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Instructor: Dr. Travis Hein	Office: Robert Bell Building 2110
Department: English							Office Hours: TR 9:30-10:30 (f2f)
Ball State University, Muncie, IN	W 10:00-12:00 (online)
Email: george.hein@bsu.edu	and by appointment (f2f & online)
Office Phone: (765) 285-2470

ENG 104-23-29417 – Composing Research
Tuesday/Thursday, 3:30-4:45, Art and Journalism Building 289

COURSE DESCRIPTION + GOALS

ENG 104: Composing Research (3) Applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process: methods of research; the rhetorical nature of research; elements, strategies, and conventions common to research writing, including multimodal presentations of new knowledge.	    

Prerequisite: English 101 and 102; or ENG 103; or appropriate placement.

By the end of the course, students will:

• Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary and secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately. 
• Align research questions with appropriate research methods. 
• Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and complete a research project. 
• Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and persuasive to the intended audience. 
• Use the university research library to forward their research agenda. 
• Engage in collaborative research. 
• Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a stylistically sophisticated manner. 
• Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways. 
• Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects.

COURSE CONTENT & FORMAT
The content and format of ENG 104 are designed to enable students to achieve the course goals:
• Discuss, analyze, and respond to texts composed in a variety of media that develop an argument by relying on different kinds of research and that are addressed to diverse academic audiences 
• Analyze the connections among research questions, research methods, audience, and style 
• Design various research projects that involve generating a question, collecting data, analyzing data, and interpreting the analysis 
• Conduct research projects that rely on various means of gathering data, including but not limited to fieldwork, online research, and library research 
• Analyze data collected through a variety of methods 
• Compose proposals, progress reports, and final research reports for individual projects 
• Compose final research reports that are persuasive and appropriate for the intended audience and context 
• Compose research reports in multiple drafts, involving peer feedback, self-reflection, instructor’s written comments, and teacher-student conferences 
• Reflect regularly on the choices available and the decisions made in the creation and completion of research projects.

COURSE MATERIALS

· BallPoint Vol. 2 (password: chirp104)
· A flash drive or other storage device and/or cloud storage
· Something with which to take notes and brainstorm (paper and writing utensil, laptop, etc.)
· Supplemental Readings (Circulated as PDFs on Canvas)

ASSIGNMENTS

You will complete five “projects” for this course. All projects will have a handful of related short writings and discussions designed to support the completion of that project (e.g., process, preparation, & process work). In addition, these projects will provide opportunities to consider how Generative AI tools may be applied to the research and composing processes. Below, you will find brief overviews of each of these projects. The full guidelines for each project will be available on Canvas.

1. Scholarly Article Analysis: For this assignment, you will summarize and rhetorically analyze a scholarly article written by experts in your discipline. This project will require you to 1) introduce and summarize the content of the article clearly and accurately, 2) analyze the author’s rhetorical situation, and 3) make a claim about the author’s construction of their academic ethos. (1,000–1,500 words)

2. Annotated Bibliography: You will create a bibliography with evaluative annotations. This project will require you to 1) identify a viable topic or issue relevant to your major, discipline, or professional aspirations that you’d like to learn more about, 2) form a research question that you’ll use to guide your research, and 3) compile that research into a well-crafted annotated bibliography. (1,000 words)

3. Researched Argument Essay: For this assignment, you'll ask questions in order to identify an issue relevant to your area of interest, and you'll investigate the public and scholarly conversations on the topic in order to inform your own position. Once you have engaged with the ideas of others, you will contribute to the conversations on this issue by composing a persuasive, argumentative essay that presents your own take on the issue. You will need to support your position with evidence from those conversations or found in other relevant sources. (2,000–3,000 words)

4. Poster Session: You will remediate your researched argument into a poster like those presented at research conferences. You will create a poster session (using PowerPoint, InDesign, Canva, or another page design tool) aimed at educating an audience on the issue you chose for your researched argument essay. (Approximately the equivalent of 2,000 typewritten words)

5. Learning with GenAI Reflection: This assignment consists of two parts: a weekly GenAI learning log and a series of GenAI autoethnographies. For the first part, you will submit a weekly learning log. For the second, you will complete autoethnographies for four major individual projects (Scholarly Article Analysis, Annotated Bibliography, Researched Argument Essay, and Poster Session), as well as a final autoethnography at the end of the semester that compares your GenAI use across these assignments. (A combined total of 1,000-1,500 words)

6. Short Writings and Discussions: Over the course of the semester, you will be asked to submit written work regularly, including pre-writing, collaborative work, peer review of major projects, and reflective activities. These will be averaged to form your short writing grade. Additional information on these short assignments will be given on Canvas.

GRADES OVERVIEW

Assignment									Weight
Scholarly Article Analysis							15%
Annotated Bibliography							15%
Researched Argument Essay 						20%
Poster Session								20%
Learning with GenAI Reflection						10%
Short Writings and Discussions						20%
Total										100%

GRADING SCALE

	100–94 = A
93–90 = A-
	89–87 = B+
86–84 = B
83–80 = B-
	79–77 = C+
76–74 = C
73–70 = C-
	69–67 = D+
66–64 = D
63–60 = D-
	59% or below = F



NOTE: In order to fulfill the University's Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program courses, students must earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C- is not considered acceptable. Writing Program courses may be repeated as many times as necessary to meet the requirement but: 
• The first and all other grades will show up on the transcript. 
• All grades except the first will be used to compute the GPA. 
• A grade of W will not replace a previous grade. 
• Course credit hours apply only once to graduation requirements. 
(Please see Ball Point for a more complete explanation of these policies.)

LATE WORK

Late work is not ideal, but life happens. Final drafts of projects 1–5 must be uploaded to Canvas by 11:59pm on the assignment due date, unless otherwise specified on the syllabus. Late work may be accepted under extenuating circumstances and only if you consult with me before the class period on the day that the work is due. If you need an extension, you must ask at least 24 hours before the assignment is due.

ABSENCES

You should contact me if something arises in your personal life that will impact your ability to complete your coursework. I allow six absences across the course without any questions and without any impact on your grade. If you miss more than six classes, your final letter grade will be lowered by one third letter grade per absence. For example, if your final grade is an A- but you have missed seven classes, your course grade will be a B+; if you miss eight classes, your course grade will be a B, etc. You are responsible for any work that occurred during your absences. 

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

DISABILITY STATEMENT

If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES

January 5		First Day of Classes
January 11		Add/Drop Ends
March 19		Web Withdrawal Ends
May 1			Term Ends

COURSE SCHEDULE
Please note that this schedule is subject to change. All officially assigned material and due dates will be what you see under the weekly content modules on Canvas. That said, this schedule will provide you with an idea of the reading and writing you’ll be required to do in this class.

	Week
	Agenda
	Assignments Due

	Week 1
Jan. 5 - 9
	Introductions and Syllabus
Review 103 Concepts
Email Etiquette

	103 Review (BallPoint)

	Week 2
Jan. 12 - 16
	Introduce Project 1: Scholarly Article Analysis
Reading in Academic Contexts
Library Resources

	Generating a Topic (BallPoint)
Engaging in Critical Reading (BallPoint)

	Week 3
Jan. 19 - 23
	Using MLA/APA Style
Citing, Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing Sources
Assessing Project 1 Samples
Introduce Learning with GenAI
	Ethical Approach to Secondary Research (BallPoint)

	Week 4
Jan. 26 - 30
	Summarizing Articles
Rhetoric Analysis
Collaborating and Peer Review

	Collaboration (BallPoint)

	Week 5
Feb. 2 - 6
	Peer Review Project 1
GenAI Prompting Engineering
Structured Workshop Day
	Project 1 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)
Revision and Editing (BallPoint)

	Week 6
Feb. 9 - 13
	Introduce Project 2: Annotated Bibliography
Research Question
Starting Your Research
	Project 1 Final Draft (due Tuesday by 11:59pm)
Annotated Bibliography (BallPoint)
Generating a Research Question (BallPoint)
Gathering Evidence (Secondary) (BallPoint)
Research Proposal (BallPoint)

	Week 7
Feb. 16 - 20
	Library Scavenger Hunt
Source Evaluation
Assessing Project 2 Samples
	Topic Proposal (due Tuesday before class)
Evaluating Secondary Sources (BallPoint)


	Week 8
Feb. 23 - 27
	Theme Grid
	

	Week 9
Mar. 2 - 6
	Spring Break: No Class
	

	Week 10
Mar. 9 - 13
	Peer Review Project 2
Structured Workshop Day
	Project 2 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)

	Week 11
Mar. 16 - 20
	Introduce Project 3: Researched Argument Essay
Synthesizing Sources
Thesis Statements and Logical Fallacies
	Project 2 Final Draft (due Tuesday by 11:59pm)
Organizing Evidence (BallPoint)

	Week 12
Mar. 23 - 27
	Working with Primary Research
Assessing Project 3 Samples
Writing with Statistics
	Ethical Approach to Primary Research (BallPoint)
Types of Primary Research (BallPoint)
Incorporating Primary Research (BallPoint)

	Week 13
Mar. 30 – Apr. 3
	Conferences with Students
	

	Week 14
Apr. 6 - 10
	Peer Review Project 3
Structured Workshop Day

	Project 3 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)


	Week 15
Apr. 13 - 17
	Introduce Project 4: Poster Session
Design Tips
Tools for Presentations
Assessing Project 4 Samples
A Friendly Poster Design Challenge
	Project 3 Final Draft (due Tuesday by 11:59pm)
Remix and Remediation (BallPoint)

	Week 16
Apr. 20 - 24
	Peer Review Project 4
Extra Credit Presentations
	Project 4 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)

	Final Exam Week
	
	Project 4 Final Draft (due Monday by 11:59pm)
Final Reflections (due Friday by 11:59pm)


 
