Student Name: BSU ID #:

Contract Agreement for COMM 380
COMM 380-03 (3 credits)

Instructor: Spencer Coile

Course Description:
Participation in intercollegiate forensics activities.

Rationale:

This course provides the opportunity to develop the skills of effective communication
through participation in competitive forensics activities. Participation includes
developing and refining speeches in coaching sessions, attending tournaments for
feedback from judges on speeches and peer coaching participation. In addition to
developing competencies in the discipline of speech communication, this course builds
competencies of SPEAKING, SELF-DIRECTED LEARNING, and TEAMWORK.

Course Objectives:

This course develops skills of public advocacy at a high level of refinement. The specific

objectives include:

e Developing skill of critical analysis of texts for purposes of public performance;

e Recognizing the importance of audience for public speaking and developing skills of
audience and adaptation;

e Evaluating the available resource material/evidence for specifically developing
speeches with a clear purpose;

e Cultivating skills of providing specific, behavioral suggestions for improvements in
the speeches of others;

e Strengthening the overall forensics program.

Course Evaluation:

50 points Tournament Participation: Each student must compete with at
least three events in two genres at two tournaments during the
semester.

100 points Peer Coaching: Each student must participate actively in peer

coaching sessions with other team members. The student must
conduct at the minimum seven sessions each semester. Copies of
the peer coaching evaluation forms should be turned into the DOF
within 24 hours of the coaching session.

100 points Attendance: Attendance at all class sessions is required. If you
must be absent, please contact me before the class period you will
miss. You must attend the weekly meetings. 6:30-8:30 pm Monday
nights in BC 104.



50 points Participation and team support: These points will be awarded at

the end of the semester by the discretion of the instructor. The
points will be determined by the student’s involvement in campus
activities, fund raising efforts, and overall attitude.

Final grade will be calculated as follows:

A = 270-300
B = 240-269
C = 210-239
D = 180-209
F = 208 or less

FAILURE TO SHOW UP FOR A TOURNAMENT OR A ROUND
WILL RESULT IN COURSE FAILURE.

Policy Statements:

1.

2.

3.

Any information or views expressed are not intended to represent those of Ball State
University. Anyone is welcome to participate.

All participants in this class are expected to make good faith efforts to keep all
appointments. If are not able to make a coaching sessions please call and cancel.
Students are expected to demonstrate respect toward each other and members if the
coaching staff;

All members of this class are expected to regularly attend coaching sessions with
members of the coaching staff. This is an addition to peer coaching sessions.

Entries into tournaments must be made on the Monday of the tournament week. In
order to enter an event, students, must have the approval of a member if the coaching
staff for each event. Generally, this includes having performed the selection/speech
for that coach at the level that the coach can reasonably expect the performance to be
tournament polished before leaving for the tournament.

For 1CR class, you are expected to keep a log of hours spent traveling, coaching,
practicing, preparing and working on your events/for the team. You will need to
complete 2.250 minutes (37.5 hours) of work for the semester.

For 2 CR class, you are expected to keep a log of hours spent traveling, coaching,
practicing, preparing and working on your events/for the team. You will need to
complete 4,500 minutes (75 hours).

For 3 CR class, you are expected to keep a log of hours spent traveling, coaching,
practicing, preparing and working on your events/for the team. You will need to
complete 6,750 minutes (112.50 hours).

Student Signature: Date:

Instructor: Date:

Department Chair: Date:




