History 201 (Section 3): American History, 1492-1876
Fall 2025, MWF 11-11:50 a.m. 
Dr. Etcheson

Office: Burkhardt 218, ext. 5-8725, netcheson@bsu.edu 
Office hours: 9-10:30 a.m. MWF or by appointment
Graduate Assistant
Sam Kidder, srluzadder@bsu.edu
Office hours: Burkhardt 105B, Tuesday and Thursday, 12-1 p.m.
Communication:


Please contact me if you have questions or problems with an assignment or the course. Please let me know if there are personal issues that are keeping you from class or coursework. I may not need to know what those issues are, although in fairness to your fellow students, I may need documentation to excuse you from attendance or authorize a makeup. Bobby Knight said, the only place success comes before work is in the dictionary. You will have to do the work, but when life gets in the way of work, I cannot help you if I do not even know there is a problem.


Dr. Etcheson  

Course description:

History 201 is a survey of the political, diplomatic, economic, cultural, and sociological forces and adjustments that have affected the United States to 1876.

Course Objectives:

This course will further the UCC-21 core curriculum goal of educating students so that they are historically literate. To achieve this goal, it will combine an emphasis on student acquisition of historical knowledge and an understanding of historical thinking and methodology.

As a Tier 1 domain course, HIST 201 helps students situate contrasting perspectives upon human experiences within the development of a particular nation (Experience→Information (E→I) transformation) and then recognize how discovery of change and continuity over time shapes and gives meaning to that information (Information→Knowledge (I→K) transformation).

This course uses a variety of in-class activities, modified lectures, primary source and textbook readings, and writing exercises, in order to meet the UCC-21 Tier 1 Humanities Domain Course requirements as articulated in the following course-specific learning objectives. The UCC-21 cognitive skills that are listed above will be met via these course objectives. Students will be able to

· identify and recognize the basic events, issues, ideas, and patterns necessary to the study of American history to 1876.

· recognize some of the key interpretations connected with that period of American history.

· identify methods historians use to gather historical evidence.

· apply these methods to evaluate historical evidence and use them to support persuasive arguments.

· explain specific historical issues from a variety of perspectives.

· apply historical understanding to contemporary issues and events.

· explain their own ideas and interpretations of early American history in organized, logical, persuasive fashion.

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes: 

Student learning outcomes will be assessed through application-based (short answer and essay) test questions, in-class quizzes, in-class writing assignments, and a paper. The aim of these exercises is to measure both historical knowledge and the cognitive transformations associated with the core curriculum. They also ask students to apply what they have learned about historical thinking and methodology in this class.

WISER+ Rationale
HIST 201 is an American Institutions/History course as course content focuses entirely upon American history and constitutes 100% of the course grade.

Required texts:

The American Yawp, vol. 1, https://www.americanyawp.com. This is a free textbook if you read it on-line or download the pdf. You can also download it as an e-book for ($12.50-25.00) or buy a paperback copy for $25.
Other documents are posted on the Canvas course site. One paper copy will be provided of each document. If you lose this copy, you may bring a printed copy for quizzes or in-class writing assignments. You will not be permitted to use electronic devices during quizzes, exams, or in-class writing assignment.
Course Assignments:
Four exams, 100 points each. (E→I transformation 1, I→K transformations 2 & 3). Exams teach students to identify and recognize basic events, ideas, issues, and patterns in American History to 1876.
Each exam will have two parts: identifications and essay. 

In the identification section, students will pick five terms from a list and identify who or what the term is, its date or time period, and its significance. 

In the essay section, students will choose one question and discuss the events and issues asked for in that question. 

Exam material is drawn from lecture and textbooks. 

Three papers, 100 points each. (I→K transformations 1 & 3) 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Students will write three papers designed for students to master the course learning objectives. Papers #1 and #2 will be written in class.
Paper #1: Perspectives (In-class writing assignment.)
Using the documents read for the in-class quizzes as well as the textbook and lectures, students will explain the role of opportunity in the formation of the American colonies. Students will evaluate the historical evidence to make a persuasive argument about colonization.
Paper #2: Interpretation of Early American History (In-class writing assignment.)
Using the documents provided about gender as well as the textbook and lectures, students will explain their own ideas and interpretation of gender roles for women in the early United States. State a thesis about those roles and use evidence from the documents, textbook, and lectures to support your thesis and prove your argument.
Paper #3: Historical Understanding and Contemporary Issues (To be turned in on Canvas.) 

Students will choose one of two quotations about the founding principles of the United States. The short quotations are from The 1619 Project and The 1776 Report.  

Using the documents provided throughout the semester as well as the textbook and lectures, students will apply historical understanding to the contemporary issues the quotation raises. Evaluate the historical evidence and make a persuasive argument about which interpretation is correct or incorrect in its application of history to the present day.


Requirements for in-class writing assignments and paper:

1) State a thesis (the argument or interpretation that you are making). “This paper will talk about Radical Reconstruction” is not a thesis, but a statement of your topic. “This paper will prove that Radical Reconstruction failed because Republicans did not reform the southern land system” is a thesis.

2) Prove your thesis chiefly with evidence from the primary source documents. Use examples from the documents to show that your thesis is correct. For example, if you argue that religion was important in founding the colonies, find examples in the documents of religion’s centrality.

3) Use evidence from the secondary sources (the lectures or the textbook) when appropriate. 
4) Cite the evidence. To cite a source, you need only put a short reference in parentheses after the material you are citing. Examples: (George Washington, p. 2), (Dr. Etcheson, Settlement of New England), or (American Yawp, p. 166). 


5) Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Points will be deducted if you do not.


6) Do not plagiarize. Whenever you use someone else’s words, you must use quotation marks. It is not sufficient to change a word or two and drop the quotation marks. You are still using someone else’s words without indicating the true authorship. Whenever you use someone else’s ideas, even if you have successfully paraphrased the words, you must have a citation to indicate whose ideas they are. See the “Guidelines on Plagiarism” posted on the Canvas site if you are unclear what constitutes plagiarism. The only permitted sources, besides your own analysis of the documents, are the textbook and Dr. Etcheson’s lectures. You may not use any other books or any internet sites. Plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment and possibly other sanctions.

7) The paper must have a title which indicates the paper’s thesis or topic. “Paper Number 3” or “Paper on Slavery” are weak titles. “Why Slavery Was a Peculiar Institution” is a more interesting title.

8) The first two papers will be written in class. The third paper must be 3-5 pages, typed, and double-spaced. The third paper must be submitted on Canvas by 5 p.m., Friday, Dec. 5. If the third paper is turned in late, ten points will be deducted. The third paper will not be accepted after 5 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 8.
Papers will be evaluated based on 

· knowledge of historical evidence and interpretations or perspectives;

· use of reasoning in analyzing, evaluating, and synthesizing evidence;

· clear written communication which demonstrates that knowledge and reasoning through a well-stated thesis, good organization, and adherence to the conventions of grammar and spelling.

The Writing Center in Robert Bell Hall, Room 295 offers free one-to-one writing feedback to all students in all classes. For an appointment, students should sign up on the Writing Center website (http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter). On the website, students can also chat with a tutor, find writing resources, and discover information about other services offered by the Writing Center. 
Attendance, Class Notes, and In-Class Quizzes, 300 points. (E→I transformations 1 & 2, I→K transformation 2) 
Attendance (100 points). 
Students are expected to attend classes except for recognized absences for university-approved travel, bereavement, illness, or genuine emergencies. The policy for Unexpected Student Leaves is available at www.bsu.edu/studentcode/leaves.
Students are responsible for informing the instructor in a timely manner of the reason for any absence. Students should assume that all due dates, late penalties, and course requirements still apply.

Incompletes will not be granted and late work will not be accepted in cases where the instructor has not been kept informed or appropriate documentation has not been provided.
Class Notes (25 points). Outlines for each lecture will be available on Canvas. These outlines constitute the study guide for the exams. 

Using these outlines, each student will write the notes for two lectures. After the lecture, the student will submit the notes to the graduate assistant by e-mail for grading. The corrected notes will be posted on Canvas for other students. 
In-class quizzes (150 points). There will be fifteen quizzes, each worth ten points. Students will be given a paper copy of the documents on which they will be quizzed or they may print one from Canvas. Students are responsible for reading the document in advance and bringing a paper copy of the document with them to class on the day of the quiz.

Quizzes teach students to identify the methods by which historians gather evidence and recognize key interpretations in American history to 1876 by working with primary and secondary sources. 
Makeups for exams, in-class writing assignments, and quizzes will be arranged as needed. If you are sick or have an emergency the day of the test, you will be able to take a makeup. Everyone may take one makeup without documentation. After that, all requests for a makeup will require documentation. All makeups for the first three exams, the in-class writing assignments, and quizzes, however, must be completed by the last Friday of classes (not the Friday of finals week). Any course assignments that are not made up by the last Friday of classes will receive a zero.

Academic Dishonesty: 

Academic dishonesty is contrary to the values of the intellectual community. Cheating shows disregard for other students as the cheater seeks to achieve the results all students strive for, good grades, without doing the work other students do. Academic dishonesty sullies the intellectual endeavor because the cheater seeks to present as his or her own work that which he or she has stolen from others. 

Cheating, plagiarism, and academic dishonesty of any kind are subject to penalties which may include failing an assignment, failing the course, or suspension/expulsion from the university. 
Papers must be written in your own words. Papers may not use any sources other than lecture, documents, and textbook. Do not lend your work to someone else. You may be liable for dishonest use of your work by another student. If you turn the paper in with your name on it, you are responsible for any problems the paper has.

For a complete discussion of academic dishonesty, see the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Section VII, available at http://www.bsu.edu/sa/article/0,1375,13330-2935-12311,00.html.
Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) for any purpose other than checking spelling or grammar will constitute cheating and will result in a zero for that assignment.
Students with Disabilities:


If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.   

Please note that a disability statement does not excuse a student from appropriate behavior that maintains classroom order nor does it constitute a waiver from any of the requirements outlined in this syllabus such as due dates and attendance.
University Diversity Statement:

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge. and through university resources found here.
Basic Needs Hub: 

The Basic Needs Hub is a virtual center for resources (such as food and housing support) available to students experiencing basic needs insecurity. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience and receive one-on-one assistance or to learn more about resources available on the hub, visit the website (Basic Needs Hub | Ball State University) and complete the Basic Needs Assistance Form.
Withdrawal: 

The full-term course withdrawal period ends Oct. 27. Through this date, students can elect to withdraw from a course; this process is completed through Self-Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your records for the course. The instructors’ permission is not required. For details, see Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog.
Grading Scale: 

930- SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11000 points, A

900-929 points, A-

870-899 points, B+ 


830-869 points, B


800-829 points, B-


770-799 points, C+


730-769 points, C


700-729 points, C-


670-699 points, D+


630-669 points, D


600-629 points, D-


0- 599 points, F

Grades will be posted electronically on Canvas. The Student Grade Appeal Policy is available at https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal. 
Schedule of Classes:

Please bear in mind that this schedule may need to be altered as circumstances require. In case of public health or other emergencies, Ball State University may adopt new policies. Students as well as faculty will be required to comply with these measures.

Week 1: Read American Yawp, ch.1 


Aug. 18: Introduction. (Primary and Secondary Sources & Guidelines on Plagiarism and Artificial Intelligence quiz.)

Aug. 20: Origins of the Native Americans

Aug. 22: Native American Cultures. (Read Iroquois Creation Account for quiz.)
Week 2: Read American Yawp, ch. 1-2

Aug. 25: Contact 
Aug. 27: Conquest 
Aug. 29: Chesapeake (Read Charter of the Virginia Company for in-class quiz.)
Week 3: Read American Yawp, ch. 2-3

Sept. 3: Colonial Virginia

Sept. 5: Emergence of Slavery (Read Olaudah Equiano, excerpts from Interesting Narrative for in-class quiz.)

Week 4: Read American Yawp, ch. 2-3

Sept. 8: Settlement of New England (Read John Winthrop, Modell of Christian Charity for in-class quiz.)

Sept. 10: New England Decline


Sept. 12: First Exam
Week 5: Read American Yawp, ch. 3-4

Sept. 15: Glorious Revolution
Sept. 17: Salutary Neglect
Sept. 19: Taxation (Read George Robert Twelves Hewes, excerpts from his memoir for in-class quiz.)
Week 6: Read American Yawp, ch. 4-5
Sept. 22: Representation
Sept. 24: Revolutionary War. (Read John and Abigail Adams Letters for in-class quiz.)
Sept. 26: First in-class writing assignment. For instructions and documents, see Canvas. 
Week 7: Read American Yawp, ch. 6
Sept. 29: Articles of Confederation

Oct. 1: Constitution. (Read the Constitution of the United States for in-class quiz.)

Oct. 3: Hamilton’s Program 
Week 8: Read American Yawp, ch. 6

Oct. 8: Foreign Affairs

Oct. 10: Second Exam

Week 9: Read American Yawp, ch. 6-7

Oct. 13: Revolution of 1800 
Oct. 15: Neutral Rights. (Read Tecumseh speech for in-class quiz.)

Oct. 17: War of 1812 
Week 10: Read American Yawp, ch. 8-9

Oct. 20: Era of Good Feelings
Oct. 22: Market Revolution
Oct. 24: Bank War. (Read Andrew Jackson, Veto Message, for in-class quiz.)

Week 11: Read American Yawp, ch. 11

Oct. 27: Indian Removal
Oct. 29: Nullification

Oct. 31: Women. Second in-class writing assignment. For instructions and documents, see Canvas. 
Week 12: Read American Yawp, ch. 11-12
Nov. 3: Immigration (Read Americus, poem about Butcher Bill Poole for in-class quiz.)

Nov. 5: African Americans
Nov. 7: Third Exam
Week 13: Read American Yawp, ch. 10, 12

Nov. 10: Reform 

Nov. 12: Manifest Destiny (Read John O’Sullivan, excerpts from “Annexation” for in-class quiz.)

Nov. 14: U.S.-Mexican War 
Week 14: Read American Yawp, ch. 13
Nov. 17: Compromise of 1850. (Read Robert C. Nell, “Declaration of Sentiments” for in-class quiz.)
Nov. 19: Kansas Civil War

Nov. 21: Rise of Lincoln
Week 15: Read American Yawp, ch. 14
Nov. 24: War for the Union (Read James B. Griffin Letters and Elisha Hunt Rhodes Diary for in-class quiz.)
Week 16: Read American Yawp, ch. 14-15
Dec. 1: Hard War 
Dec. 3: Presidential Reconstruction. (Read Mississippi Black Codes for in-class quiz.)
Dec. 5: Radical Reconstruction. Third Paper due on Canvas by midnight.
All late in-class writing assignments are due and makeups for the first three exams and all quizzes must be completed by 5 p.m.
Week 17: Review course materials for in-class review session on Dec. 8. 
Fourth Exam: 9:45-11:45 a.m., Thursday, Dec. 11
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