
HIST 200-1: Introduction to History and Historical Methods  
Instructor: Dr. Amy K. Bosworth (she/her/hers) 

 
Course Description and Goals 
This course plays a foundational role in the development of the cognitive skills and disciplinary 
competencies associated with the History Department’s learning outcomes for its majors.  Taken 
early in a history major’s course of study, it introduces students to historical methods, thinking, 
research, and writing; helps them develop the skills and competencies required to perform well in 
the major; and prepares them to satisfactorily complete research projects in upper-level history 
courses.  In other words – we are exploring the discipline of history and “doing” history by 
completing a semester-long original research project.   
 
Students will be able to: 
- Consider of the goals and methods of history. 
- Cultivate the ability to: identify and comprehend historical arguments, practice historical 

analysis and interpretation of primary and secondary sources, pose historical questions, and 
engage in historical research. 

- Appropriately use The Chicago Manual of Style with regard to endnotes, footnotes, and 
bibliographies. 

- Explain relevant issues within the context of the course or project. 
- Apply high-impact skill sets to their field of study. 
 
Required Textbook 
All assigned readings will be posted in Canvas and available for free.  Student may want to have 
access to a copy of The Chicago Manual of Style, but that is optional and a link to the online 
version is in Canvas. 
 
Grading 
Research Project – 30% 
Discussion Board Posts – 30% 
Research Paper – 20% 
Attendance & Participation – 20% 
 
Final Grade Scale 
A = 93-100   A- = 90-92 

B+ = 87-89   B = 83-86   B- = 80-82 

C+ = 77-79   C = 73-76   C- = 70-72 

D+ = 67-69   D = 63-66   D- = 60-62 

F = 59 or below 

 

Class Policies 



** By enrolling in HIST 200, students agree to adhere to the following class policies and accept 

the consequences outlined for behavior/s deemed unacceptable ** 

 

• Everyone deserves a distraction-free environment in the classroom.  Please keep conversation 
to a minimum during lecture.  Cellphone use not allowed during class time.  Please shut off or 
silence your device prior to the beginning of lecture.  Laptops and tablets allowed only for note 
taking and other class-related activities.  Please refrain from texting, tweeting, using Snapchat 
or TikTok, watching videos, etc. while in class.  Save all enthusiastic pronouncements on social 
media regarding HIST 200 until AFTER the end of class.  Students will be asked to leave the 
classroom for repeated infringements of the above and lose any points associated with that day.  

• Academic misconduct, in any form, not tolerated.  This includes (but is not limited to) turning 
in another’s work as your own, giving another student answers during an exam, copying from 
another student’s exam or assignment, using sources not assigned in class.  Those found 
engaging in academic misconduct will receive a ‘0’ for the assignment and the Associate Provost 
contacted.  For a complete description of behaviors that constitute academic misconduct and 
the university’s policies regarding this behavior: 
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/Studen
tCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx  

 
 
 
 
 
• All work submitted must be original to spring semester 2026.  Students re-taking the course may 

NOT submit work from previous semesters for credit.  Any work previously submitted will 
receive a grade of ‘0’ and an alternate/second assignment submission not allowed. 

• The recording of lecture and class discussion NOT permitted.   
• Selling OR posting class materials (lectures, quizzes, exams, etc.) online is NOT allowed.  Class 

materials posted for free as “study guides” and made available online fall into this category 
too!  Students engaging in these activities will be reported to the administration. 

• Students expected to access Canvas on a regular basis (three or more times a week) and held 
responsible for any information contained within.  This includes announcements. “I do not look 
at Canvas” NOT considered a valid excuse for missing a deadline, etc.  

 

Other Information 

• Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff 

and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community 

are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those 

we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence 

Pledge. For Bias Incident Response service information, go to bsu.edu/multiculturalcenter/bias 

or e-mail mc2@bsu.edu. 

💾  All work submi-ed must be the student’s own.  Assignments completed using any form of AI 
will NOT be accepted for credit.  (This includes Grammarly.)  

Using AI is considered academic misconduct and the above penalDes apply. 💾 
 



• We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 

valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we 

serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or 

accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as 

possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with 

disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 

or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE – TOPICS, READINGS, DUE DATES, … 
Week 1  
The “BIG” questions - What is history?  Is it even worth studying Quiz 1 
 
Week 2  
Is History “Dangerous?” 
- Research Project – Pick a Topic due in Canvas by midnight EST Friday 
 
Week 3  
United States History in the Classroom 
 

Week 4  
Historiography – It’s Might Sound Boring but It’s SUPER Important  
 
Week 5   
Research Week I 
- Research Project: Secondary Sources assignment due in Canvas by midnight EST on Friday 
 
Week 6  
They Said What?  Working with Primary Sources 
 
Week 7  
Research Week II 
- No class meeting Friday è please attend one or more sessions of the Student History 

Conference 
- Research Project: Primary Sources assignment due in Canvas by midnight EST on Sunday 
 
Week 8  
Visual Sources 
 
Week 9  
SPRING BREAK 

** USE THE TEXTBOOK è WOLRD HISTORY TO 1500 ** 

https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu


 

Week 10  
History in Museums I - DOMA 
 
Week 11  
 History in Museums II – When the Past and the Present Collide  
 
Week 12  
Research Week III 
- Research Project: Visual Sources assignment due in Canvas Sunday at midnight EST 
 
Week 13 
It’s Presentation Week!!! 
 

Week 14  
TBD – What do you need?? 

 
Week 15  
INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS WITH DR BOSWORTH 
 
Week 16  
INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS WITH DR BOSWORTH  
 
Week 17  
- Research Project (final version) due in Canvas by midnight on Thursday 


