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I. Course Basics 
MDIA 115: Media and the Creative Process 
Section 2 CRN 34902 | Section 2A CRN 34903 | Section 2B CRN 34904 
Fall 2026 
 

II. Instructor Information 
Betsy Pike 
Department of Media 
Ball State University, Muncie, IN 
betsy.pike@bsu.edu | 765-285-1741 
Student OSice Hours: By appointment 
 

III. Course Information 
Course Description. This course introduces students to the foundational tools and concepts 
used to craft compelling stories through a blend of imagery, text, audio, and graphics. This 
course provides students with a shared vocabulary and hands-on experience across key 
creative disciplines, including sound design, photography, video production and editing, 
scriptwriting, animation, and graphic design. By building a common framework of skills and 
language, students will be better equipped to collaborate meaningfully in future media courses 
and within professional creative environments. 
  
Prerequisites: None. 

This course is part of the University Core Curriculum (UCC). The UCC enables students to:  

• realize their intellectual potential  
• add breadth and depth to their educational experience  
• increase their personal well-being  
• participate actively in their communities 

 
Media and the Creative Process aligns with the Beneficence Themes of Innovation and 
Creativity and Being Human.  The course aligns with Innovation and Creativity by engaging 
students in imaginative problem-solving across artistic and technological domains.  The course 
also aligns with Being Human by exploring how digital artifacts through multiplatforms are 
interconnected and can guide cultures and values.  Through hands-on exploration of 
multimedia tools and storytelling techniques, the course encourages creative expression while 
building technical proficiency in industry-standard software. Students learn to innovate through 
design, communicate original ideas, and collaborate eSectively—core skills that advance both 
artistic vision and technological fluency. 
 

Student Learning 
Outcomes 

UCC SLOs | Humanistic & 
Artistic 

Planned 
Assessment 

NACE Course 
Competencies 

Articulate aesthetic and 
creative concepts using 
industry-specific 
terminology in both written 
and verbal formats. 

Apply disciplinary 
methodologies, 
epistemologies, and traditions 
of the humanities and the arts, 
including the ability to 
distinguish primary and 

Assessment 
(multiple-
choice, 
true/false) 
 

Career and Self 
Development 
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secondary sources (ICC SLO 
6.2).  

Reflect on and evaluate 
your personal 
communication style to 
effectively express creative 
ideas to diverse 
audiences. 

Analyze and evaluate texts, 
objects, events, or ideas in their 
cultural, intellectual, or 
historical contexts (ICC SLO 
6.3). 

Group 
Presentations 
of Media 
Projects 
 

Communication 
Teamwork 
Technology 

Demonstrate 
foundational media 
creation skills through the 
development of multiple 
creative projects using 
Adobe Creative Cloud 
applications (e.g., 
Photoshop, Illustrator, 
Premiere Pro). 

Create, interpret, or reinterpret 
artistic and/or humanistic 
works through performance or 
criticism (ICC SLO 6.5).  

Media 
Projects 

Communication 
Teamwork 

Analyze and critique the 
creative processes—your 
own and those of peers—
using clear, constructive 
feedback in written, oral, 
and visual formats. 

Develop arguments about 
forms of human agency or 
expression grounded in rational 
analysis and in an 
understanding of and respect 
for spatial, temporal, and 
cultural contexts (ICC SLO 6.6). 

Journal 
Entries 
 

Career and Self 
Development 
Professionalism 

 
Course Modality/Structure. This course meets face-to-face three times a week.  Course 
content will be delivered during these meeting times. 

IV. Course Materials 
No textbooks are required for this course. 
You have access to UDEMY – an online library of lessons and trainings for various Software. 

Required Software/Hardware:  
1. Adobe Creative Cloud (Audition, Photoshop, Premiere Pro, Illustrator, After ESects) 

a. Go to https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoSices/information-
technology/services/digital-tools/adobe-creative-cloud, follow the instructions, and 
activate your BSU license 

2. Portable Hard Drive – Each student is required to have a personal hard drive to capture, edit, 
and transport digital files.  The drive must meet the following specifications: at least 500GB 
of storage capacity.  The hard drive should be formatted for use on the computer you plan to 
use. 

a. Suggested SSD Drive Brands:  Samsung, LaCie, G-Force, Western Digital 
3. Headphones – with a 1/8-inch jack for use in computer labs 

 
V. Course Assessment and Assignments 

Course Assignments | The class is worth a total of 1000 points across a variety of assignments. 

Attendance   40 points 
Four (4) In-Class Activities 80 points 



MDIA 115 Media and the Creative Process Syllabus 3 Credit Hours 
Ball State University   Fall 2026 

MDIA 115: Media and the Crea2ve Process 3 ©Betsy Pike 2026 

Six (6) Journal Entries  180 points  
Five (5) Exams   200 points 
Five (5) Media Projects  500 points 

Assignment details, including instructions, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted 
and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.  NOTE: 50% 
of this class will be the completion of media projects – plan your time accordingly. 

Grading Scale | Grades will NOT be rounded up.  Grades will be available to see on Canvas. 
Grading Scale A 100.0 – 94.0  A- 93.9 – 90.0 

B+ 89.9 – 87.0 B   86.9 – 84.0 B- 83.9 – 80.0 
C+ 79.9 – 77.0 C   76.9 – 74.0 C- 73.9 – 70.0 
D+ 69.9 – 67.0 D   66.9 – 64.0 D- 63.9 – 61.0 

                 F     60.9 – 00.0   
 

VI. University Policies and Statements 

University Statement. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 
welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and 
among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, 
please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office 
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file 
in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 
765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Freedom of Expression. In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that 
values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members 
of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, 
courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and 
opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the 
resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence 
Pledge. 
 
Attendance. Attendance for all class sessions will be recorded in Canvas.  When you arrive to each 
class session you will be given a 5-digit code to enter on Canvas.  Code entry ends exactly 15 
minutes after the start of each class.  It is your responsibility to enter this code.   Each day you are 
in attendance you will earn 1 point towards your final grade.  Whereas attendance is your choice, I 
highly encourage you attend all sessions.  

Title IX. Ball State University is committed to maintaining an educational environment free from 
sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating and domestic 
violence, and stalking. Students who experience or witness conduct that may violate University 
policy are encouraged to seek support and assistance. The Title IX Office can provide information 
about reporting options, supportive measures, and available resources. Contact the Title IX Office 
at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu. 
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Please Note: As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter. If you disclose information to me 
about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, I am required to 
notify the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Office will reach out to discuss available resources, 
supportive measures, and reporting options. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you 
may contact the Counseling Center or the Center for Survivor Support.  
 
University Grade Appeal Policy. If you believe you received a final course grade that does not 
reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal 
within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review 
the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process. 

Student Academic Ethics Policy. Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental 
attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic 
misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will 
not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of 
scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate 
that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic 
integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources 
properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity 
expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.   

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), 
presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic 
records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if 
you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic 
integrity violations include but are not limited to:    

• Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden 
notes, and open books)   

• Using a generative AI system or a person to complete academic assignments such as response 
papers, discussion posts, essays, or any other assignment when such use is not explicitly 
permitted by the assignment instructions or the instructor.  

• Utilizing another person or a generative AI system to take a quiz, examination, or similar 
evaluation in place of oneself.  

• Using a generative AI system for research, creative work, theses/dissertations, grant proposals, 
IRB-regulated work, or publication-bound work in violation of university AI policies, 
funder/publisher rules, IRB requirements, or discipline-specific standards.  

• Presenting as one's own work the ideas, representations or words of another person or of a 
GenAI system without customary and proper acknowledgment of sources or of the AI tool(s) 
used. 

• Using generative AI systems to analyze data, conduct research, or generate content that is 
included in an assignment (images, graphs, charts, tables, etc.) without proper documentation, 
citation, and attribution of this AI use. 

• Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, 
StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).   
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• Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments 
class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party 
vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).  

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.   
• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.   
• Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.   
• Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)   
• Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.   
• Soliciting others to complete work for you.  

Generative AI Statement | Broader Use of Generative AI Permitted/Encouraged Within 
Specified Guidelines  
At Ball State, we use GenAI to elevate human potential, not replace it. To succeed in an AI-infused 
world, students must balance technical skills with durable skills, lifelong abilities such as critical 
thinking, ethical judgment, communication, accountability, and responsible decision-making that 
define a Ball State graduate. Developing these durable skills requires you as students to think 
carefully about: 

• when AI should and should not be used; 
• how to use AI responsibly; 
• how to verify AI-generated information; and 
• and how to remain accountable for final work. 

You are encouraged to use generative AI applications for all work submitted in this course. 
However, you must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. Using an AI tool to 
generate content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University's 
Student Academic Ethics Policy. You, the student, are always responsible for the content you 
submit, publish, share, or act upon, regardless of whether GenAI tools assisted in the process. For 
data security reasons, please use BSU-approved GenAI tools (e.g., BSU Gemini, NotebookLM), 
which support single sign-on (SSO) with BSU ID and password. Commonly used public GenAI tools 
carry a higher risk of data being shared externally. In contrast, when using BSU-approved GenAI 
tools and logging in through Ball State SSO, your data is treated as private and uploaded content 
will not be used to train future AI models or otherwise be shared outside of BSU. Instructors do not 
have access to BSU IT Center logs of GenAI tool usage, so student data shared through BSU-
approved GenAI tools remain private. 

VII. Course Expectations and Policies 
Course Participation Expectations 

• This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular 
collaboration and communication. 

• It is recommended that you log into your Canvas course 3 to 4 times a week and check your 
oSicial Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class. 

• Complete all assignments and any other activities by the stated due dates. 
Feedback Policy 

• We will respond to email from your oSicial Ball State email address within 24 hours during 
weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. 
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• We will grade your assignments no later than within 5 school days of submission. 
• Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class. 

Late Assignment Policy 
• All assignments are due by the start of class on the due dates indicated. 
• Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter 

grade for each day late. 
• Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work 

on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local 
library or borrowing a peer's computer.  

Assignment Submission Policy 
• All assignment rubrics will tell you how to name your files and what format to submit in. 
• Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using Canvas. 

Grading Policy 
• It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part 

of your learning experience.  
• In the absence of mistakes, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-

maker on the assignment of grades.  
 
VIII. Course Schedule 
To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class 
community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the 
schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for 
updates and contact me if you have any questions. 
 
IX. Subject to Change Statement 
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 
 


