CLASSICAL CULTURES 498
FALL '26
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Dr. Chris Shea 
NQ M088
285-2445 (o) 
cshea@bsu.edu
Instagram: onehorseplanet2
Office hours: 1000-1050 M W F (NQ M088)
0800-0930 M W (BB 225) and by app’t

CRN:  37459
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   CC 498  1-9 credit hours Individualized course of reading or limited research to allow students to explore special topics in classical antiquity. A total of 9 credits may be earned.
COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE OBJECTIVES: In general, after completing this course students will be able to: 
· Increase knowledge and understanding of the cultures where the target languages were spoken.
· Reinforce connections with other disciplines.
· Reflect on and express, in clear and appropriate speech and writing, an understanding of cultural differences. 
· Delineate the sensitivities of different culture(s) as captured in literature and other cultural artifacts.
· Improve their ability to teach ancient Mediterranean cultures.
In addition, this course will hone a number of transferable skills. This course has deliberately focused on four competencies promoted by the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE):
· Critical Thinking: These are skills essential to historians, detectives, lawyers, judges, insurance claims adjustors, and, indeed, anyone. Your in-class essays will ask you to write the narrative that makes the most sense of the evidence before you, making demands on the critical thinking/problem solving skills appreciated by employers and graduate schools alike.
· Communication: Written assignments and your final project will test your ability to communicate, as will classroom discussion. The ability to present “your case” in writing and presentation is again appreciated by employers and graduate programs alike.
· Teamwork: Collaborative final project work in small groups will test your ability to arrive at consensus as a working team. We historians too often think of our craft as a lonely one, but it is enhanced by multiple perspectives applied to the same evidence. So are decisions in life.
· Equity and Inclusion: Throughout the course, you will be exploring the perspectives of different cultures and individuals on the material world and just what it means to be a human. This will provide multiple opportunities to understand the historical background of people from different perspectives and cultures, both locally and globally.
· 
COURSE MODALITY:  This is a project-based course. We have agreed to produce a product that might be presented in public. Currently our project is a walk through the David Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA), emphasizing the course of ancient art through to the modern period and suitable for presentation to Museum visitors. We’ll be meeting face-to-face weekly to discuss progress of the final project.

TEXTS: Mary Beard, The Fires of Vesuvius: Pompeii Lost and Found, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010.

Jaś Elsner, Imperial Rome and Christian Triumph: The Art of the Roman Empire A.D. 100-450, Oxford: Oxford History of Art (OUP), 1998.

KEEPING IN TOUCH:  We’ll be using Canvas for course information and grades, but I’ll also be regularly updating you on course activities through your University email.  (If you’d prefer some other email, just let me know.). I also have an Instagram account on which I regularly post photos of ancient works and sites and other course information:  onehorseplanet2.  In addition, you may always phone or text me on my cellphone, but please understand I may not pick up the phone immediately if I don’t recognize your number—just let it go to voicemail and leave a message.

I’ll be using the NAMES and PRONOUNS you prefer. Please keep me informed if I’m derelict!

WEEK OF/ASSIGNMENTS/ACTIVITIES

August 24 Introduction
August 30 COURSE CHANGE BY WEB ENDS

August 31 Discussion of Reading, Project

September 7 LABOR DAY—NO CLASSES!
September 9 Discussion of Reading, Project

September 14 Discussion of Reading, Project
FIRST MUSEUM WALK

September 21 Discussion of Reading, Project

September 28 Discussion of Reading, Project
SECOND MUSEUM WALK 

October 5 Discussion of Reading, Project

October 12-13 FALL BREAK—NO CLASSES!
October 14 Discussion of Reading, Project

October 19 Discussion of Reading, Project
THIRD MUSEUM WALK 

October 26 Discussion of Reading, Project 
October 26 FULL-TERM WITHDRAWAL BY WEB ENDS

November 2 Discussion of Reading, Project

November 9 Discussion of Reading, Project
FOURTH MUSEUM WALK

November 16 Discussion of Reading, Project

November 23 Discussion of Reading, Project
November 25-29 THANKSGIVING BREAK

November 30 So What? /Final Project Wrap-up

Wednesday, December 9 7:30-9:30 AM FINAL

GRADING:
Museum Walks each 50
Final Project 100
Total 300

To compute your final grade, I will add your points, calculate your percentage of the 300-pt total, and award grades on this scale:
90 - 100% A
88 - 89 A-
86 - 87 B+
83 - 85 B
79 - 82 B-
76 - 78 C+
72 - 75 C
68 - 71 C-
65 - 67 D+
61 - 64 D
55 - 60 D-

ATTENDANCE POLICY: It is expected that you will attend every class; thus, make-ups on quizzes and exams will only be given on presentation of a documented excuse. I do regard participation in athletic events and approved campus activities as grounds for being excused from class, in addition to the University’s excused absences for funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, university advisories, and late course addition. A word about the weather: I live very close to campus and walk everywhere; my health is better in the winter. Expect to see me in class except when the University has been officially closed.

VIRUSES/WEATHER/MENTAL HEALTH:  Of course, having just set out my attendance policy, let me hasten to say I will make every effort to ensure that you complete this course with a good (or even excellent) grade regardless of the wild journeys viruses or the weather may take us on. Whether you’re quarantined or housebound or I am, we’ll work it all out!
[bookmark: _Hlk205538479]     You may find you need a little help getting through your semester. Ball State provides excellent mental health services: The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
[bookmark: _Hlk205536705]
UNIVERSITY STATEMENT: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
DISABILITY STATEMENT: If you need COURSE ADAPTATIONS OR ACCOMMODATIONS because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
The COURSE WITHDRAWAL period ends Monday, October 26. Through this date, students can elect to withdraw from a course; this process is completed through Self-Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your record for the course. The instructor’s permission is not required. For details, see Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: Academic honesty is extremely important for one’s own learning and for ensuring fairness among students in any course, as well as for developing and maintaining a strong sense of integrity throughout one’s life. Any suspected incidents of academic dishonesty will be pursued in accordance with university policy, as explained in the BSU Student Handbook. Examples of such dishonesty include, but are not limited to, giving or receiving assistance on exams, copying homework, plagiarism in papers or projects, submitting the same work (e.g., a paper) for two courses, submitting the work of another as one’s own, and so on. Please see me if you have any questions about what is or is not acceptable.

[bookmark: _Hlk205536754]FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

POSTING OF CLASS MATERIALS BY STUDENTS:  According to University policy, students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post their course materials without the instructor’s permission.
THE LEARNING CENTER offers free tutoring for many courses as well as writing and study skills.  Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section. You can also download the "Navigate Student" app for Apple or Google Play, or visit https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. 
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses.   For more information about Learning Center programming, call 765-285-1006 or visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.
THE WRITING CENTER:  All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center can help you at any stage of the writing process, whether you’re just getting started and need help brainstorming or when you’re wrapping up a project and just want a second set of eyes. We work with writers from all disciplines and with all kinds of writing, including essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts.
You can choose from three appointment types: getting started on a new project (Planning appointment), discussing an existing draft (Feedback appointment), or scheduling time to work, with a tutor on hand to keep you motivated (Accountability appointment). To schedule a free appointment, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. We offer online appointments any time we’re open, or you can meet a tutor face-to-face in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays and Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings. Make sure you plan ahead, because appointments book quickly!
THE SPEAKING CENTER: The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

AI:  As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative AI tools to complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where AI use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of those guidelines will be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty are required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about the reporting process is available here.

FERPA AND PRIVACY:  As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.

VIDEO CONFERENCING RECORDING:  In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me.

THE BASIC NEEDS HUB: If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

Would TEACHER EDUCATION MAJORS in any field please identify themselves to me? Some of our classroom activities may provide suitable material for your teaching portfolios.

The University makes provisions for students to be excused from class for RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS. Please let me know if you will need this accommodation.

I reserve the right to CHANGE the schedule of activities but I’ll always give you notice.

TRIGGER WARNING While we hope the ancient world will become a familiar place for you through Classical Cultures classes, the ancients do have significantly different attitudes about some aspects of daily life. You may find yourself uncomfortable during a discussion of infanticide, for example. Please feel free to excuse yourself—without fear of penalty.

CC 498 can be used to fulfill requirements for the Major in Classical Cultures, the Minor in Classical Cultures, and the Interdisciplinary Minor in Ancient Studies.

CC 498 Syllabus
Fall 2026

image1.png




