[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]COURSE SYLLABUS NUR 404
Baccalaureate
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
Fall 2025
COURSE NUMBER: 	NUR 404 
COURSE TITLE: 		Population Health
COURSE CREDIT: 		4.0 credit hours 
				Lecture Hours: Two (2.0) credits; (1 cr hr = 50 mins); 27 clock hrs/semester
				Clinical Hours: Two (2.0) credits; 90 clock hrs/semester (1 cr hr = 3 hrs - 60 mins
PREREQUISITES: 	Prerequisites: HSC 180; NUR 322, 340, 370; PSYS 241 or SOC 382; all of these courses must have a grade of C or better; permission of the director of the school.
CO-REQUISITES:		Co-requisites: NUR 402, 406
 
FACULTY: 
Available in-person, by phone or Zoom; arrangements may be made to meet on campus or remote via Zoom, as needed.
             Name: Mrs. Amy Yakos
Email: acyakos@bsu.edu
		Office Room Number: HB 486
Office Hours: Monday 5p-7p in Cooper Science or remote, Tuesday in-person (location may vary) 12pm-1pm and 3pm-5pm. Please request appointment time via email. 
		
		Name: Mrs. Janelle Wendel
Email: jmwendel@bsu.edu
		Office Room Number: HB 475
Office Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday 3pm-4pm (location may vary) in person by appointment, Mondays 9-12 remote.  Please request an appointment for other days/times meetings via email.  

		Name: Dr. Robin Cooper
Email: rlcooper2@bsu.edu
Office Room Number: HB 475
Office Hours: Wednesday 11a-1p in office and 1pm-4pm virtual. Or arrangements may be made to meet on campus or remote via Zoom, as needed. Please schedule appointments via email.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Applies nursing process with individuals, families, and aggregates across the 					lifespan in various community settings. Uses concepts of public health, nursing, 					health promotion, risk reduction, disease prevention, epidemiology, 						information/health care technologies, human diversity, research, and health care 					systems/policies emphasizing collaborative practice and use of community 					resources.  

COURSE RATIONALE: 	The purpose of this senior level course is to further develop the student's skills 					with the nursing process. The course synthesizes knowledge and skills in a way 					that enables students to provide nursing care in community settings. Community 					health settings provide maximum opportunity for synthesis, because of the 					number and complexity of assessment variables, the range of potential nursing 					diagnoses, and the need to intervene at all three levels of prevention. This course 					also focuses the student's attention on the total scope of health services and the 					array of nursing roles and functions in non-institutional settings.

COURSE OUTCOMES: 
1. Applies theoretical knowledge of nursing, public health, and related disciplines to provide therapeutic nursing interventions in community settings.  (Didactic/clinical) [Program Outcome 1,2,3,4,5,6,7/ Baccalaureate Essentials 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10]
2. Applies the nursing process in primary, secondary, and tertiary levels of prevention across the lifespan in community settings.  (Clinical) [Program Outcome  1,2,3,4,5,6,7/ Baccalaureate Essentials 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10]
3. Analyzes health care system and policy issues and trends related to individual society and global needs that impact community health nursing practice.  (Didactic/clinical) [Program Outcome 3,7/ Baccalaureate Essentials 5,7]
4. Applies research findings from public health science, nursing science, and epidemiology to the nursing process in primary, secondary, and tertiary levels of prevention.  (Didactic/clinical) [Program Outcome 3,5,7/ Baccalaureate Essentials 3,4,7,9,10]
5. Uses effective communication to collaborate with community health professionals, peers, faculty, clients, and other members of the community  (Didactic/clinical) [Program Outcome 1,2,3,4,5,6,7/  Baccalaureate Essentials 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10]
6. Demonstrates professionalism in nursing practice.  (Clinical) [Program Outcome 7/ Baccalaureate Essentials 9]

BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM OUTCOMES:  
1.  	Demonstrate clinical judgment using knowledge from the arts, humanities, biological and social sciences.                                      (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10) 
2. Develop and implement person-centered plans of care that incorporates the nursing process in collaboration with the interprofessional healthcare team. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) 
3. Demonstrate inclusive nursing care of diverse individuals and groups across the lifespan from health promotion to disease management. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10). 
4. Utilize evidence-based nursing knowledge for provision of safe and quality nursing practice. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) 
5. Apply knowledge of healthcare systems to promote optimal patient outcomes. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) 
6. Integrate information management and technology in nursing practice. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) 
7. Exemplify leadership, professionalism, and ethics to advance nursing practice. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) 


Immersive Learning (HIPs) Student Learning Outcomes 
1. 	Students will create a constructive collaborative climate. 
2. 	Students will apply previous knowledge or skills to demonstrate comprehension and performance in novel situations.
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES OF NURSING – ESSENTIALS introduce the 10 domains representing the essence of professional nursing practice
1:  Knowledge for Nursing Practice
2:  Person-Centered Care
3:  Population Health
4:  Scholarship for the Nursing Discipline
5:  Quality and Safety
6:  Interprofessional Partnerships
7:  Systems-Based Practice
8:  Informatics and Healthcare Technologies
9:  Professionalism
10: Personal, Professional, and Leadership Development

QUALITY AND SAFETY EDUCATION FOR NURSES (QSEN) COMPETENCIES:
1. Patient-Centered Care:
Recognize the patient or designee as the source of control and full partner in providing compassionate and 
coordinated care based on respect for patient’s preferences, values, and needs.

2. Teamwork and Collaboration:
Function effectively within nursing and inter-professional teams, fostering open communication, mutual 
respect, and shared decision-making to achieve quality patient care.

3. Evidence-Based Practice (EBP):
Integrate best current evidence with clinical expertise and patient/family preferences and values for delivery 
of optimal health care.

4. Quality Improvement:
Use data to monitor the outcomes of care processes and use improvement methods to design and test 
changes to continuously improve the quality and safety of health care systems.

5. Safety:
Minimizes risk of harm to patients and providers through both system effectiveness and individual 
performance.

6. Informatics:
Use information and technology to communicate, manage knowledge, mitigate error, and support decision-
making. 

AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION NURSING: SCOPE AND STANDARDS OF PRACTICE:
Standards of Professional Nursing Practice 
      Standard 1: Assessment
      Standard 2: Diagnosis 
      Standard 3: Outcomes Identification 
      Standard 4: Planning 
      Standard 5: Implementation 
      Standard 5A: Coordination of Care
      Standard 5B: Health Teaching and Health Promotion 
      Standard 6: Evaluation 
      Standards of Professional Performance 
      Standard 7: Ethics 
      Standard 8: Advocacy
      Standard 9: Respectful and Equitable Practice
      Standard 10: Communication 
      Standard 11: Collaboration 
      Standard 12: Leadership 
      Standard 13: Education 
      Standard 14: Scholarly Inquiry  
      Standard 15: Quality of Practice 
      Standard 16: Professional Practice Evaluation 
      Standard 17: Resource Stewardship
      Standard 18: Environmental Health 
AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION CODE OF ETHICS FOR NURSES WITH INTERETIVE STATEMENTS 
     Provision 1: Affirming Health through Relationships of Dignity and Respect 
     Provision 2: The Patient as Nursing’s Foundational Commitment 
     Provision 3: Advocacy’s Geography 
     Provision 4: The Expectations of Expertise 
     Provision 5: The Nurse as Person of Dignity and Worth 
     Provision 6: The Moral Milieu of Nursing Practice   
     Provision 7: Diverse Contributions to the Practice 
     Provision 8: Collaboration to Reach for Greater Ends 
     Provision 9: Social Justice: Reaching Out to a World in Need of Nursing 

COURSE TOPICS:
· Community Health Nursing in the Home Setting 
· Community Health Nursing in Public Agencies 
· Case Management/Care Coordination with Community Resources 
· Health Policy 
· Health Promotion Across the Lifespan 
· Application of Epidemiology 
· Communicable Diseases 
· Global Health 
· Community Health Settings: school, work, correctional, faith based communities
· Populations at Risk
· Disaster Preparedness
· 	Environmental Health


TEACHING STRATEGIES: Lecture, asynchronous online learning, discussion, clinical experiences, health 					promotion activities, aggregate project, group and individual 							conferences/seminars, selected readings, case study, care plan, computer assisted 					instruction programs, online research, Canvas discussions, handouts, and audio-					visual materials

TEXTS:

	Required textbooks for NUR 404

1. Stanhope, M. & Lancaster, J. (2022). Foundations for population health in community/public health nursing (6th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Elsevier


Required textbooks for ALL nursing courses:

1. School of Nursing. (current) Baccalaureate nursing program handbook. Internet (on 
line under Community of Baccalaureate Students in Canvas) 
2. American Nurses Association. (2021). Scope & standards of practice (4th ed.). Washington, 
DC: American Nurses Publishing.
3. American Nurses Association. (2015). Code of ethics for nurses with interpretive 
statements. Washington, DC: American Nurses Publishing.
4. American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of American 
Psychological Association (7th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological 
Association.

Students are required to keep all books from previous nursing courses: NUR 230, 231, 322, 
330, 340, 350, 370, 402, 406, and Anatomy & Physiology books. 


[bookmark: _Hlk174530409]GRADING POLICIES:  	Grades are private and available only on Canvas.  Communication with the 					instructor of a confidential nature is to be conducted via your BSU email.	Late 					Clinical Pass/Fail Assignments : The first late clinical 								assignment is a warning; second late assignment is an unsatisfactory clinical with 					clinical points deduction and make up assignment, and third results in a second 					unsatisfactory and course failure.  All course assignments are expected to be 					submitted by a date and time on the course calendar. Late assignments will 					receive a 20% deduction if late, as well as additional 20% deduction for each 					subsequent late day. There will be no rounding of grades.

EXAMINATION POLICIES:
There will be three exams that will consist of comprehensive questions. Exams will cover assigned readings and online activities, videos, and class/lab activities. You are expected to review pertinent content taught in previous courses. Pertinent content from earlier courses will be integrated into examinations. 
Exam dates, start time and content are listed on the course calendar. You may schedule a meeting with faculty to review your exam. A student who scores less than 78% on an exam should schedule a meeting with faculty for discussion of study skills and methods to improve exam scores. Meeting this expectation is the student’s responsibility. 
Exams will be taken in the classroom using Respondus lockdown on your own laptop. Exams will be scheduled for an hour of class time. If you have accommodations that require extended testing time, you will need to make arrangements with the learning center at least 5 business days prior to the scheduled exam. If you are unable to obtain an appointment during the testing period immediately contact your course faculty to make arrangements. 
It is your responsibility to complete the practice Respondus Lockdown Browser quiz before the first exam to make sure your computer technology is ready. This process should be repeated anytime there is a change in the device you use. (Ex: system updates, new or borrowed computer.) Refer to Respondus Lockdown Browser information on Canvas for information on downloading Respondus. BSU RESPONDUS INFO LINK
On exam days, you must bring your student ID. Prior to the exam your ID will be utilized to verify attendance.
 Be certain your computer is fully charged before class. We cannot guarantee there will be a charging station available. If your computer is not charged, you may not be able to complete the exam. 
Be in your seat on time and prepared for the exam. Seating may be arranged by instructor. Follow instructor directions regarding placement upon entering classroom. If you arrive once the classroom door is closed, you will only be permitted to enter the room at the next exam release time. A 10% deduction on your exam will be given if you are late or fail to contact course faculty prior to class. Without previous arrangements, a grade of zero may be given for any exam not completed within the testing period. 
You will need to leave all materials (books, bags, calculator, notes, silenced phones, smart watches, and other electronic devices) in a secured location designated by the instructor. A blank white piece of paper may be used during the exam. 
Once your exam is completed, you may close your laptop and remain seated.  Dismissal of students who have completed the exam will be done at 15 minute intervals. Once you are dismissed, without talking, collect your belongings and exit the room silently. 
Do not congregate in the hallway following exiting the room, the noise in the hallway can be heard in the classroom and disruptive to students still taking the exam.
If any suspicious behavior is observed, you may be asked to exit the exam and the testing area immediately. A thorough investigation will be completed. Consequences will follow course and program guidelines. Attempting to bypass Lockdown Browser and use of AI are examples of behavior that will have you removed from the classroom and unable to complete the exam. 
In the case of serious personal illness (i.e. emergency department visit or hospitalization) or the death of an immediate family member, students are expected to contact the course instructor regarding the situation. Alternative arrangements will be made. A doctor’s note or evidence of attendance at the funeral may be requested. A missed exam must be made up within five (5) school days after the scheduled test date. Make-up exams may be in a different format and may consist of short answer and/or essay questions. Only one make-up exam is allowed unless extraordinary circumstances exist and course faculty grants permission. 
No questions may be challenged beyond one week following the test.					
ACADEMIC ETHICS POLICY:
			Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university 				community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the 				foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be 					tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of 			scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a 				climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. 
			To view the complete academic ethics policy, please visit 							https://www.bsu.edu/associateprovost/academicethics
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
Generative AI
Some Use of Generative AI Permitted Under Some Circumstances or With Explicit Permission 
You may use generative AI applications for some work submitted in this course. Students may use AI tools to assist in researching ideas and refining their written work. However, these tools may not be used to create or generate the content of assignments/papers/projects. If AI is used to refine or support your writing, proper citation is required to acknowledge its contribution. This ensures academic integrity and reflects the role of AI in the process of idea development and enhancement, rather than in the creation of original work. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Guidance on how to cite AI Generated Content: https://guides.lib.purdue.edu/c.php?g=1371380&p=10135074	
Writing assignments in this course will be submitted to Turnitin via Canvas Assignments either directly by you, or by your instructor on your behalf. Turnitin generates a report on the originality of your writing by comparing it with a database of periodicals, books, online content, student papers, and other published work. Use of Turnitin can be useful for the detection of plagiarism. This report can also help you discern when you are using sources fairly, citing properly, and paraphrasing effectively—skills essential to all academic work. It is recommended that you submit your paper early enough to review your Turnitin report before the final due date. Then, if necessary, you will have time to ask for help from your instructor or from someone at the Writing Center. 


COURSE GRADING:
		
	ASSIGNMENT
	POINTS 

	Exam One
	100

	Exam Two
	100

	Exam Three
	100

	Population Focus Project
	150

	Global Health Watch Project
	75

	Policy Paper
	25

	Clinical Expectation Points
	25

	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE
	575



CLINICAL REQUIREMENTS:
All components are required and must earn a satisfactory rating to pass the course (90.0 h) 
	
	HOURS

	Clinical orientation and simulations / Preceptor/faculty consultation
	 8

	Home visiting clinical
	16

	Population Focus project
	40

	Community/Public Health clinical & service learning
	20

	Global Health Watch project
	 6

	
	

	TOTAL
	90



GRADING SCALE:
	92 - 100% = A
	70 - 71.9% = C-

	90 - 91.9%= A-
	68 - 69.9% = D+

	88 – 88.9% = B+
	62 - 68.9% = D

	82 - 87.9% = B
	60 - 61.9% = D-

	80 - 81.9% = B-
	 0 -  60% = F

	78 - 79.9% = C+
	

	72 - 77.9% = C
	



The student's total performance including course work and exam scores will be calculated to determine the course grade. Due to the professional and safety qualities necessary in nursing, a grade of C- or lower or an average exam score of less than 78% is unacceptable in all required nursing courses.  If the exam score falls below 78%, the student's overall grade will be posted as a C-.

Examination Grading Policy 
It is the policy of the School of Nursing that examination scores must average 78% or higher to progress to the next semester of nursing courses. There is no curving or rounding of scores. Individual nursing classes have examination policies, including make-up, and will be found in the individual class syllabi. *If a student receives a C or higher in a course but does not receive a 78% test average or higher, they will not be able to progress to the next level of courses in the nursing program. 

NOTE: Any evidence of academic dishonesty will follow the university policies and may result in a “zero” grade and/or other resolutions for the assignment (e.g., test, quiz, paper, Canvas discussions, care plans, pre-class and in-class assignments, etc.)


ONLINE RESOURCES:  A BSU network account for email and Canvas.  File sharing account, Zoom and WebEx  SOFTWARE:   Microsoft Office

TECHNICAL INFORMATION:
Technical Assistance:
If you have any issues with your course(s), or related technology, please contact the Nursing Simulation and Information Technology Center (SITC) directly at 765-285-5584 (Monday - Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM ET).
 
If you have problems with Canvas between the hours 5:00PM and 8:00AM or weekends, you can contact the University Technology Support (UTS) Helpdesk 765-285-1517 select prompt 2 (24 hours daily) or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.  Do not contact the UTS Helpdesk between the hours of 8:00AM – 5:00PM Monday through Friday unless instructed by the Nursing SITC.

COURSE POLICIES:
Successful completion of NUR 404 includes all of following:
1. An overall average of ≥78% on exams prior to adding the other assignment scores to calculate the final course grade. 
2. Completion of all course assignments.
3. An overall grade of 72% (C) in the course.
4. Consistent demonstration of satisfactory clinical performance, including all written assignments.
5. Attendance for final conference with faculty.

Academic Assessment:  Exams, quizzes, module assignments, population focused project, journals/care plans, papers, global health assignment, presentations, and class participation.
Students are required to participate in course assessment activities.  A copy of sample papers will be collected from students as part of program assessment. Students are also requested to complete course, clinical, and faculty evaluations at the end of the semester. At the end of the program, students will complete an exit program survey.

Attendance: Attendance is required. If a student is unable to meet the weekly course requirements, the student needs to notify the faculty and state reason. See the "Clinical Guide" for policies on attendance in clinical. *Please note that make up exams are not routinely available. Documentation of illness or emergency is required to schedule a makeup.  University attendance policy – Students are expected to attend all of their classes, https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies

When absence from any assigned class is necessitated, immediately phone the instructor and leave a message including your name, phone number, date, and time of call.  In the event you are unable to reach the instructor, call the office of the Baccalaureate Office Secretary (765-285-5570) and leave the above message as well as lab instructor’s name.  Notifying a classmate and having them apprise the instructor of your absence is unacceptable. 

Notify the classroom instructor if you are unable to take an exam due to illness or death in the family. As stated above, documentation will be required. Exams are to be made up as soon as can be arranged, preferably the first school day after the absence.  More than one exam cannot be made up unless extreme circumstances exist and permission is granted by course faculty.  Make-up exams may be essay.  Two absences from the classroom experiences may necessitate withdrawal from the course.  

Participation and Timeliness
Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success.  During online course work, this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic means provided.

It is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind.  You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates.  Developing a routine is essential.
All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date.  Refer to course calendar for assignment due dates. Refer to grading policies for late assignment policy.  

Classroom (or Online) Conduct: Students should observe proper "netiquette." Treat fellow classmates and faculty with respect, even if you strongly disagree with their postings. There is room for all opinions in our forum--we are here to share and learn, together. Always be professional.

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines titled Student Academic Ethics Policy as presented on the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs Website, https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
and the Baccalaureate Program Handbook.. Plagiarism and any other academic misconduct (e.g. sharing or selling course material) can be addressed in university policies and referred to the Office of the Associate Provost. 
 
Ball State Academic Integrity (Honesty) Policy will be followed as it applied to the format of this course. All written must be the sole work of the students whose name appears on it. Any individual assessment – in whole or part – submitted by two or more students will result in grades of zero for each student. Additionally, original work must be submitted. Submitting one’s own or another person’s work that has been previously presented for another class at Ball State University or elsewhere without the instructor’s knowledge is considered academic dishonesty. For example, research papers, projects, and/or reviews in any other nursing course or other courses cannot be submitted and used for NUR 404. New sources, (e.g., articles, papers, presentations) must be identified and used for the purposes of this course.
NOTE: Any evidence of academic dishonesty will follow the university policies and may result in a “zero” grade and/or other resolutions for the assignment (e.g., test, quiz, paper, Canvas discussions, care plans, pre-class and in-class assignments, etc.) .

Fraternization: Fraternization with clients is professionally unethical.

Confidentiality: Breach of client confidentiality is a serious error and disciplinary action may follow a violation.

Reflection of Diversity: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Students with Disabilities: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Communication: For any communication with the School of Nursing, always use your BSU email. The instructor will typically respond to email communication within 48 hours of receiving them and may not respond over weekends and holidays. Faculty phone number is provided for emergent needs on clinical days. 

Student responsibility: A student should respond to a faculty member’s email communication within 48 hours of receiving the email from the faculty. The faculty does not expect the student to respond over weekends and holidays.

Programs and Services: Visit Programs and Services for a list of programs and services to support and engage students at Ball State.

The number one concern of the Ball State Counseling Center is the health and mental health of the Ball State community. The Counseling Center is offering both in-person and telehealth appointments. Visit the Counseling Center for more information.

The Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University's campus food pantry. The pantry is located in the lower level of the Student Center, Room L-27 and is available for use to all undergraduate and graduate students.

STUDENT SUCCESS SERVICES:
Director: Nick Atlas
Director of Student Services
College of Health
HB 214
765-285-4140
Nickolas.atlas@bsu.edu

Learning Center  

The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills tutoring. 
Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. 
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.  You can also download the Navigate Student app. 
Check our website for more information. 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. 
For more information about all of our programming visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu. 
Follow us on Instagram and X: BallStateLC

The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

CLINICAL POLICIES: 

Attendance: When absence from any assigned clinical/lab session is necessitated, immediately phone the instructor and leave a message including your name, phone number, date, and time of call. In the event you are unable to reach the instructor, call the office of the Baccalaureate Office Secretary (765-285-5570) and leave the above message as well as lab instructor’s name. If the clinical lab site is on campus, follow the above procedure. If the clinical/lab site is off campus, contact the assigned agency first, and then follow the above procedure. On return to clinical/lab session, the student must plan clinical/lab session make-ups with the clinical instructor and class make-up with the class instructor.  Failure to notify the clinical unit and instructor of lateness or absence will result in an unsatisfactory clinical day. All clinical and laboratory absences must be made up.  
If a preceptor releases you from clinical early, you must notify your instructor at the time of dismissal from the clinical site. 
Two absences from the lab/clinical experiences may necessitate withdrawal from the course.  
Requirements:
· Satisfactory clinical performance is required to pass the course, regardless of points accumulated. Clinical laboratory performance is evaluated according to the Clinical Evaluation Sheet.
· Each student is required to fully participate in all course activities. Clinical experiences include (1) home health/hospice care with home visits, (2) selected community clinical experiences, (3) Population Focus Project with community interaction/teaching, (4) Global Health/Cultural Awareness project and presentation, (5) detailed journals/care plans, 
(6) simulated lab experiences, and (7) post conference/seminar.
· Each student is accountable for his or her own nursing practice, using safe, theoretically based procedures in client care. Knowledge and skills gained in previous courses are expected to be utilized in all course and clinical activities. 
· Satisfactory clinical performance includes compliance with Standard Precautions.

Uniform Policy: The standard School of Nursing uniform with ID badge is required for all clinical experiences unless expressly stated on the clinical schedule or by the clinical faculty. You may receive an unsatisfactory clinical if you are not following uniform standards according to SON policy. 

Skills Laboratory:  The same satisfactory clinical performance is expected in the lab setting as is in the clinical setting.

Unsatisfactory Clinical Performance – refer to the student handbook	
· Unsatisfactory preparation or performance constitutes an unsatisfactory day. Unsatisfactory preparation includes incomplete or minimal attention to the nursing process as addressed in the nursing care plan. If unsatisfactory nursing practice/performance is demonstrated, the student will receive an unsatisfactory day. Two unsatisfactory clinical days will result in a clinical failure and failure for the course with a grade of "F", regardless of the student's didactic grades.
 
Clinical Expectations and Point System
Each student begins the clinical course with 25 Clinical Expectation Points. These points reflect our commitment to professionalism, preparedness, communication, patient safety, and compliance with health clearance requirements. Points will be deducted for violations as outlined in the rubric below:

	
	Minor infraction (-1pt) 
	Moderate infraction (-3pts) 
	Major Infraction (-5 points) 

	Professionalism
	· First infraction uniform violation
· 1-14 minutes tardiness/ punctuality issue;
· Clinical assignment turned in up to 24 hours late or lack of effort (paperwork, performance, etc.), incomplete submission
· Unintentional lapse in professionalism
· Preparedness (lack of required equipment)
	· Second infraction uniform violation
· Tardiness 15-29 minutes; or second late clinical  
· Repeated unprofessional behavior
· Clinical assignment turned in 24-72 hours late; or second late assignment regardless of time submitted
· Second unprepared clinical incident
· Second offense for lack of effort or failure to correct behavior; incomplete submission
	· Third infraction uniform violation
· Severe unprofessionalism, incivility, or disrespect towards others
· Tardiness> = 30 minutes tardiness; or third late clinical 
· No call; no show
· pre-assignments not completed, third unprepared incident, 
· Plagiarism or use of AI without citation
· Third offense for lack of effort or failure to correct behavior; incomplete submission
· Clinical assignment turned in >72 hours late; or third late assignment regardless of time submitted


	Electronic Devices- the use of electronic devices is strictly prohibited in the clinical environment.

*Exceptions to this rule will only be given by clinical faculty.
	
	
	· Any unauthorized use of electronic devices in the clinical environment; plus, an unsatisfactory clinical day.
· Second infraction of inappropriate use; plus, a second unsatisfactory clinical day

	Communication
	· Occasional unclear communication or slight misunderstanding with patients/colleagues
· Failure to respond to email/announcement within 48 hours (business days)
	· Disruptive communication/behavior or persistent inability to communicate effectively; disrespectful communication; inappropriate non-verbals (eye rolling, etc.)  
· Second occurrence of failure to respond to emails/announcements

	· Disruptive communication/behavior or persistent inability to communicate effectively
· Subsequent failure to respond to emails/announcements


	Patient Safety
	Unintentional lapse in safety; or infection control protocols, or first offense
	Moderate disregard, or second offense need for reminders to adhere to protocols
	Severe disregard, or third offense for safety and infection control standards. See handbook.

	Health Clearance and Compliance
(*students can be in clinical when out of compliance; however, points will be deducted and unsatisfactory clinical days can be accrued)
	Clinical day one out of compliance 
	
	Clinical day two out of compliance - first unsatisfactory clinical day
Clinical day 3 out of compliance – second unsatisfactory clinical day



· Once a student loses 5 clinical expectation points, an unsatisfactory clinical day will be given. 
· After a loss of 10 points a second unsatisfactory clinical day will be given. 
· Two unsatisfactory clinical days will result in clinical failure regardless of the number of clinical expectation points deducted.
· See handbook for other sanctions 

 
Additional Expectations
Students are expected to adhere to all clinical site policies, program guidelines, and professional standards. Refer to the student handbook for further information regarding sanctions or appeals related to clinical performance.


Evaluations: Each clinical experience requires a “Clinical Field Encounter Evaluation” which will be completed by the clinical preceptor on the day of your clinical experience.   Submit this evaluation on the day of your clinical experience by 11:59pm.  
https://www.corehighered.com/login-elms
	

Student Submission Instructions for Clinical Field Encounter

It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that this form is completed in its entirety and submitted to the clinical instructor as specified below.
1. Scan and save this form.
1. Log into CORE-ELMS.
1. Navigate to “Field Encounters,” navigate to “NUR 404 Community Health: Clinical Evaluation: Home Health/Hospice,” and click “ADD.”
1. Select your clinical instructor from the drop-down menu, input today’s date, upload the scan of this form, and click “Submit Log.” 

Immersive Learning:

 The clinical portion of this course includes an immersive learning project.  Some details to consider regarding immersive learning include:

Definition: Immersive learning projects are high-impact learning experiences that involve collaborative student-driven teams, guided by faculty mentors. Students earn credit for working with community partners such as businesses, nonprofits, and government agencies to address community challenges through the creation of a product that has a lasting impact.
Criteria:
· Community-Engaged: The class works with a community partner (local or national non-profit, business, government agency, school, etc.) with the faculty member acting as mentor, liaison, and guide.
· Collaborative: Students work together on student teams.
· Project-Based: Student teams create an outcome or deliverable that addresses a community-identified issue.
Student Learning Outcomes:
· Students will create a constructive collaborative climate.
· Students will apply previous knowledge or skills to demonstrate comprehension and performance in novel situations.


WITHDRAWAL DATE: 	
	Course Withdrawal Period ends per BSU Academic Calendar
	The first 8-week withdrawal day is 2/6/2026. The second 8-week withdrawal date is 4/9/26. 	Student initiated course withdrawal during the withdrawal period will be accepted and recorded as a 	“W” if the student is passing the course. (If a student has failed a clinical competency or failed clinically 	the student will a grade of “F.”)

		An Incomplete grade (I) will be given for extenuating circumstances only. The 					reason is usually related to an illness, not excessive work demands. An I grade is 					given for a student who has to complete one paper, or one similar work. Written 					documentation is required to justify the Incomplete (I) grade.

 The School of Nursing, College, and University cannot guarantee that any student will pass a course or NCLEX-RN.  Your success will be determined by several factors beyond the instruction you receive in the classroom including your test-taking skills, your satisfactory completion of clinical and campus lab requirements, and your willingness to read/study outside of class. NCLEX-RN questions are generated from a variety of textbooks, references, and databases; therefore, a thorough understanding of the subject matter according to assigned readings for this program is required. 
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