
PLAN 100 SYLLABUS 

Ball State University 
College of Architecture and Planning 
PLAN 100_X - Introduction to Planning  
Fall 2025: Online 
Professor: Dr. Teresa Jeter, tmjeter@bsu.edu AB 329 
Office Hours: By appointment 
  

Course Description:   In response to the growth of cities, during the industrial revolution, 
the profession of planning arose as the practice of linking knowledge to action with the aim 
of achieving social, aesthetic, economic and environmental betterment. Today, planners 
work using specialized knowledge to improve cities, towns and rural areas, working through 
for-profit, non-profit and governmental agencies. The goal of this course is to introduce 
students to the practice of planning, the kinds of work that planners do, and the context in 
which planning takes place.  

The course is divided into three sections: 

• Students will learn about the aims, or goals of planning, especially with regards to 
public benefit, environmental sustainability and social justice. 

• Students will experience planning through visits to planned spaces in their local 
community. 

• Students will learn about everyday planning practice through the experiences of 
practitioners. 

These three sections structure the course overview and weekly schedule below. 

Students will learn about planning through readings, videos, and lectures. This class 
introduces students to planning in an active, participatory learning environment. 

Learning Outcomes: 

• Define urban planning 

• Identify areas of urban planning practice 

• Recognize types of urban planning institutions 

• Recognize top urban planning professionals nationally and in Indiana 

• Consider your own role in influencing the planned environment in your hometown 
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Requirements: There are five requirements for this class: 

• Complete readings (or videos) for each week prior to the class 

• Attend class 

• Pay attention and participate during class 

• Complete all assignments and submit them on or before their due dates 

• Read and follow the Ball State Student Code. Pay close attention to Part VII: Student 
Academic Ethics and Policy. https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-
provost/student-services/academic-integrityLinks to an external site. 

Required Text: Jeter, M. Teresa, 2024. Gentrification and Climate Gentrification: The New 
Double Threat to Vulnerable Communities.  

Recommended Reading: Bayer, M., Frank, N., Valerius, J., 2010. Becoming an Urban 
Planner: A Guide to Careers in Planning and Urban Design. Wiley & Sons: Hoboken, NJ 

Attendance: Attendance will be tracked based on assignments and quizzes that are 
submitted by the due date. Students will be counted not present for the week if 
assignments and quizzes are late or not submitted. 

Diversity Statement: Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and 
retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all 
members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and 
worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of 
respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university 
resources found at http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenterLinks to an external 
site. . 

Disability Services Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations 
because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability 
Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability 
needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability 
Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Assignment Submission Instructions: All assignment details will be on Canvas. They 
must be submitted via Canvas to check for plagiarism. They must be type written, in 12-
point font and they must conform to professional standards of grammar, punctuation, 
citation and formatting. 
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Late Work: Assignments will be docked one-half letter grade for each day they are past 
due.  

Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, 
including help with any writing task, and study strategies such as time management, test 
taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading.” Visit them online 
at https://www.bsu.edu/learningcenterLinks to an external site..    

Academic Honesty: Copying material, using other students’ work, not quoting or citing 
sources and other academic integrity infractions will not be tolerated. Students will be 
required to rewrite any submissions that contain plagiarism. Resubmissions will be docked 
one full letter grade: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-
provost/student-services/academic-integrityLinks to an external site. 

Grades  

There will be a variety of assignment types, including quizzes, throughout the semester. 
Grades will be recorded in Canvas. Points for each assignment are apportioned to the 
assignment’s length and complexity.  

The final grade for the course will be determined by the total points accumulated. Letter 
grade percentages:  

A 94 - 100% / A- 90 - < 94% / B+ 87 - <90% / B 84 - <87% / B- 80 - <84% / C+ 77 - <80%  

C 74 - <77% / C- 70 - <74% / D+ 67 - <70% / D 64 - <67% / D- 60 - <64% / F <60%  

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Ethics Policy Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility 
are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other 
forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the 
pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, 
and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State 
University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest 
standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s s Academic Integrity Policy | Vice Provost 
for Academic Affairs | Ball State UniversityLinks to an external site. (Students tab) for 
resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding 
inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations 
and students’ rights, please read Academic Integrity Policy | Vice Provost for Academic 
Affairs | Ball State UniversityLinks to an external site..  Academic integrity violations include 
giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s 
ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise 
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indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure 
whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. 

Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

• Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, 
Course Hero, (StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  

• Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded 
assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other 
students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group 
projects. 

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 

• Reusing your work from another semester, course, or section. 

• Sharing answers with others during exams. 

• Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the 
exam. 

• Soliciting others to complete work for you. 

Title IX 

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment 
for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—
including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that 
you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more 
information or to report an incident, please visit Title IX | Ball State UniversityLinks to an 
external site. or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545. 

As instructors, we are mandatory reporters under the Title IX policy and required to 
report any information we receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes 
information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. The Title IX 
Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and 
invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX 
Coordinator, 

• The Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions 
on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, 
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and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move 
forward. 

• If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin 
following University policy. 

 Assessments: 

40% Assignments & Quizzes: Students will have short assignments nearly every week. 
There is a total of 12 assignments. Quizzes will be given every three to four weeks. The 
assignment dates and quizzes will be listed in Canvas. 

20% My Social or Environmental Challenge: Due: Sept. 30 

Each student will write a paper of approximately 2 pages on a planning issue that they think 
is important to address and describe how one of the top 100 urbanists listed in 
Planetizen (Planetizen: Top 100 Urbanists: https://www.planetizen.com/features/95189-
100mostinfluentialurbanistsLinks to an external site.) sought to address it. Students may 
choose from topics covered in the first five weeks (community participation, social and 
environmental justice, or sustainability) or explore planning issues of their own (e.g. 
efficiency, equality, comprehensiveness). Students are required to use two quotes from 
readings, lectures, or guest speakers. More details to follow. 

20% My New Local Community: Due: Nov. 7 

Students will reflect on their new Ball State and Muncie communities, as explored in the 
first five weeks of class through a multi-media submission (photos/videos and a short-
written description). Max. 5 images, 2 minutes of video, and 1 page of text. More details to 
follow. 

20% Final Assignment: Due: Dec. 9  

Prepare and deliver a PowerPoint presentation that connects the themes from the course 
book “Gentrification and Climate Gentrification: The New Double Threat to Vulnerable 
Communities” to a topic covered in class. More details to follow. 

Course Overview 

Part I: The Aims of Planning 

Week One                              Introductions, Course Overview                 Aug. 18 

Week Two                              Notable Planners & Ideas                              Aug. 25 

Week Three                           Community Engagement                               Sept. 2 
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Week Four                             Social & Environmental Justice                   Sept. 8 

Week Five                              Sustainability                                                   Sept. 15 

 Part II: Experiencing Planning 

Week Six                                Strategic Planning                                       Sept. 22 

Week Seven                          Planning in a Small Town                               Sept. 29 

Week Eight                           Downtown Planning                                          Oct. 6 

Week Nine                            Property Abandonment & Reuse                Oct. 13                  

Week Ten                               CAP FIELD TRIP WEEK                                  Oct. 20 - 24 

Part III: Planning Practice 

Week Eleven                           Planners’ Many Paths                                     Oct. 27 

Week Twelve                          Community Development & Housing      Nov. 3 

Week Thirteen                        Neighborhood Planning                                Nov. 10 

Week Fourteen                      Transportation Planning                                Nov. 17 

Week Fifteen                          Planning Overview                                           Nov. 24  

Week Sixteen                         Final Assignment Prep                                   Dec. 1 

Part IV: Finals Week 

Week Seventeen                     Final Presentations                                       Dec. 9 

 


