
Intro to Ceramics // ACR 211-1 
 
Spring 2026 
Instructor - Chris Salas, chris.salas@bsu.edu 
CRN - 44786 

Course Description:  
 
Basic hand-building techniques: pinch, slab, and coiling methods. Decorating, glazing, and firing 
will be part of the studio experience.  

Course Overview:  

This course is an introduction to the basics of the ceramic medium in technique, form, and 
expression. A hand building focus, primarily using pinch, coil and slab methods, will allow 
students to create work that is utilitarian, sculptural, and meaningful. Students are introduced to 
expression through thoughtful form development, surface design, and glazing.  

Course Objectives: 

1) To acquire skill in basic ceramic forming techniques  
2) To acquire skill in basic decoration and glazing techniques  
3) To understand the ceramic process, from clay preparation to firing  
4) To think critically in design decision  
5) To know and understand sound craftsmanship  
6) To express concepts through clay and clay processes  

Course Learning Outcomes: 

Students will: 
- understand the nature and qualities of clay and how that informs the creative process. 
- learn the importance of timing and care in conjunction with using the ceramic media.  
- understand and apply principles of 2-D and 3-D design in the completion of all projects.  
- understand the stages of clay including wet, leather hard, bone dry, bisque, and glazed.  
- understand the basic terminology and application techniques of the glazing process. 



Course Modality / Structure:  
 
The format for this class combines lecture, demonstration, studio work time, group discussion, 
and critique. Students are expected to participate in each of these areas. Visual aids in the form 
of slides, films, videos, actual specimens will be presented. All projects will be planned, 
sketched and recorded in a notebook and feedback will be given prior to beginnin projects. A 
calendar is posted on the syllabus that outlines the semester. This timeline may change as the 
semester progresses in response to things like visiting artists. It is the student’s responsibility to 
follow these changes via Canvas or email notifications  

Course Time Commitment:  

It is expected that students will spend approximately 1 -2 hours of study time outside of class 
for every one credit of class. Since this is a 3-credit studio, you should expect to study an average 
of 3-6 hours outside of class each week. The open times for the lab will be posted each 
semester. You are welcome and encouraged to work whenever the studio is open. 

Course Materials and Fees - $100 Course Materials Fee: 

Some supplies for this class are purchased in bulk for cost savings and will be charged to your 
bursar account. Any alternative arrangements need to be made with your professor by the end of 
week one. This fee covers the first 2 bags of clay and all glaze, and consumable materials related 
to firing you work 

Each of you should acquire a basic pottery tool kit. The are available from online suppliers and 
many different companies sell similar kits. Kit should include: a cut-off wire, wood rib, needle 
tool, ribbon and loop tools, pointed stick, metal rib and sponge and fettling knife. If you search 
‘basic pottery kit’ online you will see lots of examples as well 

In addition to this kit please acquire the following before the second week of classes 
short bristled paint brush, sharpie, large clean up sponge, clear recycling bags. 25lbs clay (Cone 
10 stoneware 153) will be given to you on the second day of classes. Additional clay may need to 
be purchased. You will also need a sketchbook (8.5 x 11 will be sufficient 50+ sheets). No need 
to buy one if you already have a functional sketchbook. 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS 

Due Dates and late work: 

All assignments are due by the beginning of class on the due dates indicated. Work received after 
this will be considered late. All late work will receive a mark down of 10% per day following the 
due day. This includes work not turned in because of absence. 



Extensions:  
 
Extensions are possible if: 
- A student is encountering extenuating circumstances 

- Ex) Illness, Death in Family 
- A student provides official accommodation request  

Evaluation: 

This course will consist of clay work, media & discussion, written assignments, and more. The 
total will be added together at the end of the semester and you will be assigned a grade: 

The following rubric is intended to clarify the assigning of letter grades: 

A: The student completes all requirements, on time, in an outstanding manner. The required 
work is creative, provocative, well developed, exquisitely executed and impeccably crafted. The 
student generates work that goes beyond that which is explicitly assigned. The student takes a 
leadership role in group activities. The student makes excellent, consistent progress. 

Quantitative range: 90-100. 

B: The student completes all requirements, on time, in a good manner. The required work is 
creative, well developed and carefully executed. The student generates participant in group 
activities. The student makes good, consistent progress. 

Quantitative range: 80-89. 

C: The student completes all requirements, on time, in an average (acceptable) manner. The 
required work is average in development and craft. The student makes average progress. 

Quantitative range: 70-79 

D: The student completes all requirements in a less than acceptable manner. The required work is 
under-developed and without dedication. The student is passive in critiques and group 
discussions. The student makes poor progress. 

A = 100 - 94 C = 76 - 74

A- = 93 – 90 C- =73 - 70

B+= 89 - 87 D+= 69 - 67

B = 86 - 84 D = 66 - 64

B-= 83 - 80 D-= 63 - 60

C+ = 79 – 77 F = 59 and below



Quantitative range: 60-69. 

F:  The student who submits unacceptable and consistently late work will receive this grade. The 
required work is underdeveloped and without dedication. 

Quantitative range: 0-59. 

Course Statements and Policies 

Attendance is mandatory and will be taken daily at the beginning of class. Demonstrations will 
be given at the start class sessions. It is important to attend class promptly each session. If you 
are going to miss class, it is your responsibility to obtain the information you miss, including 
announcements and notes. Please do not ask to see lengthy demonstrations outside of class 
because you missed class 

Occasionally events happen that are out of your control. In that case you may need to miss a 
class. These absences should be kept to a minimum, however. If you miss more than three 
classes your final grade will drop one letter for each additional absence. Other than these, 
there are no excused absences, so use the three you have with discretion. Being late to class 
will count as an absence after the first 15 min of class. Being late 2 times will count as an 
absence. 

I recommend that you exchange phone numbers with one or two reliable students in this class. In 
the event that you do miss a class you will be able to contact them for information from class. 

Eating and Drinking in Classrooms 

Per school policy, there will be no eating or drinking in the classroom or studio spaces. 

Syllabus Statement 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing 
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We 
promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or 
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as 
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be 
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Ball State Academic Ethics Policy 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university 
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the 



foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To 
maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and 
creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds 
and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic 
Ethics Policy. 

Plagiarism Policy  

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work 
independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. 

Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 
Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
Use or possession of a file created by someone else. 
Reusing work from another semester, course, or section. 
Fraudulent submission of work. 
Using unauthorized materials during Exams. 
Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you. 
Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work. 
Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites. 

Subject to Change Statement 

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Important Dates 

Mon, January 19th - Martin Luther King Jr Day - NO CLASS 
Sat, April 28th - Sun, March 8th -  Spring Break - NO CLASSES 
Fri, April 3rd - Last Wet Clay Day 
Weds, April 8th by 5p - Last Trimming & Finishing Day 
Fri April 10 - Final Bisque Loaded by 5p 
Fri April 17 - Final Glaze loaded by 5p 
Mon, April 27th - Last Day of Regular Classes 
Tues, April 28th - Fri, May 1st  - Finals Week  
Fri, May 1st - Spring Semester Ends 



Course Schedule: 
 
Week 1 (Week of Jan 5th) - Introductions, Pinch Pots 
Week 2 (Week of Jan 12th) - Pinch Pots, Slip Etching & Inlay 
Week 3 (Week of Jan 19th, MLK DAY MONDAY) - Pinch Pots Due, Coil Building Pottery & 
Trimming 
Week 4 (Week of Jan 26th) - Project Research, Coil Building Large, Kilns, Glazing 
Week 5 (Week of Feb 2nd)- Coil Building continued, Refining 
Week 6 (Week of Feb 9th) - Soft Slabs 
Week 7 (Week of Feb 16th) -Soft Slabs Continued, Midterm Glazing 
Week 8 (Week of Feb 23rd) - Hard Slabs, Midterm Critiques, Final Project Proposal Assigned 
Week 9 (Week of March 2nd, SPRING BREAK) - NO CLASSES 
Week 10 (Week of March 9th) - Hard Slabs Continued 
Week 11 (Week of March 16th) - Final Project Proposal Due, Start Final Project 
Week 12 (Week of March 23rd) - Final Project Work 
Week 13 (Week of March 30th, Sun, April 5th END WET WORK) - Final Project Work 
Week 14 (Week of April 6th, Last Trimming & Finishing Day Weds, April 18th by 5p 
FINAL BISQUE Load  April 10th) - Final Project Work, Final Bisque 
Week 15 (Week of April 13th, FINAL GLAZE Load April 17th) - Final Project Work, Finish 
Glazing 
Week 16 (Week of April 20th) - Documentation & Portfolio Assignment, Final Critique  
Week 17 - Finals Week - FINAL Thurs, April 30th 7:30a - 9:30a 
All clay work must be removed before summer break. Materials left after break 
will be disposed of at the end of the semester


