MDIA 390
3 Credit – Fall 2026
Instructor: Benjamin Strack
The student will complete the pre-production and production process for directing a film. The student and instructor will communicate weekly for the 15-week duration.

Outcomes:
1. Grow skillsets in coordinating with creative departments and communicating with actors.
2. Gain experience in a leadership role and project management in industry-standard film environments. 
3. Begin promotion of the film in a festival circuit once completed. 
4. Strengthen network of filmmakers to work with on future creative projects.

Evaluation based on timeliness and completeness of materials:
Pre-production process: Student will provide applicable pre-production documents like tentative shooting schedules, shot lists, and lighting diagrams. Due 10/16.
Crew Coordination: Student will track meetings with other cast and crew, culminating in a minimum of 25 hours. Due 12/7.
Production process: Student will take on the director role in the production of the film. Evaluation based on meeting pre-planned expectations, creating an encouraging set environment, and overall organization. Due 12/7.
Promotion of film: Student will work with others to create 10-12 promotional materials for film. Student will create a content calendar and begin promoting film before its estimated completion in the spring. Due 12/7.
Grade Distribution:
Pre-production, Production, Promotion – 30% each
Crew Coordination – 10%
