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LA 341 Landscape Plants I  
DEPARTMENT OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

Ball State University 

LA 341, Fall 2026 

 

Instructor:   Susan Tomizawa 

  AB204 Email: satomizawa@bsu.edu 

Office Hours:  T, TH  11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., W 10:00 – 12:00 

 

Graduate Assistant:  Clay St. John 

Course Title:  LA 341:  Landscape Plants I 

Credit Hours:  4 credits 

Schedule:  T, TH 9-10:55 a.m. outdoors or in some cases in AB202 

Course Catalog Statement 

The study of woody and herbaceous plants, including plant identification and plant adaptation to urban 

and natural environmental conditions.  This course is a prerequisite to LA 302:  Planting Design, LA 

645:  Planting Design, and LA442: Plants 2 (an elective)  

For BLA undergraduates, a grade of C- is required to pass.  

Course Rationale 

Plants are a significant part of almost any landscape architecture project.  What makes plants unique from 

other design materials is that they are living material and they are essential to other living things.  The 

wrong choice of plants for a design setting can have unexpected consequences—the plants may die, do 

harm to the environment or other species, break up pavement, leave a mess on everything, create a 

dangerous situation as in blocking views, attract unwanted pests or have other undesirable consequences.   

This course builds a knowledge base to enable you to successfully select plants for various project 

purposes, including urban design, bioretention, habitat, ecological restoration, etc.  This foundation 

requires learning what each plant needs to live (the culture of the plant), distinguishing one plant from 

another (identification), and understanding which plants can work for a specific design environment and 

purpose.  Learning the course content increases not only your knowledge but also your confidence to 

make good decisions with regard to planting design.  Important ecological issues such as plants for 

habitat are also included. Both herbaceous (plants without wood) and woody plants (trees and shrubs) 

are included in the course.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

Course content and assessment is directed at fulfilling the following learning outcomes:  

1. Students will demonstrate a working knowledge of approximately 125 woody and herbaceous 

plants.  Working knowledge includes  

• correctly identifying selected species of landscape plants commonly found in the 

Midwest native and built environments by using the common and scientific names 

• evaluating the functional and aesthetic uses of selected plants in design 

• distinguishing each plant’s characteristics and culture 
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• knowing the limitations (challenges) of each plant such as diseases or pests 

2. Students will compare and evaluate the suitability of plants for various landscape uses, users, 

and environments.  

3. Students will understand the connection between plants and biodiversity.  

4. Students will know the ecological impact of selecting native, exotic, and invasive plants.   

5. Students will demonstrate basic knowledge of plant care and planting methods. 

Supplies Needed  

✓ A sturdy notebook or sketch book (6 x 8 or larger) with a hard cover and plain pages. This should 

have at least enough pages for sketches and notes for 125 plants.    If the weather is lousy, 

temporarily substitute an old notebook. Pens and pencils. Feel free to use your phone for images. 

 

Recommended Texts 

1. Jackson, Marion,  Katherine Harrington, and Ron Rathfon. 101 Trees of Indiana:  A Field Guide. 

2021. Indiana University Press. ($22.00) 

2. Weeks, Sally; Harmon Weeks Jr. and George Park. 2010. Native Trees of the Midwest: 

Identification, Wildlife Value, and Landscaping Use. West Lafayette, In: Purdue University Press.  

(about $35.00) 

3. Weeks, Sally; Harmon Weeks Jr. and George Park. 2012. Shrubs and Woody Vines of Indiana and 

the Midwest. West Lafayette, In: Purdue University Press. (about $25.00)  

4. Dirr, Michael and Keith Warren. 2019 The Tree Book. Timber Press ($40) 

5. Tallamy, Douglas.  Bringing Nature Home. 2011. Timber Press, Portland. ($14.00) 

6. Tallamy, Douglas.  The Nature of Oaks:  The Rich Ecology of Our Most Essential Native Trees. 

Timber Press. 2021 ($15.00) 

7. Wohllenben, Peter and Billinghurst Jane.  Forest Walking. 

Greystone Books. 2022 ($11.00) 

 

Required Text  

Tallamy, Douglas.  Nature’s Best Hope:  A New Approach to 

Conservation That Starts in Your Yard. 2019.  Portland:  Timber 

Press, (about $17) 

 

Course Overview 

For the most part, this class is taught outdoors with online material supporting outdoor classes. Be 

prepared for heat, drizzle, and cold by dressing appropriately.  Usually only heavy rain or thunderstorms 

will keep us inside or cause class to be cancelled.  If the weather looks rainy, check your email in the 

morning for notifications about class.  

Here is how the class operates:  

1. You will receive a list of approximately 15 to 20 plant names (e.g. List 1).  We will walk the 

campus and learn each of the plants on the list one at a time until we have covered all of the 

plants on the list.  You will then receive a new list —List 2.  We will cover approximately 7 lists in 

the semester.  

2. To learn each plant, you will sketch and take notes on information given to you.  This 

information will include identification, culture, design uses, and limitations (diseases, problems, 

pests).  You will also learn concepts and vocabulary associated with the plants. 
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3. Class will typically meet at the place where the previous 

class finished unless we have a quiz or test.   

 

Quizzes, Exams, and Assignments 

1. Three written tests in the semester will cover plant 

information beyond identification such as landscape use, 

wildlife value, culture, diseases, pests, design use, etc.  The 

tests will generally be short answer, fill-in-the-blank, 

multiple choice, or true/false.  Tests are cumulative and 

written using only the scientific names of the plants. 

2. ID quizzes are cumulative and take place outdoors.  You will 

need to identify each plant by correctly spelling the common and scientific names.  Spelling is 

counted on all exams and quizzes and misspelled plant names lose ¼ point.  An example answer:  

Acer rubrum, red maple. An alphabetized list of the scientific names of plants we have studied 

will be given to you for each ID quiz. 

3. Online preparation for tests is available at Quizlet.com.  This is a website with digital flashcards 

of the plants we study.  You can download the app to your phone or computer if you would like.   

4. Readings and other assignments will be throughout the course.   I am mindful that schedules can 

get overloaded with projects and am willing to pre-approve a late assignment submission 

without penalty.  Let me know in advance of deadline conflicts.  You have one week to turn in a 

late assignment until Thanksgiving week, and after that, no late assignments will be accepted.  

You will lose 10% of the assignment points for a late submittal.   

5. All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and 

demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not 

be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball 

State University's Student Academic Ethics Policy.   

Evaluation 

Your final grade will be determined according to the following percentages. 

• ID Quizzes:  35% 

• Written Tests: 30% 

• Assignments:  35% 

 

The grading scale will be as follows: 

                     A   94% to 100%     A- 90% to 93% 

B+ 87% to 89%        B   84% to 86%        B-  80% to 83%        

C+ 77% to 79%        C   74% to 76%       C-  70% to 73% 

D+ 67% to 69%       D   64% to 66%       D-  60% to 63% 

F  below 60% 

Attendance Policy 

Student attendance is expected for all class meetings.  Students who miss class for university-approved or 

other reasons shall inform the instructor prior to the class or as soon as possible. Tests and assignments 

missed during the semester cannot be made up except for excused absences as determined by the 

university or special requests as approved by the faculty.  Do not expect that you can make up missed 

assignments in the last weeks of school—that will not be possible.    

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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You have two unexcused absences allowed.  After two unexcused absences your final grade will drop 

one grade for each unexcused absence from an A to an A-, for example.  Remember, for LA 

undergraduates a C- is required to pass this class, and this class is a pre-requisite to LA302.  For 

graduates this class is required for LA645.  

 

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT   We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 

welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among 

those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION   If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a 

disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services 

for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION   In this course, I am committed to fostering a learning environment that 

values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the 

Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, 

compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please 

review Ball State University’s  Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom 

of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

STUDENT LEAVES    Accommodations for student absences are often needed. Accommodations are 

required by law and include situations that relate to ADA, Title IX, and disabilities. If you are student 

who needs an accommodation for these legal reasons, please contact the Office of disability Services.  

Students are expected to notify all of their instructors once they anticipate being absent for any reason 

(e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). The 

student may need to provide documentation to each instructor if requested. Only faculty members can 

excuse an absence.  Leaves and excuses by reason of bereavement/funerals, jury duty, and pregnancy 

shall comply with university policies. Arrangement for completion of assigned work shall be made with 

the instructors.  (https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-

conduct/policiesandprocedures)   

Funerals/Bereavement: Students will be excused from class for funeral leave in the event of the death of a 

close friend or member of the student’s family or household. The number of excused absences allowed 

is determined by the distance of funeral services from Muncie as follows: 

▪ 150 miles or less – three school days 

▪ 150-300 miles – four school days 

▪ 300 miles or more – five school days 

▪ outside of North America – seven school days 

If the student is unable to attend the funeral services, the student is allowed three school days for 

bereavement. Given proper documentation, the instructor will excuse the student from class and provide 

opportunity to earn equivalent credit for assignments missed. 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
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Jury Duty:  Ball State supports the responsibilities of citizens and encourages students to engage in 

Muncie and home communities. One expectation of citizenship is jury duty.  Ball State University advises 

students summoned for jury duty to contact the court as soon as possible and to request a deferral if jury 

duty will interfere with classes.  Many jurisdictions allow college students to defer service to a later date, 

or may even exempt college students from serving on juries.  Absences will be excused for students who 

are summoned to report for jury duty or to serve as a witness in court during class time.  Official 

documentation of jury service dates or a copy of the subpoena to be a witness must be submitted to 

instructors for absences to be excused. Students are expected to make up academic work. 

Illness: Approval of absences due to illness are at the discretion of the instructor. 

Faculty are encouraged to consider whether absences are sufficiently documented and outside the 

student’s control when evaluating potential accommodations.  If a student makes a decision not to attend 

a class because of a non-emergency illness or injury, it is the responsibility of the student to discuss the 

absence with faculty. Students should consider the number of absences allowed in each class and use 

them judiciously. Often illnesses occur at the end of the semesters. Faculty members are not required to 

accept absences after their allotted amount—even in the case of illness. 

Military Service:  Individuals actively serving in the reserves or National Guard of the United States are 

required by their military contract to attend mandatory training with failure to attend punishable under 

law.  Participation in military duties is an excused absence.  Notice of absence for service must be 

provided to faculty and the student should discuss potential adjustments for any missed activities. 

Athletes:  The Ball State University Athletic Department expects all student-athletes to attend all classes 

except for University- and department-approved absences.  Student-athletes are strongly encouraged to 

provide their travel schedules and the number of classes they may miss to faculty at the beginning of each 

term to discuss potential adjustments. 

Pregnancy:  Ball State does not discriminate against any student on the basis of pregnancy or related 

conditions.  Absences due to medical conditions relating to pregnancy will be excused for as long as 

deemed medically necessary by a student's doctor and students will be given the opportunity to make up 

missed work. 

Other:  Students may encounter other circumstances (e.g., car accidents, job interviews) that result in 

course absences.  Students should work with faculty directly, though adjustments are at the discretion of 

the instructor. Where possible, and with sufficient documentation, faculty should support student 

educational activities. 

TITLE IX   Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for 

all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, 

dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers 

support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please 

visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu    

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any 

information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class 

discussions, assignments, or private conversations.  What happens after I report? The Title IX 

Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to 

schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 

mailto:bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
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• Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, 

course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus 

offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 

• If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following 

University policy. 

UNIVERSITY GRADE APPEAL POLICY  If you believe you received a final course grade that does not 

reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 

5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade 

Appeal Policy and Process. 

STUDENT ACADEMIC ETHICS POLICY   Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental 

attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct 

threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. 

To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative 

performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the 

highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for 

resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent 

academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, 

please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.   Academic integrity violations include giving 

or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your 

own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work 

independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic 

dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   

• Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, 

and open books)  

• Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, 

StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  

• Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments 

class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party 

vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  

• Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  

• Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  

• Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  

• Soliciting others to complete work for you. 

THE LEARNING CENTER  The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many 

courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) 

appointments.   To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. Testing accommodations for students 

with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from 

Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  For more information about all of 

our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. 

THE WRITING CENTER  All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, 

you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First 

Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional 

feedback on your writing.  The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions 

(in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web 

content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To 

schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person 

appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

BASIC NEEDS HUB:  If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable 

place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs 

Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to 

students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or 

learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  

THE SPEAKING CENTER  The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU 

community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed 

to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive 

feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early 

stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and 

refine your message.  The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 

302. To schedule an appointment, please access them through your Navigate app or use this direct link to 

sign up for a time. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those 

interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment. 

FERPA AND PRIVACY  As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under 

FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under 

most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. 

However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless 

a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading 

Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.  

SUBJECT TO CHANGE STATEMENT  This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating 

circumstances.  

 

http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30
https://sitecorecms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/communicationstudies/speaking-center
https://bsu.campus.eab.com/
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa

