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History 407: The American Civil War and Reconstruction 
Summer 2026

Brief Course Description
Survey, analysis, and discussion of events, leaders, and movements, with special emphasis on causes, interpretation, and historiography of the period of national crisis and war followed by national reconstruction.

Course Objectives and Disciplinary Skills: 
President Lincoln aptly called the Civil War a “people’s contest.”  As the country’s bloodiest war, claiming over 700,000 lives, the conflict touched every American in this era.  In this course we will focus on the social and cultural aspects of the sectional struggle—what northerners and southerners thought they were fighting for during the war and how they continued to contest the meaning of the war after the bloodshed ended in 1865.
Although the political and military goals of both sides will form the backdrop of this course, ordinary Americans will occupy center stage: soldiers and civilians, blacks and whites, men and women, northerners and southerners.  Consequently, students will gain not only an understanding of the war’s causes and aftermath in political and economic terms, but also a sense of how the participants understood these events. The course will conclude with a look at how Americans have contested the war’s meaning, providing insight into the dramatic changes that occurred in the nation between the years of sectional crisis and the nation’s reunification.  
On a basic level, students will assess trends and methods that have reshaped the field. On a deeper level, students will make connections across readings and across our weeks, to begin to offer original lines of inquiry. Taken together, each week’s assignment will develop many of the core skills that historians use to know the past: periodization, change/continuity, multiple perspectives, causality, evidence, and accounts. With these skills and this course’s content, students will acquire analytical and critical thinking skills that apply beyond history as they learn about key themes and ideas in this crossroads of the nation’s history.  
Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes
Student learning outcomes will be based on weekly submission of papers. Each week’s module in Canvas will provide the specific student learning objectives for that week. The bulk of assignments will combine secondary and primary sources to engage students in the “doing” of history. 

Course Texts (required books—all are widely available; additional PDFs and web sites will be accessible through Canvas):
Required: 
LeeAnna Keith, The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), ISBN 978-0-19-539308-8. “Colfax” on syllabus. 
Mark M. Smith, The Smell of Battle, the Taste of Blood: A Sensory History of the Civil War (New York, Oxford University Press, 2015). Paperback ISBN: 978-0-19-065852-6.  “Smell of Battle” on syllabus. 
Optional/strongly recommended: Elizabeth R. Varon, Armies of Deliverance: A New History of the Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press, 2019. ISBN: 0-19-086060-X. “Armies of Deliverance” on syllabus. 
What does strongly recommended mean? If you have not had History 201 and History 200 recently, I strongly encourage this broad survey of the Civil War. Particularly since we don’t meet in person, the context in this book will be extremely valuable. However while you can include references to the book in your responses, they are not required.  

[NOTE FOR ONLINE ORDERING: You can order the books at any vendor, but I urge you to have them in hand by the start of the second week, and to use the ISBNs listed above to confirm that you have ordered the correct book.]

Course Evaluation
Course Requirements
Students will respond weekly to this course on Canvas. Because the course moves chronologically, students must respond to the assignments sequentially. Thus, assignment 1 must be completed before moving onto assignment 2. There are no exams, just weekly submissions. 

Assignments
1,000 points possible for the term
10 weekly assignments, each worth 100 points
Each assignment will provide you with clear directions for that assignment, including a grading rubric. When you receive my responses to your assignments you will receive a point total for that assignment. After all of the assignments have been graded, the point total will be translated into a percentage of points possible, which will then be translated into a letter grade using the following scale: 
	Letter Grade
	Range

	A
	100% - 94%

	 A-
	<94% - 90%

	  B+
	<90% - 87%

	B
	<87% - 84%

	 B-
	<84% - 80%

	  C+
	<80% - 77%

	C
	<77% - 74%

	 C-
	<74% - 70%

	  D+
	<70% - 67%

	D
	<67% - 64%

	 D-
	<64% - 61%

	F
	<61% - 0%


Students should obtain regular updates on their course grade through Canvas.

Note: No extra credit will be offered for this course. 
Submission of Assignments: 
Students will respond weekly to the assignments on Canvas. Students should complete the assignments on Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format (RTF) and then submit them to Canvas. PDF will work too, but I prefer Word so I can insert comments on your paper. Please submit assignments with file names that identify your last name, the course, and the assignment number (for example, miller201assignment2) with standard margins (1” on all sides), readable font (12 point, Times New Roman works well), and double spacing. 
Assignments must be submitted in a timely fashion to ensure that you complete the course and I have sufficient time to grade them. This allows me to provide ample feedback, which in turn will improve your performance on subsequent assignments. To accomplish that goal, you will have one week to complete an assignment from the time it is posted on Canvas. For every day the assignment is late, a penalty of 5% of that assignment’s points will be assessed. Importantly, this means that after 20 days the assignment has lost all point value.  
To assist you in the preparation of your responses please consult the guide for critical analysis of a scholarly article or chapter. Also examine the course rubric, which will be the same for every submitted assignment. While the content will change every week, the process of interpreting sources from the past through the use of critical thinking and context will be the same across the course. Instructor feedback will therefore help you develop these skills. 
Course Policies:
Participation Policy
· This course is designed with weekly activities and assignments.
· It is recommended that you log into your course 2 to 3 times a week and check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for and complete assignments.
· Complete all assignments  by the stated due date.
· For every day the assignment is late, a penalty of 5% of that assignment’s points will be assessed.
Feedback Policy
· I will try to respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during week days (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend.
· I will make every effort to grade your assignments no later than within 5 business days of submission.
· Please feel free to email me before that time if you have any questions or concerns about your performance in class.
Late Policy 
· All assignments are due by midnight EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated.For every day the assignment is late, a penalty of 5% of that assignment’s points will be assessed. Importantly, this means that after 20 days the assignment has lost all point value.  
· Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer. Be sure to back up work as you complete it (in addition to a jump drive, I urge use of Microsoft’s OneDrive through BSU or another cloud-based service). 
· Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class.
Grading Policy 
Appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information on grade appeal, consult the Ball State website (Links to an external site.).
Students with Disabilities:   
Some elements of this course may not be accessible to persons with some types of disabilities.  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Ball State’s Disabled Student Development (DSD) office.  DSD coordinates services for students with disabilities. Documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided.  Disabled Student Development can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  Further online information for students may be found at the BSU Disabled Student Development web page.
Communication:
Questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email.  The instructor will typically respond to messages within 48 hours of receiving them.

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
· The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. 

Penalties for academic misconduct include, but are not limited to, taking a 0 on that assignment. The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries (Links to an external site.) provides you with a great foundation in Academic Integrity.

Generative AI Statement
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 
Notification/Penalty for violations: In addition to automated feedback from Canvas, which will note the origin of external materials, the instructor will alert the student about concerns of any violation. In addition to a warning, materials that are not the student’s own work will not count toward the assignment. Repeated violations will result in a grade of 0 for the submitted assignment.  
Technical Information:
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

Technical Equipment:
For you to be successful in this type of course (e.g. online delivery, distance education), you will need the technology listed in the “Technology for Online and Distance Education Students.”

Technical Assistance:
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at:  1-765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. Canvas also provides support 24/7 at 1-844-803-6635 or on the Canvas menu when you access the class (go to the bottom of the left-hand menu and click on Help).   

University Policies and Statements
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 
Course Schedule: 

Week 1) Perspectives on the Cause: The Nation and the “Border North” 

Required Reading: 
· Gary J. Kornblith, “Rethinking the Coming of the Civil War: A Counter Factual Exercise” Journal of American History, vol. 90 (June 2003), 76-105. (PDF on Canvas)
· Ian Iverson, “Conservative to the Last Degree: The Emerging Illinois Republican Party and the Election of 1856,” Civil War History, vol. 68 (Dec. 2022), 349-72. (PDF on Canvas)
Optional Reading: Elizabeth R. Varon, Disunion! The Coming of the American Civil War, 1789-1859 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2008), ch. 7. (PDF on Canvas)
View video presentation for historical context, assignment goals, and helpful pointers. 
Assignment 1: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 2) Perspectives on the Cause: Crisis in the Deep South and Reverberations in the Upper South

Required Reading: 
· Mark Smith, Smell of Battle, Taste of Siege, pages 1-38 (Introduction and “Sounds of Secession”)
· Evan Turiano, “‘Prophecies of Loss’: Debating Slave Flight during Virginia's Secession Crisis,” Journal of the Civil War Era, Volume 12, Number 3, September 2022, pp. 338-361. 
· Primary Source (on Canvas) Letter from Stephen Hale (Alabama) to Gov. Beriah Magoffin (Kentucky), Dec. 27, 1860. Charles B. Dew, Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (2001; Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2016), 112-25.

Optional Reading:  Varon, Armies of Deliverance, Introduction (pp. 1-20)
View video presentation for historical context, assignment goals, and helpful pointers. 
Assignment 2: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 3)  The Evolution of the Eastern Theater 

Required Reading: 
· Mark Smith, Smell of Battle, Taste of Siege, pages 39-65 (“Eyeing First Bull Run”)
· Zachery Fry, McClellan’s Epidemic: Disease and Discord at Harrison’s Landing, July-August 1862, Civil War History, vol. March 2018)
· Mark Smith, Smell of Battle, Taste of Siege, pages 66-83 (“Cornelia Hancock’s Sense of Smell” on Gettysburg)

Optional Reading: Varon, Armies of Deliverance, pp. 23-32 (Bull Run), 78-108 (Peninsula Campaign and Seven Days), 246-256 (Gettysburg)
View video presentation for historical context, assignment goals, and helpful pointers. 
Assignment 3: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 4) Rethinking the Common Soldier’s Role in the Civil War

Required Reading: 
· Gerald Prokopowicz, “The Common Soldier of the Civil War: His Rise and Fall,” Journal of the Civil War Era, vol. 11 (Dec. 2021), 539-62. (PDF on Canvas)
· Patrick A. Lewis, “Rereading the High Private: Restoring Class and Race to Co. Aytch,” Journal of the Civil War Era, vol. 12 (June 2022), 173-202. (PDF on Canvas)
· Primary Source Document: Selection from, Sam Watkins, Company Aytch: Or, a Side Show of the Big Show (New York: Penguin, 1999), ch. 11 (“Dalton”). 

Optional Reading: Varon, Armies of Deliverance, 67-71 (music and patriotism); 93-100 (soldiers and politics), 143-50 (combat motivation)
View video presentation for historical context, assignment goals, and helpful pointers.
Assignment 4: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 5) The Western Theater Plays a Crucial Role 

Required Reading: 
· Mark Gudmestad, “Elusive Victory: The Union Navy's War along the Western Waters,” Civil War History, Volume 67, Number 2, June 2021, pp. 79-109 (PDF on Canvas)
· Mark Smith, Smell of Battle, Taste of Siege, pages 84-114 (“The Hollowing of Vicksburg”)

Optional Reading: Varon, Armies of Deliverance, 44-63 (Donelson, Henry, and Shiloh); 168-71 and 215-25 and 256-71 (Vicksburg)
View video presentation for historical context, assignment goals, and helpful pointers. 
Assignment 5: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 6) Wartime Reconstruction: The Causes of Slavery’s Demise

Required Reading: 
· Adam Goodheart, “How Slavery Really Ended,” New York Times Magazine, April 1, 2011
· Louis P. Masur, “Abraham Lincoln and the Problem of Reconstruction,” The Journal of the Civil War Era, vol.12 (September 2022), 321-37. 
· Bennett Parten, “The Refugee Crisis of Sherman's March: Savannah, Port Royal, and the Transformation of the Sea Islands,” Civil War History, vol. 70 (March 2024), 9-26 (PDF on Canvas)
· Primary Source excerpt: Steven Hahn et al., eds., Freedom: A Documentary History of Emancipation, 1861-1867 (3 vols.; Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2017), I: 90-94. 

Optional Reading: Varon, Armies of Deliverance, 32-37 (contraband policy), 71-77 (compensated emancipation), 108-18 and 154-68 (Lincoln & initial emancipation), 184-209 (Emancipation Proclamation & reception), 275-321 (black troops and wartime Reconstruction in the South)
View video presentation for historical context, assignment goals, and helpful pointers. 
Assignment 6: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 7) Financing War on the Home Front

Required Reading: 
· Robert Colby, "Negroes Will Bear Fabulous Prices": The Economics of Wartime Slave Commerce and Visions of the Confederate Future The Journal of the Civil War Era, Volume 10, Number 4, December 2020, pp. 439-468 
· David Thomson, “‘Like a Cord through the Whole Country’: Union Bonds and Financial Mobilization for Victory,” Journal of the Civil War Era, vol. 6 (Sept. 2016). 
· Primary source: Union bond advertisements and promotions. (PDF on Canvas)

Optional Reading: Varon, Armies of Deliverance, 63-67 (Union home front & women); 119-28 (southern women and Union occupation), 230-40 (Copperheads and Union Leagues in the North)
View video presentation for historical context, assignment goals, and helpful pointers.
Assignment 7: Submit Paper to Canvas


Week  8  Union Commanders in the Carolinas: A Total War Mindset? 

Required Reading: 
· Mark Smith, Smell of Battle, Taste of Siege, pages 135-47 (“Experiencing Total War”)
· Mark Grimsley, The Hard Hand of War: Union Military Power toward Southern Civilians, 1861-1865 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995), 171-204 (ch. 8). 
· Primary source excerpts from Sherman’s March through Georgia (PDF on Canvas). 
· Start: Keith, Colfax Massacre, pages xi-xviii and chapters 1-4
[note: the reading from Keith will not be in this week’s assignment, but it will be in next week’s work. The aim is to split up the book over two weeks by starting in week 8.]

Optional Reading: Varon, Armies of Deliverance, 338-83 (Atlanta, Sherman, and the 1864 election); 384-421 (Confederate defeat)

Assignment 8: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 9: A Case Study for Reconstruction and Its Memory: Colfax, Louisiana

Required Reading: 
· Keith, Colfax Massacre, chapters 5-10
· Varon, Armies of Deliverance, 422-35 (Reconstruction—PDF on Canvas).

Assignment 9: Submit Paper to Canvas

Week 10: Reflecting on the Field and Semester
Note: Any past due assignments from weeks 7-9 must be submitted by the Monday of week 10 (last week) for consideration of any points (with late penalties applied). 

Required: 
· Jim Downs, Yoni Appelbaum, Drew Gilpin Faust, Kerri K. Greenidge, Stephanie McCurry, Megan Kate Nelson, and Adam I. P. Smith, "‘Does the Civil War Matter?’: A Roundtable Discussion,” Civil War History, vol. 70, (March 2024), 50-73.

Assignment 10: Submit Paper to Canvas
Note: Canvas closes at 11:59 pm (Eastern) on the Friday of Week 10. All week 10 submissions must be submitted by then for consideration.



