyze how the institutions of ancient society shaped the lives of women. 
· Compare ancient and modern institutions. 
· Explain the ancient Mediterranean ideas that underly ancient and contemporary concepts.
· Develop critical insights into the nature of culture.
· Communicate awareness of multicultural communities around the world (i.e., study abroad).
· Function appropriately in diverse cultural contexts.

Course Modality/Structure
This semester, CC302 will be delivered in a face-to-face on-campus format. We meet three times a week. The units will follow closely the structure of the main textbook. 
4. Course Materials
Required textbook: McClure, Laura. 2020. Women in Classical Antiquity: From Birth to Death. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Blackwell. (Also, an e-book on Kindle). 
Canvas: You’ll need internet access to use Canvas.
Recommended primary source: Alison, Jane. Trans. 2014. Change Me: Stories of Sexual Transformation from Ovid. New York: Oxford University Press. Paperback only for $19.95, new, at your favorite online vendors.
Recommended: Larson, Jennifer. 2012. Greek and Roman Sexualities: A Source Book. London: Bloomsbury. Both e-book (Kindle, Google Books) and paper options.
You can find the books through amazon.com or your favorite bookseller. See also Ball State First Day.

5. Course Assignments and Assessments
Course Assignments
The course grade is based on the following weighting:
Quizzes/Assignments = 40%
Midterm = 25% 
Final = 20%
Course Project = 15%

Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.

Course Grading Scale

	Letter Grade
	Range

	A
	100% - 93%

	 A-
	<92% - 90%

	  B+
	<89% - 87%

	B
	<86% - 83%

	 B-
	<82% - 80%

	  C+
	<79% - 77%

	C
	<76% - 73%

	 C-
	<72% - 70%

	  D+
	<69% - 67%

	D
	<66% - 63%

	 D-
	<62% - 60%

	F
	<59% - 0%



6. University Policies and Statements
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Attendance
Ball State expects students to attend all class meetings (required by the university). And attendance is very important for success in this language class, as it is in other classes. 
However, situations arise. If so, please document the reason, if possible.
· Absences will be excused for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories.
· Students may encounter other circumstances (e.g. car accidents, job interviews) that result in course absences. Only faculty members can excuse these absences and adjustments are at the discretion of the instructor. Where possible, and with sufficient documentation, faculty should support student educational activities.
· Consider field-specific best practices as well as student well-being.
Students are expected to notify all their instructors once they anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). The student may need to provide documentation (with confidential information redacted when appropriate) to each instructor if requested.

7. Student Support Services
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information during the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, schedule in advance because appointments book quickly!
The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

The Counseling Center 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please see the Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

8. Course Schedule
To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions.
9. Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.


Tentative Outline for Fall 2025
This general schedule gives an example of pacing and is tentative (a starting outline). Chapters refer to L. McClure, Women in Classical Antiquity: From Birth to Death (Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Blackwell 2020). Remember: We will schedule student presentations later– probably in the last two weeks. 
	
	
	




Introduction and Ch 1 Approaches
August 18 (Monday)
August 20
August 22
August 25 (Monday)
August 27
August 29
[September 1: Labor Day (NO CLASS)]
Ch2 Introduction to Greece
September 3 (Wednesday)
September 5
September 8 (Monday)
September 10
September 12
September 15 (Monday)
Ch 3 The Greek Household
September 17
September 19
September 22 (Monday)
September 24
September 26
September 29 (Monday)
October 1
Ch4 Female Adolescence in Greece
October 3  
[October 6 (Monday) Fall Break (NO CLASS)]
October 8 (Wednesday)
October 19
October 13 (Monday) 
October 15 
October 17 
Ch5 Greek Marriage and Motherhood
October 20 (Monday) 
October 22 
October 24
October 27 (Monday)
October 29
October 31
MIDTERM (date to be set by class progress)
Chapter 6 Adultery and Prostitution in Greece
November 3 (Monday)
November 5
November 7
November 10 (Monday)
November 12
November 14
November 17 (Monday)
November 19 [Presentations]
November 21 [Presentations]
Chapter 7 Women Religion/ Authority in Greece
November 24 (Monday) [Presentations]
Nov. 26 [Thanksgiving NO CLASS]
Nov. 28 [Thanksgiving NO CLASS]
December 1 (Monday) [Presentations]
December 3 [Presentations]
December 5 [Presentations]
December 8 (Monday)(Last class)
Exam week: Tues. 10 Dec. – Fri. 13 Dec. day/ time set by BSU. 


