
                             PHIL 415-1: Topics in Neurophilosophy

                                                            Topic: Mind, Brain, and Ethics                                                  
                                                     (3 credit hours)/ CRN: 47075
                                                                         Spring 2026

                                                                Writing Intensive Course

Dr. Jeffrey P. Fry, Instructor

Ball State University, Muncie, IN

I will attempt to respond to your emails within 24 hours on weekdays and 48 hours on weekends.  If I am traveling to a conference the response may be delayed.
Changes to the syllabus may be made as necessary.
Course Description

A variable content course.  An exploration of mind, brain, and ethics, especially neuroethics.  Examines issues both in and at the intersection of the philosophy of mind, brain science, and ethics.  Highlights philosophical themes and problems and explores the possible relevance of the “neuorevolution” to them.  Also explores ethical issues posed by applications of brain science.  Consult departmental website for specific topic in a given semester. 

A total of 6 credits may be earned, but no more than 3 in any one semester or term.
Elaboration
This course will provide an occasion for an exciting intellectual journey, as we look at some cutting-edge issues in contemporary philosophy.  The subject matter of this course is also directly relevant to your self-understanding.  We will delve into the fields of philosophy of mind, neuroscience, and neuroethics, and examine the intersection of these disciplines.  To gain some sense of the significance of these disciplines, consider the following.  The philosopher John Searle claims “the philosophy of mind is the most important subject in contemporary philosophy.”  In addition, neuroscientist V.S. Ramachandran (known as “the Sherlock Holmes of neuroscience”) notes that the last three hundred years have witnessed three scientific revolutions—those connected with Copernicus, Darwin, and Freud—and that “now we are poised for the greatest revolution of all – understanding the human brain.”  The philosophy of mind and neuroscience intersect with the field of ethics in particular in the area of neuroethics.  Neil Levy explains that neuroethics consists of two branches: the ethics of neuroscience and the neuroscience of ethics.  Levy writes: “The ethics of neuroscience refers to the branch of neuroethics that seeks to develop an ethical framework for regulating the conduct of neuroscientific enquiry and the application of neuroscientific knowledge to human beings; the neuroscience of ethics refers to the impact of neuroscientific knowledge upon our understanding of ethics itself.”  Needless to say, we will have a full plate this semester.

Course Objectives

· To hone philosophical tools and increase students’ ability to use them.  Students should increase their ability to comprehend and critically evaluate arguments, principles, theories, and issues, understand the nature of philosophy as an academic discipline, and improve their understanding of their own beliefs through written and oral analysis.  Students will learn and employ concepts, including moral concepts, at a high level of sophistication.  

· To acquaint students with a body of specific course content pertaining to minds, brains, and ethics. (See course content).  

· To foster students’ ability to synthesize what they learn about the mind, brain, and ethics into a coherent view.
Course Requirements  

Short Reflection Paper—3% (1 page, double-spaced, 11 or 12-point font) (submit in class)
First exam—22% (in class)

Second exam—20% (in class)
Paper—25% (3-4 pages of discussion, double-spaced, 11 or 12-point font) (submit in class)

A rough draft of the paper will be due prior to submission of the final draft of the paper (see below).  If a student fails to submit the abstract of the paper the student will be ineligible for higher than a grade of C on the final draft of paper. 
In-Class Presentation—10% (Teams)
Third exam—20% (in class)

In general, late work for the course, if accepted, may be penalized.
Students must complete the assignments in order to pass the class.  Students should try to take the exams at the appointed times.  An incomplete will be awarded only under extenuating circumstances and after consultation with the professor.  

Students are doing writing in each of my classes.  For a written exam or a paper, it may take up to 2 weeks to comment on, grade, and return the assignment.
Grading Scale 

A   93-100

A-  90-92

B+ 87-89

B   83-86

B-  80-82

C+ 77-79

C   73-76

C-  70-72

D+ 67-69

D   63-66

D- 55-62

F   Below 55
The instructor reserves the right to curve the grades if he deems it necessary.

Attendance and Participation  

Your attendance is expected. 

If a student accumulates more than 3 unexcused absences in the course and has a borderline grade (.25) at the end of the semester, the student will receive the lower grade.  If a student has 3 or fewer unexcused absences at the end of the semester and has a borderline grade (.25), the student’s grade will be bumped up.  For example, suppose a student has a 92.25 average at the end of the semester.  This is a borderline grade. With 3 or fewer unexcused absences the course grade will be bumped up to a 93 or A.  With more than 3 unexcused absences the course grade will be A-.  (A grade of .5 and above will automatically be bumped up.) 
IMPORTANT:

Starting the second week of the semester there will be a number of in-class group and individual exercises.  You may be asked to submit something at the end of the class period.  In order to be eligible for higher than a C grade for the course you must participate in at least 50% of these exercises.  There will be numerous exercises.
Texts/Required

Ziella Bryars, How to Mend a Broken Heart, Fairlight Books, 2021.
David Chalmers, “Facing Up to the Problem of Consciousness”

https://academic.oup.com/book/6996/chapter/151305365
Patricia Churchland, Touching A Nerve: The Self as Brain, W.W. Norton & Company, 2013
Andy Clark, The Experience Machine: How Our Minds Shape and Predict Reality, Vintage, 2024

René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy (Canvas)

Jerry A. Fodor, “The Mind-Body Problem”

Found at JSTOR

https://www.jstor.org/stable/24964264
Frank Jackson, “What Mary Didn’t Know”

Found at JSTOR

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2026143
Joshua May, Neuroethics: Agency in the Age of Brain Science, Oxford, 2023

https://bsu.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/openurl?institution=01BSU_INST&rfr_id=info:sid%2Fsummon&rft_dat=ie%3D51222155050004551,language%3DEN&svc_dat=CTO&u.ignore_date_coverage=true&vid=01BSU_INST:Services
Minerva, Francesca, “Unrequited Love Hurts: The Medicalization of Broken Hearts is Therapy, Not Enhancement” (Access through University Libraries OneSearch)

Thomas Nagel, “What is it Like to Be Bat?”

Found at JSTOR

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2183914?seq=5
John R. Searle, Mind: A Brief Introduction, Oxford, 2004 
J.J.C. Smart, “Sensations and Brain Processes”

Found at JSTOR

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2182164
You Tube Video:

“How the Brain Shapes Reality- with Andy Clark”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1Ghrd7NBtk
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
Title IX

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,

· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.

· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy

If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.]
Student Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 

· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 

· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 

· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 

· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 

· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 

· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 

· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

No Generative AI Use
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 
The Counseling Center 

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
Tentative Schedule
Week One

T/January 6 Course Introduction
Searle, “Introduction,” 1-5
R/January 8
Searle, Chapter 1, 1-28, “A Dozen Problems in the Philosophy of Mind”
Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy (first and second meditation) (Canvas) 
Week Two 

T/January 13
Searle, Chapter 1, 1-28, “A Dozen Problems in the Philosophy of Mind” 
Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy (first and second meditation) (Canvas)
R/January 15
Searle, Chapter 2, 29-57, “The Turn to Materialism”
Smart, “Sensation and Brain Processes” (see link)
Week Three

T/January 20    
Searle, Chapter 2, 29-57, “The Turn to Materialism”
Fodor, “The Mind-Body Problem” (see link)
R/January 22  

Short Reflection Paper Due in Class
Searle, Chapter 3, 58-74, “Arguments Against Materialism”
Chalmers, “Facing Up to the Problem of Consciousness” (see link)

Week Four

T/January 27
Searle, Chapter 3, 58-74, “Arguments Against Materialism”
Nagel, “What is it Like to Be Bat?” (see link)

Jackson, “What Mary Didn’t Know”

R/ January 29 
Searle, Chapter 3, 58-74, “Arguments Against Materialism”
Week Five

T/February 3
Searle, Chapter 4, 75-92, “Consciousness Part I: Consciousness and the Mind-Body Problem; and Chapter 5, 93-111, “Consciousness Part II: The Structure of Consciousness and Neurobiology”
R/February 5
Searle, Chapter 10, 179-191, “Perception”; “Epilogue,” 207-209
Week 6
Tuesday, February 10
First Exam (in class)

Thursday, February 12
Churchland, Chapter 1, 11-32, “Me, Myself, and My Brain”; and Chapter 2, “Soul Searching,” 33-63
Week 7

Tuesday, February 17
Churchland, Chapter 3, 64-82, “My Heavens”; and Chapter 4, 83-120, “The Brains Behind Morality”
Thursday, February 19
Churchland, Chapter 7, 168-194, “Free Will, Habits, and Self-Control”
Watch the video below by no later than class time February 19:

“How the Brain Shapes Reality- with Andy Clark”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1Ghrd7NBtk
Week 8

Tuesday, February 24
Churchland, Chapter 8, 195-224, “Hidden Cognition”; and Chapter 9, 225-255, “The Conscious Life Examined”
Thursday, February 26
Bryars, How to Mend a Broken Heart (Chapters 1-4, pp. 1-58)
Minerva, 479-485, “Unrequited Love Hurts: The Medicalization of Broken Hearts is Therapy, Not Enhancement” (access through University Libraries OneSearch)
Week 9

Tuesday, March 3
SPRING BREAK
Thursday, Match 5
SPRING BREAK
Week Ten

T/March 10 
Bryars, How to Mend A Broken Heart (Chapters 5-6, pp. 59-83)
Clark, xi-xvi, “Preface”; and Chapter 1, 3-32, “Unboxing the Prediction Machine”
R/March 12  
Student Presentations
Clark, Chapter 2, 33-69, “Psychology and Neurology: Closing the Gap”; Chapter 3, 33-87, “Action as Self-fulfilling Prediction”
Week Eleven

T/March 17
Student Presentations
Clark, Chapter 4, 88-114, “Predicting the Body”; and “Interlude: --The Hard Problem: Predicting the Predictors,” 115-128 
R/March 19 
Student Presentations
Clark, Chapter 5, 129-146, “Expecting Better”; and Chapter 6. 147-180, “Beyond the Naked Brain”
Week Twelve    

T/March 24
Student Presentations
Clark, Chapter 7, 181-210, “Hacking the Prediction Machine”;
“Conclusions: Ecologies of Prediction, Porous to the World,” 211-216 ; and “Appendix,” 217-228
R/March 26
Second Exam (in class)

Week Thirteen  

T/March 31
Rough Draft of Paper Due in Class

May, Chapter 1, “Ethics Meets Neuroscience,” 3-31 (see link)
R/April 2
May, Chapter 2, “Free Will,” 35-62 (see link)
Week Fourteen

T/April 7    
May, Chapter 3, “Manipulating Brains,” 63-89 (see link)
R/April 9  
May, Chapter 4, “Mental Disorder” 93-118 (see link)
Week Fifteen

T/April 14  

Final Draft of Paper Due in Class
May, Chapter 5, “Addiction,” 119-145 (see link)
R/April 16
May, Chapter 6, “Moral Judgment,” 149-174 (see link)
Week Sixteen

T/April 21
May, Chapter 7, “Moral Enhancement,” 175-201 (see link)
R/April 23
May, Chapter 9, “Brain Reading,” 229-257 (see link)
Final Exam: Thursday, April 30, 12-2 p.m.
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