Educational Studies Department
EDCU 651.800: The Sociology of Education
Summer 2026

Instructor: Dr. Erik Shaver.
Contact: Email (ejshaver@bsu.edu) OR Office Phone (765-285-2871)

Course Description

This course examines the relation between the globalizing economy, class formation, family
culture, and inequities in schooling in the U.S. We will investigate how identities are
produced and reproduced through discourses and practices in families and schools, and
examine the relevance of sociological theories and concepts to understanding the
organization, process, and structural realities that shape educational experiences.

Required Text (purchase these texts)

Lareau, A. (2011). Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life, 2" Edition. Los Angeles:
University of California Press.

Sadovnik, A, & Coughlan, R. (2016). Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader, 34 edition:
New York: Routledge.

Weis, L., & Fine, M. (2005). Beyond Silenced Voices: Class, Race, and Gender in United States
Schools, Revised edition, Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.

Choice of ONE of the Following Texts for Book Review Assignment:

Kozol, J. (2005). The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America.
New York: Crown Publishers.

MacLeod, ]. (2009). Ain’t No Making It: Aspirations & Attainment in a Low-Income
Neighborhood. New York: Routledge.

Ravitch, D. (2010). The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and
Choice are Undermining Education. New York: Basic Books.

Tatum, B. D. (1999). “Why are all the black kids sitting together in the cafeteria?”: And other
conversations about race. New York: Basic Books

Valenzuela, A. (1999). Subtractive Schooling: U.S.-Mexican Youth and the Politics of Caring.
Albany, NY: State University of New York Press

Or, if you would like to read a different book, run it by me for approval!

Learning Objectives/Course Goals


mailto:jsbradleylev@bsu.edu

1. Develop an understanding of how major external factors, such as global inter-
dependence, technology, governmental regulation (standards and accountability),
demographics, community demands, student needs, and economics influence the
creation and implementation of schools and curriculum.

2. Examine belief systems underlying competing views of curricula.

3. Understand the interplay between groups of people, school, schooling, and learning,
at the local, state, and federal level.

4. Explore and critique existing philosophical approaches to sociological theory and
their interplay with structures that govern schooling and schools.

Conceptual Framework

A conceptual framework is the underlying structure of a professional education program
that sets forth a vision of that program. At Ball State, the conceptual framework revolves
around the theme of expert engagement in context and is expressed in our mission
statement. The mission of the advanced education program at Ball State is to prepare
engaged educational experts who are sensitive and responsive to the contextual bases of
teaching, learning, and development. For more information, you can access the Ball State
conceptual framework at www.bsu.edu/web/icg/newconceptualframework.pdf

Attendance Policy

Because the bulk of the learning that takes place in this course comes through class participation,
attendance is required. While you can complete each module at your own pace within the
deadlines I provide, you are expected to log in and participate regularly. Do not wait until the
deadline to complete postings in discussion forums! The Canvas learning platform has a
function that allows me to monitor student participation in the various parts of the course. If you
drop out of sight for an extended period of time, you jeopardize your ability to successfully
complete the class and may result in you being administratively withdrawn from the class due to
lack of attendance.

Statement on Intellectual Diversity and Freedom of Expression

Ball State University is a public university that believes in both the Freedom of Expression of
students as well as engaging in Intellectual Diversity. As such, this course promotes both of
those core tenets within the public discussion sphere. For more information regarding your rights
as a student, and to explore a number of materials related to this topic, as well as information
regarding Constitution Day, please explore the following link:
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression

Classroom Protocol
= In this course students are expected to show proof of civility in putting forth their points

of view. Since human beings have different social realities informed by their diverse
lived experiences, they may not agree on every social issue. However, they should be
able to disagree without being disagreeable and be open with discussing a multitude of
topics with their classmates openly and without the use of hate speech.


http://www.bsu.edu/web/icg/newconceptualframework.pdf
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression

= As part of the encompassing notion of civility, I will not accept any use of hate speech in
my classroom. Unless specific terms emerge in discussion of our readings/sources, any
instance of hate speech will not be tolerated.

e Participation: Every student is expected to do the assigned course readings. This will be
reflected not only in your midterm and final work, but your weekly DB posts. Every
student is expected to be actively engaged in these discussions. We are all adults. Come
prepared, having read the assignments for the day. Your participation and discussion will
count toward your course grade.

Students with Special Needs

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as
soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or

dsd@bsu.edu.

Ball State University’s Diversity Statement

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our
Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail
reportbias@bsu.edu.

Academic Dishonesty

Honesty, truth, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university
community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. To maintain its credibility
and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball
State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest
standards of academic integrity. Any instance of alleged or suspected dishonesty will be
processed through the established criteria.

Course Content Ownership

As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students
may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students
also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course
materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users'
Privileges and Responsibilities

Policy. https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true

Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community
Standards.



mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedures/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center/bias-incident-reporting
mailto:reportbias@bsu.edu
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fballstate.policytech.com%2FdotNet%2Fdocuments%2F%3Fdocid%3D244%26public%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7Ccjsiebert%40bsu.edu%7Cc3fd1a3697cd457ef9c208d84309520f%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637333054600987155&sdata=QYWVr2BA0vIn1dK3Xsig8xvUkufJCrgZ3OkOfwoTAfk%3D&reserved=0

Policies for Submitting Assignments

Assignments are due in class on the date indicated on the course outline. Unless arrangements
are made for alternative due dates in advance, late assignments will be penalized one half grade
for every day they are late. Assignments will not be accepted after two weeks. I strongly
discourage late submissions and will accept late submissions only in emergency situations! They
make everybody crazy—students because too many assignments pile up at one time and
instructors because we have to find time in our schedules to fit in evaluation of the late
submissions!

Course Assignments

The course will be divided into learning segments called modules (see course schedule
below). During each module, students will read several chapters/reports, and participate in
activities as described below to facilitate learning. All assignments should be submitted on
Canvas.

Reading Response Papers: Students will complete 4 response papers in response to the
course readings for 4 of the 10 modules, worth 10 points each (see rubric below). Students
may choose which 4 modules they would like to write a reflection about. Reflections
are always due on the last day of the module.

Reading response papers must be between 500-1000 words each and include questions
that you still have or have been generated from the readings for you. The purpose of these
response papers is to give you an opportunity to reflect and critically examine the central
ideas, concepts, claims, and arguments presented in the readings in a deeper fashion than
within your normal PLC weekly discussions. The goal of these papers are to have you raise
issues and questions, share personal insights and observations, and assess the validity and
usefulness of the readings in light of your own knowledge and experience.

Please DO NOT summarize the readings or focus your response on a single statement or
tertiary point. Response papers must delineate your interpretation of the significant of the
reading and its implications for educational theory and practice.

Total points: 40 (4 papers x 10 points, due AT THE END OF THE WEEK [Sunday night],
of the week the readings were assigned.

Discussion Forums: The vast majority of your points in this course will remain with the weekly
discussion board posts you will be posting in response to the assigned readings for the week.
Each week, you will be expected to respond in three parts, unless otherwise indicated in the
discussion board posting that may ask a specific question for you to answer. If there is no
specific response for the week, you will be expected to do the following:

1) Post a detailed summary of the readings to begin your post. By “detailed summary,”
pretend you are getting ready to post your response as formal teaching points for
someone who had never done the reading but will be covering your “teaching” of
these readings to your class for the day. By all means, I do not mean that you should



do a multiple page paper. Summarize the readings in a way that proves that you did
indeed complete the readings.

2) Pull out and cite 2-3 major quotes, passages, or ideas that came from the text that
really struck you, especially if these items are questions of ethical concern. Why did
they strike you? What did you find interesting? Positive? Negative? What impact did
it have on your thinking of ethics and education?

3) Finally, post a question or two for your classmates to respond to. Your initial post
will be due by Midnight each Thursday.

After you have posted for the week, make sure to respond to AT LEAST two of your classmates’
questions in a way that will further the conversation. I want these to be an ongoing, interactive
forum of ideas as you read, learn, and grow. Responses are due by Midnight the following
Sunday. Total Points: 20

Book Review: You are to select one of the four texts listed above to read throughout the
semester, as each examine a school (or schools) in relation to some existing social
structure, some being individual schools, others being entire districts or even American
government. After reading the book, you are to complete a book review of said text.

A good book review engages the reader by delineating what is significant and distinctive in
the narrative, by situating the book in relation to the work of other authors, and by
assessing the veracity and usefulness of the author’s observations, claims, and arguments.
The book review must be NO LESS than 1500 words. To view examples of book reviews
about educational issues, see examples within the Education Review (an open access on-
line journal of book review) and most professional educational journals. Total points: 15

Final Research Paper: You are required to prepare a research paper in which you examine
a sociological question that is of personal interest to you and relevant to your current or
future involvement in education; at any time, feel free to get in contact with me and we can
work on the question you'd like to examine together! Your analysis and tentative
conclusions must be supported by research-based evidence and a coherent rationale.
Please use citations in the text to indicate the source of a reference or direct quote. The
paper must be NO LESS than 3500 words (double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman
type, one inch margins on all sides) and include a reference page in APA format.

Please be prepared to share your findings with your PLC on the final week of class in lieu of
a final discussion board post. Total points: 15

Professionalism Grade:

The final grade to be given is a general professionalism grade for the course. These points
will be determined based on completing assignments on time, engaging in the weekly
discussion boards with your PLCs, and communication back and forth with me. As this is an
online course, | know that it can get lonely at times. You are NOT alone; I am here to help.



Please, please, please make sure to communicate with me throughout the semester. Total
points: 10

Assignments at a Glance

One of the things that will help is I envision weeks going from Monday to Sunday each
week. Hence, Monday will be the start of each week and Sunday will be the final day of the
week. As such, for PLC discussions in particular, you will need to make sure you keep up,
especially on weeks that you have a role. If YOU DO NOT POST BY WEDNESDAY AS THE
STARTER and do not participate, then the PLCs will not function. Please, make sure you
keep up with this as it is the crux of the discussion in this class.

Assignment Points Due Date

Reading Response Papers 10 points per response By the Sunday night of the
paper, (40 total) end of the module

Book Review 15 points 6/28

Weekly Discussion Board 20 Points for the semester | Your initial post by

Posts THURSDAY NIGHT AT THE

LATEST.
Final Research Paper 15 Points 7/15
Professionalism Grade 10 Points N/A

I 100 Points for the semester |GG

Course Grading

Reflection papers will be reviewed, and emailed back to students with feedback. Students
must open the Word document on a computer or they will be unable to view the feedback.
Discussion forum grades will be recorded on Canvas. Grading Scale:

A (96-100%) A- (93-95%) B+ (90-92%)
B (86-89%) B- (83-85%) C+ (80-82%)
C (76-79%) C- (73-75%) D+ (70-72%)
D (66-69%) D- (63-65%) F (Below 63%)




