LAT102: Beginning Latin 2, Syllabus
Spring 2026

LAT102: Beginning Latin 2 introduces students to Latin, the language of the ancient Romans. In the first year,
students learn basic elements of Latin (forms of words and some syntax) and English language equivalents of these
structures. They also demonstrate their knowledge of these forms by translating Latin sentences into English (and
vice versa).

We translate and work with grammar, vocabulary, and reading. But our readings will provide opportunities to discuss
literary, historical, and cultural contexts of ancient Rome as background for the language of the Romans.

1. Course Basics

Beginning Latin 2
LAT102,1, (20827) Spring 2026
MWF 10-1050am. Tentative location: BB 106

2. Instructor Information

Dr. Richard J. King

Classics/Department of History

Burkhardt Building 231

Ball State University, Muncie, IN

Email: richardking@bsu.edu

Telephone: 765-285-1381

Office Hours: M&W 12-2 and by appointment/zoom

3. Course Information

Course Description

A course designed to develop elementary reading, interpretive skills in the Latin language in cultural
context.

Prerequisites

None

Course Objectives

Students in this course:

e learn and demonstrate knowledge of basic elements of Latin grammar;

e learn and demonstrate knowledge of English language equivalents of Latin.

e demonstrate knowledge of Latin expressions through oral and written translation of Latin
sentences and brief Latin paragraphs into English and through translation of English sentences
into Latin.

e learn and explain the ancient Roman cultural contexts that underly ancient concepts expressed by
Romans in Latin.

e compare ancient and modern cultural contexts and ideas



Course Modality/Structure

LAT102 is taught face-to-face in a classroom setting. We meet three times a week. The course will follow
the first chapters of the two companion volumes of Oxford Latin Course, College Edition (see below).
Oral instruction and translation will be face-to-face. However, many assignments will be accomplished on
Canvas (online).

4. Course Materials

Required: Balme, Maurice and James Morwood. Oxford Latin Course, College Edition: Readings and
Vocabulary (New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012). ISBN: 978-0-19-986297-9. Later,
called OLC-Readings

Required: Balme, Maurice and James Morwood. Oxford Latin Course, College Edition: Grammair,
Exercises, Context. (New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012). ISBN: 978-0-19-986296-2.
Later, called OLC-Grammar

Recommended: Norma Goldman’s English Grammar for Students of Latin. 3rd ed. Olivia and Hill.
(ISBN-13: 978-0-934034-34-0); OR Corrigan’s Student Handbook of Latin and English Grammar.
ISBN: 9781624661303 (Available as kindle ebook)]

Available from Amazon or other booksellers. Or see Campus Bookstore or Ball State First Day.

5. Course Assignments and Assessments

Course Assignments
The grade for this course is weighted in four areas.
Quizzes; other Assignments = 55%
Unit 1 Assessment/Test = 15%
Unit 2 Assessment/Test = 15%
Unit 3 Assessment/ Final Exam = 15%

Three (3) tests will each contribute 15 percent (totaling 45 percent) of the course grade. One of the three
tests is the Final Assessment (or Exam): 15 percent.

Quizzes and other assignments (quizzes, homework, any online work) will be calculated as an average
percentage of 55% of the course grade.

Attendance. Ball State expects students to attend all class meetings (required by the university). And
attendance is very important for success in this language class.

However, situations arise regarding health (certify with a physician’s note) or other causes (please
document). So, I'll note attendance in some way (often completion/non-completion of course work). (By
the way, scholarships often require attendance information.)

Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria etc. will be
posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.

Course Grading Scale


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/business-and-auxiliary-services/first-day

Letter Grade Range

A 100% - 93%
A- <92% - 90%
B+ <89% - 87%
B <86% - 83%
B- <82% - 80%
C+ <79% - 77%
C <76% - 73%
C- <72% - 70%
D+ <69% - 67%
D <66% - 63%
D- <62% - 60%
F <59% - 0%

6. University Policies and Statements

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in
that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-

5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity,
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we
treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect
and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement
on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s
Beneficence Pledge.

Attendance

Ball State expects students to attend all class meetings (required by the university). And attendance is
very important for success in this language class, as it is in other classes.

However, situations arise. If so, please document the reason, if possible.

e Absences will be excused for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course
addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes
participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories.

e Students may encounter other circumstances (e.g. car accidents, job interviews) that result in
course absences. Only faculty members can excuse these absences and adjustments are at the
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discretion of the instructor. Where possible, and with sufficient documentation, faculty should
support student educational activities.
e Consider field-specific best practices as well as student well-being.

Students are expected to notify all their instructors once they anticipate being absent for any reason
(e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). The
student may need to provide documentation (with confidential information redacted when appropriate)
to each instructor if requested.

7. Student Support Services

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students
can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an
appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go
directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the
appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an Sl leader for your course, that
person will provide students with information during the first week of school regarding weekly study
sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call
765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStatelC.

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use
the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings,
or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to
all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans,
slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free
appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments
are available; however, schedule in advance because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep,
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic
Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a
supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about
resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

The Counseling Center

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The
Counseling Center is in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-
285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The
Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns,
including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. All Ball State students also have access to several on-
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demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a
direct link to our website, can be found here.

The Speaking Center

The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to
improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a
more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support
throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming
ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an
appointment, please see the Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are
available both in person and on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an
immersive speaking environment.

8. Course Schedule

To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class
community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule
will always be available on Canvas. | encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact
me if you have any questions.

9. Subject to Change Statement

This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
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Tentative Class Schedule for Fall 2025

Typical activities for each chapter are:

1. Read aloud, translate, and/or answer questions about the Latin story (narrative)
passages in Oxford Latin Course (OLC)-Readings volume.

2. Memorize/learn the vocabulary lists that accompany passages in OLC-Readings.
3. Translate exercises / answer questions in OLC-Grammar volume.

4, Learn/Memorize the paradigms in OLC-Grammar. (There will be a quiz for each
chapter, roughly, for vocabulary and forms.)

Tentative Schedule

This schedule is only an estimate, and | will adjust it for closer examination of a feature
of the language (to facilitate learning), or to become familiar with ancient culture.

Preliminaries:

Chapter 7 (Polyphemus): (January 10, Tuesday, and January 12, Thursday)

Prepare for in-class oral reading and translation of “Polyphemus,” in Reader Ch. 7 (pp.
29-32). Consult Grammar volume, Ch. 7 pp. 51-52, for additional notes and
commentary.

Prepare for Grammar, “Polyphemus” Ch. 7 (pp. 52-56).
Chapter 8 (Aeneas in Africa): January 17, 19, 24
Chapter 9 (lll-Starred Dido): January 26, January 31 and February 2
Chapter 10 (The Elections): February 7, 9, 14
Test 1 (Chapters 7-10)
Chapter 11 (Quintus Arrives at Rome): February 16, 21, 23
Chapter 12 (The School of Quintus) February 28, March 2, March 14
Spring Break: March 7 and 9 (No class meetings).
Chapter 13 (Marcus Invites Quintus to His House): March 16, 21, 23
Chapter 14 (Caesar's Triumphs): March 28, 30
Test 2 (Chapters 11-14)
Chapter 15 (The Ides of March) April 4, 6, 11
Final: BSU schedule is 9:45-11:45am on Wednesday, April 29



[SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS
Chapter 16 (Caesar’s Funeral)

Chapter 17 (At Athens) ]



