
  THEA 435: 
SHAKESPEARE  
IN CONTEMPORARY PERFORMANCE

 
Fall 2025, Section 1, MWF 1-1:50pm, WQ 211 
M Reeder, instructor 
 

CONTACTING ME 

Office Hours: M/W/F 3-5pm 

In-person and virtual office hours via Zoom can be arranged by appointment 
using the link below. 

Book an Office Hour online, here. 

Office phone number:  285-8809 (WQ 103) 

Departmental Phone Number:  285-8740 (WQ 113) 

Email: mareeder2@bsu.edu 

https://calendly.com/mreedersoffice
mailto:mareeder2@bsu.edu
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PLAYS WE’LL BE EXPLORING 

➢ A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

➢ Julius Ceasar 

➢ Macbeth 

➢ King Lear 

o All texts can be found in complete, free online editions at: 
http://www.folgerdigitaltexts.org 

 

WHAT IS THE POINT OF THIS CLASS? 

➢ To experience and explore the works of Shakespeare as shared 
discovery; as fluid, unfixed and messy works of contemporary art. 

➢ To think about the plays as plays – as compelling and challenging 
material for contemporary theatrical production, not just as Literature 
(capital letter intentional.) 

➢ To personally experience and understand the plays; and to connect 
to the characters in depth. 

➢ To be able to articulate in writing and discussion the relevance of 
these plays to our personal, contemporary lives. 

 

http://www.folgerdigitaltexts.org/
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THINGS YOU’LL DO TO EARN THOSE 
500 POSSIBLE POINTS 

1. Class Journal - ongoing 

2. 4 Written Responses to Filmed Productions (30 pts each) – 120 pts. 

3. 8 Exploratory Assignments (30 pts each)—240 pts. 

4. Final Journal Reflection – 140 pts 

 

NUTS OF AND BOLTS OF THE REST 
OF THE COURSEWORK 

➢ Class Journal – respond to in-class journal prompts, to track your 
experience with the content of this course 

➢ Film Responses:  Write a response to each film or filmed production 
we watch in class. 

➢ Play Readings:  Read four Shakespeare plays: one “comedy,” two 
“tragedies,” and a “history” play.  

➢ Exploratory Assignments: these creative assignments are designed to 
connect you with Shakespeare’s characters and their stories, and 
examine they ways they are brought to life for an audience.  

➢ Final:  Journal Reflection, and reflective personal responses to the 
plays, their themes and class discussions. 

 

WHAT THE HECK IS A “CLASS 
JOURNAL.” 

We will be keeping class journals in this class.  Class journals are a personal, 

reflective way of reflecting on and exploring your responses to the plays, 

ideas and questions raised in this class.  Sometimes, you will be asked to 

write dsown your thoughts to a question before we explore that idea in class 

discussions.  Several times a week, you will be asked to write brief reflections 

or responses in your journals and your journals.  Your journal should also be 

a repository for your note-taking in class, all in one physical notebook.  Your 
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journal and its associated reflection will be a significant portion of your final 

grade in this class.   

 

HOW THOSE 500 POINTS BREAK 
DOWN INTO GRADES. 

Grade  Low End  

A  465 

A-  450 

B+  435 

B  415 

B-  400 

C+  385 

C  365 

C-  350 

D+  335 

D  325 

D-  320 

F  <319 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND DUE DATES 

MOST assignments have a date range: 
• You have ONE FULL WEEK (7 days) to turn in an assignment with NO 

POINT PENALTY! 
• Any Assignments turned in on the ORIGINAL due date will be awarded 

a "Gold Medal," worth free bonus points (5% of assignment point 
total) 

• Late work WILL be accepted beyond the original date range, for a full 
week after with no penalty. However, after that one week (7 days), 
each assignment will lose a full letter grade with each additional day 
beyond the 7-day grace period, until that grade fades into oblivion... 
(i.e. that "A" assignment immediately drops to a C if you turn it in two 
days past the grace period.) 

• No explanation of late work will be ever asked for. 
 
Some Caveats 

• This policy does NOT apply to the Final Reflection! 
• I will never ask you for missing assignments. If you have missing or 

late assignments, it is your responsibility to get them into Canvas, 
either with a Gold Medal, a normal grade, or as a late assignment. 

• The film critiques are always most successful when written within 24 
hours of viewing. 

• ALL LATE WORK must be submitted 7 days prior to the final meeting 
day of class (M 12/9/24).  No exceptions. 

FILM VIEWINGS 

This course is not an academic study of Shakespeare as Literature.  This is a 
course that explores the experience of Shakespeare In Contemporary 
Performance.  We will be reading the plays and discussing them, but mostly 
as blueprints for contemporary production.  We will spend a good amount of 
class time collectively viewing recent productions in class.  These viewings 
and the discussions and writings that arise from the viewing make up a core 
experience of the course.  

• While viewing these carefully chosen productions, please keep all 
phones in bags, and laptops closed.  You may have your class journal 
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open for notetaking or jotting down impressions or thoughts.  Your 
attention should be on the production and the effect it is (or is not) 
having on you. 

• “Attention And Engagement” while viewing the production is a grading 
rubric point and is worth 10 of the 30 points in the written critique.  If 
a student misses a day of class while we are viewing a production, they 
will automatically lose those 10 points. 

• Productions cannot be shared with a student outside of the class 
setting.  (Educational copyright issues.) 

ATTENDANCE IN THEA 435 

BASELINE ATTENDANCE POLICY:  For this class that meets M/W/F, you are 

allotted 3 excused absences.  After 3 absences, a student will begin to accrue 

a grade penalty.  Each absence after the third will result in the lowering of a 

student’s final semester grade by a one half-letter grade.  (i.e. at the end of 

the semester, if you have 4 total absences, that A grade that you were earning 

becomes an A- when it comes time to post final grades.  With 5 absences, that 

A becomes a B, with 6 it becomes a B-, etc.).  

No student who has missed 9 classes or more will be permitted to pass the 

course. 

There are two options at this point:  

1. You will receive an “F” in the course.  

2. You may request an Incomplete in the course.  In order to do this, you 

must provide paperwork regarding hospitalization, extensive illness, recurring 

absences due to mental health issues as documented by a letter from Disability 

Services, or other documented issue that has caused your excessive absences.  If 

your documentation is approved, your GPA will NOT be impacted, and will be 

required to complete the coursework in a future semester. Those details will be 

worked out on an individual basis. 

Finally, the following absences are excused and no amount of absences 

accrued under these conditions may affect the student’s status in the class: 

religious holiday; pregnancy, jury duty, death in the family, travel for 

University business as documented by an official Ball State Travel Notice.   
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DOCUMENTED PHYSICAL/MENTAL ILLNESSES:  There is a second category 

of absences, including extended and documented absence related to illness or 

issues of physical health (mono, broken leg, etc.), and recurring absences due to 

serious mental health issues as documented by an offical letter from 

Disability Services.  

No grade penalty will be applied from these documented absences.   

However, if this category of documented absences causes your TOTAL 

absences from the class to rise above 9 total absences, you will be deemed 

unable to fully complete the work required to earn credit for this course, and 

you will be asked to withdraw from the course. The instructor will be sure 

that such situations are remedied with solutions that do not impact your GPA 

(an Incomplete or, in rare cases, a late withdrawal). The instructor will work 

with you to lay out clear expectations regarding how the course work will be 

completed. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES:  Finally, the following absences are excused, and no 

amount of absences accrued under these conditions may affect the student’s 

status in the class: religious holiday; pregnancy, jury duty, death in the 

family, travel for University business as documented by an official Ball 

State Travel Notice.  The onus is on the student, not the instructor, to make 

up for work missed in class. 

 

LAPTOP/CELL PHONE USAGE 

Turn laptops and phones off and put them away, in a bag or a 

pocket.  Note: Vibrate does not count!  Placing or receiving phone calls, text 

messages or engaging in any kind of social media (TikTok, Instagram, 

SnapChat, X, Facebook, YouTube, etc) during class is not only unnecessary 

but is very disruptive to class culture and is not acceptable.  Persons who are 
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inclined to use their phones for any reason during class will be considered 

"absent" for that class. 

 

 

 

STUFF YOU HAVE TO HAVE 

CANVAS 

➢ This class uses the BSU Canvas interface to deliver and collect 

assignments.  Become familiar with the class interface before the 

semester begins and seek help if necessary. 

➢ A BSU email account 

➢ High-speed Internet access 

➢ You will have to use Microsoft Word to submit assignments. (This 

software may be obtained at a discount from the BSU Computer Store 

at: http://bsu.edu/computerstore.) 

 

Technical Assistance: 

➢ If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. 

In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video 

clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the 

most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at:  1-765-

285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. 

 

http://bsu.edu/computerstore.)
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/HelpDesk/TechClips.aspx
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/HelpDesk/TechClips.aspx
mailto:helpdesk@bsu.edu
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ETHICS AND CHEATING – CHAT GPT 
IS A THING 

PLAIGARISM:  Don’t do it.  You’re in college.  You will obviously be expected 

to do your own work.  Seriously.  CHATGPT may write you a decent paper, 

but it will not teach you a thing.  Also, AI writing is easier to identify than you 

think it is.  Your education is literally nothing other than a piece of paper if 

you choose dishonesty over engagement. 

CONSEQUENCES:  If a student is caught engaging in plagiarism of any kind 

(including submitting AI writing as their own), the student will immediately 

fail the assignment with no chance of making it up and full weight of Ball 

State’s Academic Dishonesty policy will go into effect.  A second instance of 

plagiarism will result in immediate failure of the entire course. 

ETHICS:  The document “Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities: Student 

Ethics policy” Describes academic dishonesty and its penalties. In submitting 

work to be graded, you are certifying that it is your own work or 

acknowledge work of others. Academic dishonesty and cheating are serious 

offenses and will be dealt with the maximum punishment.  This includes the 

use of AI to write your work or having 

 

INCLUSIVITY AND DISABILITY 
STATEMENT 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 

welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews 

represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of 

respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence and university resources 

https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center/resources” 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center/resources%E2%80%9D


10 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, 

please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's 

Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 

documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 

765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

We’ll discuss your accommodations with you once you’ve provided me with a 

letter from the Disability Services office.  The accommodations are not 

retroactive, so it is best to get your letter to me as soon as possible. 

 

 

LASTLY …  

This course and this syllabus recognize and abide by all policies and 

regulations set forth in the following documents: 

-Undergraduate Catalog 

-Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 

-College of Fine Arts, Department of Theatre and Dance, Major/Minor Letter 

-College of Fine Arts, Department of Theatre and Dance, Departmental 

Handbook 

If you do not possess these documents, contact your instructor immediately. 

Welcome to Shakespeare!!  If you have any questions or concerns, please 

let me know. 

 

 

https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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