COMM 150: Communication in a Connected World

Meeting Time: Tuesday / Thursday, 12:30-1:45 PM
Class Location: Letterman Building, Room 123

Instructor: Mary Moore (she/her) mkmoore@bsu.edu Office: LB 368 Office Hours: Monday, 1-3

Course Description

Introduces major theories, concepts, and research traditions in the field of communication; examines
interpersonal, group, organizational, rhetorical, mass, and intercultural contexts with emphasis on how
communication shapes identity, relationships, and society; designed to provide a foundation for critical

analysis and application of communication in personal, civic, and professional life.

Student Learning Objectives

Course SLOs

UCC SLOs (Social and Behavioral)

Describe and explain major concepts, theoretical
perspectives, and historical contexts in the
communication discipline.

Demonstrate knowledge of major
concepts, theoretical perspectives,
empirical patterns, or historical
contexts within a given social or
behavioral domain (ICC SLO 5.1).

Compare and contrast communication theories,
traditions, and approaches, noting their strengths
and weaknesses.

Identify the strengths and
weaknesses of contending
explanations or interpretations for
social, behavioral, or

historical phenomena (ICC SLO 5.2).

Analyze examples of communication to explain
how communication knowledge informs ethical,
civic, and

global decision-making.

Identify examples of how social,
behavioral, or historical knowledge
informs and can shape personal,
ethical, civic, or global decisions and
responsibilities (ICC SLO 5.6).

COMM 150 is part of the University Core Curriculum. As such, COMM 150 contributes to

your overall experience at BSU by enabling you to:
e Realize yourintellectual potential.

e Addbreadth and depth to your educational experience.
e Develop skills that promote lifelong success through critical analysis and

meaningful application.

e Apply principles of communication to accomplish your goals, be they personal,

professional, and/or civic.

Required Text

Introduction to Communication (Lumen Learning / SUNY OER textbook) found online.




COMM 150 Assignments

Assignment Points Percent SLO Alignment
Midterm Exam (in-class) 200 20% 5.1,5.2

Final Exam (in-class) 200 20% 5.1,5.6
Communication Journal 200 20% 5.6

In-Class Activity Points 150 15% 51,5.2
Wikipedia Project & Presentation 250 25% 5.1,5.2,5.6
Total 1000 100%

Attendance Policy

As this is a face-to-face class that focuses on communication, attendance is expected and encouraged.
Students who miss more than 20% of the total class meetings will receive a grade deduction at the end
of the semester (this will be done manually when we submit grades).

Late Work Policy

Communication journal check-ins and the final presentation are the two components of this course with
fixed due dates. Late journal check-ins will be accepted up to 3 days after the due date with a 10% per
day deduction; after 3 days, the check-in will no longer be accepted for credit. The final presentation
must be delivered on its scheduled date, since presentation slots are limited and other students depend
on the schedule; students who anticipate a conflict should contact me at least one week in advance. In-
class activity points cannot be made up late, since they require presence and participation on the day
assigned.

Course Al Policy

Generative Al tools (such as ChatGPT, Claude, or similar) may be used in this course only in the ways
specifically outlined below:
e Permitted: using Al to brainstorm topics, check grammar, or clarify a concept from the reading, as
a study aid.
e« Not permitted: using Al to generate journal entries, presentation content, or exam answers. All
written reflection and presentation content must represent the student's own thinking and voice.
¢ Midterm and final exams are in-class and closed-note, so Al use during exams is not applicable.
Students who are unsure whether a particular use falls within these guidelines should ask the instructor
before submitting work.

BALL STATE STATEMENTS:

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various
experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect
and civil discourse.



Disability Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record
as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities;
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided.
Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic
dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the
pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation and to equitably assign
evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate
that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics

Policy.

Ball State First Day

Students’ course materials are available via Canvas and through the Ball State First Day partnership with Barnes &
Noble. This program ensures students obtain all their course materials the first day of classes. Students are
automatically enrolled in the program and charged the flat course material fee on their BSU eBill. Students can opt
out of the program by the deadline listed on the “Course Materials” page in Canvas. Please review the program
details to make the most informed decision regarding your course materials and participation in this program: Ball

State First Day

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages
free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each personin the
Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in
people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the
resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Academic Support Services

The Speaking Center: The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community
wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a
more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout
the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing
your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message. The Center is in the David Letterman
Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your
Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.
Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an
immersive speaking environment.

The Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball
State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an
appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly
to bsu.navigate.eab.com. Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who
have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning
Center. Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an Sl leader for your course, that
person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more
information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on
Instagram: BallStatel C.




The Writing Center: All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are
encouraged to use the Writing Center to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center can help you
at any stage of the writing process, whether you’re just getting started and need help brainstorming or when you’re
wrapping up a project and just want a second set of eyes. We work with writers from all disciplines and with all
kinds of writing, including essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows,
poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts.

You can choose from three appointment types: getting started on a new project (Planning appointment),
discussing an existing draft (Feedback appointment), or scheduling time to work, with a tutor on hand to keep you
motivated (Accountability appointment). To schedule a free appointment, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. We offer
online appointments any time we’re open, or you can meet a tutor face-to-face in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays
and Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings. Make sure you plan ahead, because appointments book
quickly!

Student Services: If at any time you need the assistance of a mental health professional, are having difficulty
affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis,
help is available through the Dean of Students Office: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-
students.

Recording the Class

Your speeches will be recorded by your lab instructor if you and will only be shared with the director/asst director
in case of grade challenge. No other electronic recording or broadcast of any portion of this class is permitted
without permission; posting audio or video recordings of any portion of this class online is not permitted without
permission.

Course & Instructor Evaluation

Students will have an opportunity to participate in formal assessment of this course and the instructor’s teaching
performance at the end of the semester through the university’s online evaluation process.

Subject to Change Statement

The syllabus and course schedule may be adjusted because of scheduling difficulties or instructional need. You
are responsible for all materials and instructions given in class and on Canvas.



