
Applied Violin – Master Syllabus* 
MUSP 200, 201, 202, 203, 600, 620, 700, 720 

Sections 45, 45A, 45B, 45C 
Lesson time: TBA 

Studio class: Wednesdays, noon-1:50pm, Sursa 
Spring 2026 

 
Dr. Yu-Fang Chen, instructor 

School of Music 
Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana 

 
*Information provided in this syllabus may be updated or changed at any time  

 
Course Description (from catalog):  
One primary or secondary instrument/voice lesson per week for students majoring 
in music performance, music composition, music education, or music technology. 
 
Required materials: 
� Instrument and bow 
� Music, including scales, method books, and other music assigned by the   
   instructor 
� Metronome 
� Other accessories such as rosin, back-up strings, mute 
�  www.youtube.com, DVD/CD, and live performance/concert 
 
*Students are required to obtain music/material that were assigned by the instructor 
within a week. 
 
Course Rationale:  
This course is to develop, refine, and enforce your technique capability and 
musicality through applied violin lessons. Approaches to fundamentals, practice 
strategies, repertoire, audition/jury preparation, and expressive performance will be 
emphasized.  
 
Student Learning Objectives:  
Upon the completion of a semester of applied lesson, students will be able to: 
� Improve their ability to perform fundamental techniques and show a proficient  
   degree of understanding toward aesthetic command 
� Be more familiar with both standard and diverse repertoire for violin 
� Demonstrate capability of organizing practice time/strategies, collaborating  
   with fellow colleagues in chamber and/or orchestra settings, and preparing for   
   stage presentation (studio class/area recitals/general recitals) and semester jury 
 
Course Expectations: 
� Prepare weekly assignments 
� Complete projects as assigned by the instructor 

http://www.youtube.com/


� A hearing performance for String Faculty is required at the end of every  
   semester of instruction for students who are majored in Music Performance, Music  
   Education, Music Media Production, and Theory and Composition. In addition,  
*For undergraduate students, Technical exam is required before the Sophomore 
Standing can be achieved and *Junior Standing is required before Junior and Senior 
Recitals.  
� Hours of practice suggested by the instructor: 
 
Credit hour Lesson Length   Practice Requirements 
1 hour  30 minutes/week  1.5 hours/day 
2 hours 50 minutes/week  3 hours/day 
3 hours 50 minutes/week  4 hours/day 
4 hours 50 minutes/week  5 hours/day 
 
*Hearing/Jury requirement: 
All hearing/jury requirements have been listed in the string sub-area student 
handbook. It is the students’ responsibility to read through and understand the 
requirements. Shall you have any questions, please consult with your applied lesson 
instructor 
 
Juries/Hearings Date: Date/Time/Location: TBD. Sign-up sheet will be posted during 
the week before the event. 
 
Studio Class (Sursa): Wednesday 12:00pm – 1:50pm 
Area Recital (Sursa Hall or Hahn Hall): Wednesday 12:00pm – 12:50pm  
All music major students are required to participate in the violin studio classes and 
area recitals. During the class, students are highly encouraged to perform in front of 
your fellow student colleagues and receive constructive comments from your peers 
and the instructor. The instructor may use this time to work on BSSO repertoire. 
 
Communication: The primary form of communication with the instructor in this 
course will be via email. Make sure to check emails at least once a day and to 
response to the emails that related to this course within 24 hours. 
 
Grading and Attendance: 
� 65% Attendance and performance for Lessons, Studio Class, and Area Recital 
   ***For MUSP 202 students, this increases to 90% 

w Students are not allowed to miss a lesson without any legitimate reason 
w In case of any conflict, students should give instructor notice at least  
    three days prior to the scheduled lesson date (unless an emergency) 
w Conflicts or absences given on the day of the scheduled lesson will not 
    require a make-up lesson (unless an emergency) 
w Doctor’s note is required if students need to be excused because of  
    illness and/or injury. The note must be provided to the instructor within  
    seven days after the absence. 
w Each unexcused absence will result in a lower letter final grade. Two  
    no show lessons will automatically earn you an F in the course 



w Both instructor and student will work to assess whether a make-up lesson  
    is needed/necessary during the semester 

� 25% Semester Jury/Hearing (Not applicable for students enrolled in MUSP 202) 
� 10% Concert attendance  
 w Students are required to attend all string area related concerts and  
     Recitals. The list of events is posted on the string area board. 

It is the responsibility of the student to be up-to-date and check if new 
events are added to the list. Attendance will be taken by the Graduate 
Assistance, instructor, or another string faculty. 
 

***Due to outreach, recruitment, performance, and professional schedule, the 
instructor will have to reschedule lessons occasionally***   

 
Recital Performances: 
Students are required to perform on the studio recital. In addition, students are 
highly recommended to perform on either the Area recital or the General Recital. 
Please note that General Recital Hours tend to fill up quickly. Just because you 
request to play does not necessarily mean there will be enough time for you to 
perform. Therefore, it is best to submit requests EARLY. 
 
University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, 
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State 
and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  
 
Disability Statement 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please 
contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services 
Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a 
disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be 
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Title IX: 
Applied lessons courses often require the instructor to touch or be in close physical 
proximity to students in order to adjust/align the body. Any physical contact used 
will be demonstrated in a functional and professional manner in order to help the 
student better understand corrections concerning proper vocal technique. The 
instructor will always verbally request student consent before touching them. If, for 
whatever reason, being touched or physically adjusted is not part of a student’s 
learning process or makes them uncomfortable, please let the course instructor 
know as soon as possible so that accommodations can be made. If a student is 
uncomfortable speaking with the instructor, they should contact the School of Music 
Associate Director for Academic Affairs, Dr. Jon Truitt (Graduate) or Dr. Peter Opie 
(Undergraduate). 
 
 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu

