
AFAM 100: Introduction to African American Studies  
 

Department of Women, Gender, and African American Studies 
Ball State University  

Fall 2025 
3 Credit Hours  

 
SECTION: 01H 

Robert Bell 121 
MWF  11:00 AM to 11:50 AM 

​
 

Instructor: Rod Taylor, Ph.D.  
Email: rodney.taylor@bsu.edu  
Phone: 765-285-8538 
Office: 388 Robert Bell 

Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 12:00 
PM to 2:00 PM, and by appointment or 
Zoom.  

 

 
 
Ball State Course Description:  
 
Examines the important historical, political, cultural, social, economic, and artistic issues 
concerning people of African descent in the United States from the beginning of the 
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade to contemporary developments such as the emergence of the Black 
Lives Matter movement 
 
Our Course Description:  
 
This course explores African American artistic, literary, and cultural expression. We will examine 
critical figures, debates, and concepts that have shaped Black life in America. Through 
intellectually diverse perspectives, students will analyze and reflect on themes, including the 
origins of African American Studies nationally and at Ball State, the foundations of Black 
aesthetics, the diverse perspectives on slavery, the significance of foodways, the Blues, and 
contemporary topics. 
 
Course Objectives  
 
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

1.​ Identify key figures and texts in African American history and articulate their 
contributions to American culture; 

2.​ Analyze the profound ways in which African Americans have shaped our nation (and the 
world); 
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3.​ Recognize the effects of racism, inequality, and injustice on the historical and 
contemporary lives of African Americans; 

4.​ Critically reflect on your own conceptions of race in general and Blackness in particular, 
as well as their intersections with gender, class, sexuality, ability, and other social 
identities. 

 
Diverse Perspectives (HIPs) Student Learning Outcomes: 

5.​ Explain (a) new or different perspective(s) as a result of learning from or with diverse 
communities or cultures. 

6.​ Create conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than one field 
of study or perspective. 

 
Required Materials: All readings will be posted on Canvas 
.  
Assignments:  
 

●​ Attendance and Participation: 10%: AFAM 100 is a discussion-based course. Therefore, 
everyone is expected to come to class regularly and contribute via meaningful 
engagement with class conversation. 

●​ Journal Entries: 10 %: At the start of each class, you will have 10 minutes to write a 
journal entry by hand. I will provide a brief prompt related to the day's readings or 
topics. These entries are designed to help you prepare for our discussions and get your 
thoughts on the page before we begin. Your entries will be randomly collected for review 
and assessed on a spot-checking basis and collected at the midterm and end of the 
semester.  

●​ The Game: 10%: Eight times throughout the semester, we will play a trivia-style quiz 
game as a class. You will be placed in a team of 4-5. Questions will come directly from 
the course content. Most importantly, these questions will serve as preparation for the 
midterm and final exams.  

●​ Bluebook Exams: 20%:  There will be two exams in AFAM 100: a midterm (10 %) and a 
final (10%). These exams will consist of a combination of multiple-choice, short-answer, 
true/ false, and essay questions.  

●​ Beyond the Classroom: 5%: During the semester, you must attend at least one campus 
event related to African American Studies. Within one week of the event, you must 
submit a written response that includes 1) a description of the activity and 2) its 
potential relevance to African American Studies. (Minimum 500 words.) 

●​ Critical Response Essay: 15%: You will compose a critical response essay on a topic from 
one of the units in AFAM 100. (Minimum 750 words.) 

●​ Archival Encounters Assignment: 25%:  For your final project, we will work in the Ball 
State Archives and Special Collections on an Archival Project related to Black life at Ball 
State, Muncie, or East Central Indiana 

●​ Reflective Essay: 5%: You will reflect on your learning experiences in AFAM 100. 

* Assignment sheets will be provided to offer clear guidelines and expectations. * 
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NOTE: All assignments must be submitted on the Canvas dropbox the day the assignment is 
due—at the 11:59PM—unless otherwise specified.  In order to receive full credit for each 
assignment, the assignment must be received on the due date.   

Grades 

Assignment Percentage of Grade Due Date  
Attendance and Participation  10% Daily 
Journal Entries  15% Daily 
The Game 15% Bi-Weekly 
Bluebook Exams  20% Midterm and Final 
Beyond the Classroom 5% by 11-21-24 
Critical Response Essay 15% by 11-24-25 
Final Project 25% By Final Exam 
Reflection Essay 5% At Final Exam 
TOTAL 100%  

Grading Scale 
95-100=A​ ​  
94-90=A-​ ​  
89-88=B+​ ​  
87-83=B​ ​  
82-80=B-​ ​  
79-78=C+​ ​  
77-73=C​ ​  
72-70=C-​ ​  
69-68=D+​ ​  
67-63=D​ ​  

                                                                      62-60=D- 
 
 
Policies  

 
Course Policies 

●​ Academic Integrity Policy: Every student has a role in maintaining the university's 
academic reputation. You must refrain from engaging in plagiarism, cheating, or 
falsifying your work. 

o​ If you are accused of engaging in any form of plagiarism, cheating, or falsifying 
your work, it will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  

o​ Faculty members are required to report potential violations of the Student 
Academic Ethics Policy to the Office of the Vice Provost of Academic Affairs. 

o​ When a student is uncertain as to whether the conduct would violate the policy, 
it is their responsibility to seek clarification from the appropriate faculty member. 

▪​ Here is a link to the Ball State Student Academic Ethics Policy 
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o​ This course assumes that work submitted for a grade by students – all process 
work, drafts, final works – will be generated by the students themselves, working 
individually or in groups as directed by class assignment instructions. This policy 
indicates the following constitute violations of academic honesty: a student has 
another person/entity do the work of any substantive portion of a graded 
assignment for them, which includes purchasing work from a company, hiring a 
person or company to complete an assignment or exam, and/or using generative 
AI tools (such as ChatGPT). (From the University of Texas Center for Teaching and 
Learning) 

●​ Statement of Civility: In order to learn, we must be open to the views of people different 
from ourselves. In the time we share together over the semester, please honor the 
uniqueness of your fellow classmates and appreciate the opportunity we have to learn 
from one another. Please respect each other’s opinions and refrain from personal 
attacks or demeaning comments of any kind.  

●​ Expectations of the Instructor: The instructor is expected to facilitate learning, answer 
questions appropriately, be fair and objective in grading, provide timely and useful 
feedback on assignments, to maintain adequate office hours, and treat students as he 
would like to be treated in their place. 

●​ Attendance: To succeed in this course, attendance is paramount: you must be present. If 
you miss more than 3 sessions, you will fail the course.  

●​ I distinguish between excused and unexcused absences but require proper 
documentation (Doctor’s excuse, university letter for extracurriculars, etc.) for 
any absences. Still, I will only excuse up to 3 sessions with adequate 
documentation.  

●​ To check the current status of your attendance, please review the Attendance 
module of Canvas or stop by my office during office hours.  

●​ Mobile Devices: The use of mobile devices during class time and outside of class 
activities is not appropriate. 

●​ Punctuality: It is important to come to class on time. Repeated tardiness (x2) will result 
in being marked absent.  

●​ Late Work: Work will be deducted 1% for each day late.   
●​ Bonus Work: There will be LIMITED chances to earn bonus points in the course. 
●​ Cancellation: In the event of a class cancellation, I will inform the class via email at least 

one hour before class time. 

University Policies and Statements  
 
University Statement 
 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we 
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or 
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as 
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
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documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can 
be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Freedom of Expression 
 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual 
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State 
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, 
compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. 
Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball 
State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
 
Disability Services Statement  
 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as 
soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with 
disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations 
can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu  
 
The Writing Center  
 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are 
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First 
Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get 
additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and 
accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, 
reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, 
resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your 
writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are 
available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

 
Course Schedule  
 

Date Topic Due Today 

Monday, 

August 18, 

2025 

Introductions 

 

 

Wednesda

y, August 

20, 2025 

What is African American Studies I: 

Afrocentrism 

 

READ: Jackson, Chapter 1: “The Nature, 

JOURNAL 
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Scope, and Construction of Black Studies.” 

(READ Overview of the Field of Black Studies 

page 4-7)  

 

 

Friday, 

August 22, 

2025 

What is African American Studies II: 

Historical Foundations, Disciplinary Aims 

 

 

READ: from Manning Marable, “Black 

Studies and the Racial Mountain” (2000). 

(only pages 17-19) 

 

 

 

Monday, 

August 25, 

2025 

Why African American Studies? 

 

 

We will read and discuss these in class. 

 

●​ READ: David Hume, from “Of 

National Characters” (1748, 1777) 

●​ READ: Immanuel Kant, from 

“Observations on the Feeling of the 

Beautiful and Sublime” (1764) 

●​ READ: Thomas Jefferson, from “Notes 

on the State of Virginia” (1784, 1787) 

●​ READ Samuel Cartwright, "Diseases 

and Peculiarities of the Negro Race"  

 

 

JOURNAL 

Wednesda

y, August 

27, 2025 

AFAM Studies at Ball State 

 

READ: “Observation Discrimination”  (1968) 

 

READ “Walkout Timed Correctly” and 

“Student Chides Negro Walkout” (1968) 

 

READ: “Black Studies Program Comes Under 
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Scrutiny” (1970) 

 

Friday, 

August 29, 

2025 

 

Diverse Perspectives in Art and Culture  

 

READ: George S. Schuyler, “The Negro-Art 

Hokum.” (1926) 

 

READ: Langston Hughes, “The Negro Artist 

and the Racial Mountain.” (1926) 

 

 

Monday, 

September 

01, 2025 

No Class, Labor Day 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

3, 2025 

Diverse Perspectives in Art and Culture 

 

Art or Propaganda  

 

Friday, 

September 

5, 2025 

 

Diverse Perspectives on Slavery 

 

Proslavery sentiment, Notes on the State of 

Virginia  

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 

September 

8, 2025 

Cultural Resistance to Slavery 

 

READ: from David Walker, An Appeal. (1829) 

 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

10, 2025 

WATCH: Charles Burnett, Nat Turner: A 

Troublesome Property (2003) 

 

COMPLETE WATCH GUIDE IN CLASS 
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Friday, 

September 

12, 2025 

 

WATCH: Charles Burnett, Nat Turner: A 

Troublesome Property (2003) 

 

 

 

Monday, 

September 

15, 2025 

The Antebellum Slave Narrative  

 

READ: from Frederick Douglass, Narrative of 

the Life. (Read Chapter 1). (1845) 

 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

17, 2025 

 

READ: from Frederick Douglass, Narrative of 

the Life. (Read Chapter 10). (1845) 

 

 

 

Friday, 

September 

19, 2025 

READ: from Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the 

Life of a Slave Girl. (Read Chapters 5, 6, and 

21) (1861) 

 

 

 

Monday, 

September 

22, 2025 

 

Black Life in Indiana 

 

Explore Frederick Douglass’ visit to Muncie 

and Richmond 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

24, 2025 

Middletown and the Other Side of 

Middletown 

 

READ: from Hurley Goodall, The Other Side 

of Town in Middletown 

 

 

 

Friday, 

September 

 

Promised Land as Proving Ground: Black 
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26, 2025 History/Life in Indiana  

 

Monday, 

September 

29, 2025 

 

Conner Prairie Class Field Trip 

 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

1, 2025 

Diverse Perspectives: Colorblindness vs. 

Critical Race Theory 

 

READ: Delgado and Stefancic, “Introduction” 

from Critical Race Theory: An Introduction 

(Read: Introduction and A, B, C, D, E, & G) 

 

Lecture Slides  

 

 

Friday, 

October 3, 

2025 

 

Counter Storytelling  

 

No Reading!!! 

 

WATCH (In-class): "The Danger of a Single 

Story" TED Talk by Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie (2009) 

 

 

 

Monday, 

October 6, 

2025 

Fall Break 

 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

8, 2025 

Black Feminism   

 

READ: Eric Jackson, “The Construction and 

Development of Black Feminism.” (125-137) 

 

READ: in class, Sojourner Truth “A’rnt I a 

Woman.”  
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Friday, 

October 

10, 2025 

Black Feminism  

 

READ: Combahee River Collective Statement 

(1977) 

 

 

Monday, 

October 

13, 2025 

●​ READ: Jasmine Mans' Poetry I, 

Jasmine Mans Poetry 2 .pdf 

○​ READ from Poetry I: “Momma 

Has Hair Salon in the Kitchen,” 

“Speak to Me of My Mother, 

Who Was She.” 

○​ READ from Poetry 2: 

“Whitney Hologram,” “The 

Little Mermaid,” “HeLa.”  

 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

15, 2025 

African American Foodways  

 

READ: Michael Twitty, from The Cooking 

Gene, “Hating My Soul.” (2017) (Read, 25 to 

the middle of 26 and very bottom of 33 to 

the middle of 37) 

 

 

Friday, 

October 

17, 2025 

READ: from Frederick Douglass Opie, Hog 

and Hominy, “The Chitlin Circuit: The Origins 

and Meanings of Soul Food.” (2008) (Read 

pages 130-138) 

 

 

Monday, 

October 

20, 2025 

WATCH: High on the Hog, “Our Roots” (2021) 

 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

22, 2025 WATCH: High on the Hog 

 

Friday, 

October 

24, 2025 WATCH: High on the Hog 
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Monday, 

October 

27, 2025 

Black Humor Cultures  

 

READ: Matthew Macke, “Seeds on rocky soil: 

A history of African-American comedy.” 

(2016) 

 

LISTEN: NPR, “A Short History of Black 

Comedy.” (2007) 

 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

29, 2025 

Black Sketch Comedy 

 

WATCH (in-class): Sketches from Key and 

Peele, In Living Color, and Eric Andre.   

 

 

Friday, 

October 

31, 2025 

The Responsibility of Humor  

 

WATCH (in-class): Oprah Winfrey Show, 

“Why Comedian Dave Chappelle Walked 

Away From $50 Million.” 

 

 

Monday, 

November 

03, 2025 

 

READ: Selections from Aaron McGruder, 

Because I Know You Don’t Read the 

Newspaper. (2000) 

 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

November 

05, 2025 

 

Watch Boondocks episodes  

 

 

Friday, 

November 

07, 2025 

The Blues  

 

READ: from Leroi Jones (Amiri Baraka), Blues 

People 

 

Listen to selections from the Blues  
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Monday, 

November 

10, 2025 

The Blues  

 

WATCH: ReMastered: Devil at the Crossroads 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

November 

12, 2025 

The Blues  

 

ReMastered: Devil at the Crossroads 

 

Friday, 

November 

14, 2025 

 

The Blues  

 

Watch: Sinners 

Response Essay Due 

Monday, 

November 

17, 2025 

 

The Blues  

 

Watch: Sinners 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

November 

19, 2025 

Response Essay Conference w/ Dr. Taylor 

 

 

Friday, 

November 

21, 2025 

 

Response Essay Conference w/ Dr. Taylor 

 

 

Monday, 

November 

24, 2025 

Response Essay Conference w/ Dr. Taylor 

 

Beyond the Classroom 

 No Class  

Friday, 

November 

27, 2025 No Class 

 

Monday, 

December 

1, 2025 

Archival Encounters  

 

Meet in Library 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

Archival Encounters 
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December 

3, 2025 

Meet in Library 

 

Friday, 

December 

5, 2025 

Archival Encounters 

 

Meet in Library 

 

 

Monday, 

December 

8, 2025 

Archival Encounters 

 

Meet in Library 

 

 

Thursday, 

December 

11, 2025 

Day of Reflection/Sharing 

 

9:45 AM- 11:45 AM 

Reflective Essay 
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