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CATALOG DESCRIPTION

The Advanced Standing Seminar serves as a bridge course for students entering the Advanced Standing MSW program. Students will review the NASW code of ethics, scope of practice for graduate-level social workers, licensing requirements for clinical social work and clinical addictions, practicum preparation, professionalism, effective use of supervision, graduate writing expectations, MSW curriculum, and professional self-care.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Advanced Standing Seminar is designed to ensure that advanced standing students have a basic knowledge of principles, concepts, and techniques that characterize generalist social work practice with all systems:  individuals, families, groups, communities, and organizations.  Social work practice from a generalist perspective embraces work with client systems at all levels, connects clients to resources, intervenes with organizations to bolster the responsiveness of resource systems, advocates just social policies for all, researches practice activities, and affirms culturally competent practice.

Social work is conceptualized as a knowledge and research-guided profession which is influenced by the values and ethics of the profession.  This course is based upon practice from ecosystems, strengths, and empowerment perspectives and the utilization of knowledge from HBSE, research, and social welfare policy.  The ecosystems perspective focuses on assessing and enhancing the dynamic interaction between people and their environments.  It incorporates such fields as ecology, systems theory, anthropology, and organizational theory.  The approach underscores the belief that social workers seek to influence changes in the environment as well as other systems.

Course content will include a review of social work values and ethics, scope of practice at the BSW and MSW level, ecological perspective, strength-based practice, cultural competency, client-worker relationship, professional boundaries, assessment, establishing goals and intervention plans, evaluation of one’s own practice and evidence-based practice, and APA writing guidelines.

REQUIRED TEXTS

American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication manual of the American Psychological 	Association. (7th Ed.). Washington: Author.

Glassman, U. E. (2016). Finding your way through field work: A social work student’s guide. 
(1st Ed.). Los Angeles: Sage. 

National Association of Social Workers [NASW]. (2017). Code of ethics. Retrieved from
	https://www.socialworkers.org/About/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics/Code-of-Ethics-English

Ross, B. (2021). Writing skills for social work students. (1st Ed.). London: Red Globe Press.

OBJECTIVES

Upon the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Identify as a professional social worker and make ethical decisions by applying the standards of NASW Code of Ethics in making ethical practice decisions 
2. Demonstrate personal reflection and self-regulation in professional development, roles, and boundaries
3. Seek supervision and consultation to guide therapeutic and leadership decisions
4. Apply and communicate the importance of diversity in engagement, assessment, intervention, and evaluation processes
5. Apply ecosystems, strengths, and empowerment perspectives to social work practice 
6. Develop SMART goals for own professional development
7. Demonstrate effective oral and written communication in working with individuals, families, groups, organizations, communities, and colleagues
8. Use qualitative and/or quantitative data for decision making and generation of new practice knowledge

TEACHING METHOD / CLASS FORMAT

Classes will include a variety of methods including mini-lectures, discussion, hands-on demos, videos, and workshops. During even weeks, students will complete online work independently. During odd weeks, students will attend class face-to-face. To be successful in class, students must actively participate, read assigned material, and come to class prepared for discussion. Students are expected to be active learners and to ask for clarification when needed.
ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING PROCEDURES

EXAMS: Students will complete a midterm and final exam in this course. Exams will be taken through Canvas and will include multiple choice, matching, and true/false questions. Each exam has 40 questions, worth 2 points for each question= 80 points for each exam. Students have 60 minutes to complete exams, which open-book and open-note, but must be taken independently. Exams are automatically graded, so you can see your score immediately.
SELF-CARE ASSIGMENTS: Throughout the semester, students will assess their current state of self-care (10 points), create a self-care plan for their time in the MSW program (20 points), and write a reflection summarizing self-care successes and challenges (20 points). In sum, the communication and self-care strategies assignments total 50 points.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: Students will identify a target population or social/emotional challenge of interest, research evidence-based practice regarding their identified population or concern, and submit an annotated bibliography in APA format on the topic. A rubric will be provided. This assignment is worth 80 points.

DISCUSSION POSTS (10): Each discussion question response in Canvas is worth 20 points, totaling 200 points.

	Exams (Midterm/Final)
	2 x 80 = 160

	Annotated Bibliography
	80

	Self-Care Assessment, Plan & Reflection 
	50

	Discussion Question Posts
	10 x 20 = 200

	                                                                                         Total 
	         450 pts



Department Grading Scale	            
	Grade
	Percentage
	Grade
	Percentage

	A
	95 – 100
	D
	64 – 66.9

	A-
	91 – 94.9
	D-
	60 – 63.9

	B+
	87 – 90.9
	F
	< 60

	B
	84 – 86.9

	B-
	81 – 83.9

	C+
	77 – 80.9

	C
	74 – 76.9

	C-
	70 – 73.9

	D+
	67 – 69.9
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SEMESTER SCHEDULE

This class schedule may be modified at the instructor’s discretion.
	Week
	Format
	Tues Date

	Topics
	Glassman Chapters
	Ross 
Chapters
	Other Reading (in Canvas)
	Deliverable 
(to Canvas)

	1
	Canvas
	08-19
	Syllabus Review, MSW Curriculum, Practicum Prep

	1 & 2
	
	Ch 1 & 2 PPT
	DQ

	2
	F2F
	08-26
	Macro Theory and Policy Review
	
	
	Theories/Org Concepts PPT
Theories/Concepts of Communities PPT
Policy Concepts PPT

	DQ

	3
	Canvas
	09-02
	Practicum Prep
Practice Skills Review
Self-Awareness
	3 & 4
	
	Basic SW Practice Skills PPT
Ch 3 & 4 PPT
MSW Comp. & Prac Bx PPT

	DQ

	4
	F2F
	09-09
	Code of Ethics
Cultural Competency 
Micro Theory Review
	
	
	NASW Code of Ethics
Cultural Competence PPT
Group Concepts PPT
Family Concepts PPT

	DQ

	5
	Canvas
	09-16
	Writing Workshop, APA, Professional Writing

	
	4                  
	Review Chapters 4-6 of APA Manual (this is not in Canvas)
	DQ

	6
	F2F
	09-23
	Writing Workshop
AI Discussion

	
	1, 2, & 6
	Commas, Semicolons, Active/Passive Voice PPT
	Self-Care Assessment & Plan 

	7
	Canvas
	09-30
	Writing Workshop
References/ Avoiding Plagiarism

	
	5, 7-9
	Review Ch 8 & 9 of APA Manual
	DQ

	8
	
	10-07
	FALL BREAK (NO CLASS)

	
	
	
	

	9
	Canvas
	10-14
	Evidenced-Based Practice
Lit Reviews

	
	3 & 10
	NASW Evidence-Based Practice

	Mid-term Exam

	10
	F2F
	10-21
	SMART Goals/Case Documentation

	
	11
	Watch SMART Goals Video
	DQ

	11
	Canvas
	10-28
	Use of Supervision
Licensure
	5
	
	Review Canvas materials on Licensure & Supervision

	DQ

	12
	F2F
	11-04
	Areas of Social Work Practice (Bibliography Presentations)
	
	
	Prepare to discuss your Annotated Bibliography in Class
	Annotated Bibliography

	13
	Canvas
	11-11
	Self-Care/Boundaries 

	
	
	Review materials in Canvas
	DQ

	14
	F2F
	11-18
	Self-Care/Boundaries Cont. 
Practicum Preparation
	
	
	MSW Field Handbook
	Self-Care Reflection 

	15
	Canvas
	11-25
	Course Wrap Up & Reflection

	
	
	
	DQ

	16
	F2F
	12-02
	Review for Final Exam

	
	
	
	Final Exam
Due 12/12 @11:59pm



