ECYF 680: Family Issues and Functioning
Summer 2026, Online

Professor:		Dr. Scott S. Hall	Office:	TC 605
Email:	sshall@bsu.edu	Office Hrs:	by appointment (Zoom)
Office Phone:	285-5943			 
(Please do not call me at my home)


[bookmark: _Hlk104547713]Required Readings*	1. Journal of Marriage and Family (JMF), February 2020, Volume 82 (1). National Council on Family Relations. (Decade in Review edition, https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17413737/2020/82/1; access articles though the library search engine “OneSearch”: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/libraries)

	2. TBD

	3. On Canvas

Course Description and Objectives:

An introduction to understanding various family issues (e.g., parenting, conflict, poverty, health, cohabitation, relationship dissolution) and degrees of family functioning. Includes general policy and intervention implications for people interested in understanding and working with families. Following completion of this course the student should be able to 
· Explain the concept of the family as a system using appropriate terminology. 
· Articulate family theory concepts toward the critical analysis of family problems. 
· Describe how family variables such as structure, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status impact families.
· Explain macro and micro influences related to specific problems experienced by contemporary families.
· Apply understanding of basic family policy to generate solutions to family problems. 
· Apply understanding of basic intervention approaches to generate solutions to family problems. 
· Lead prepared, engaging discussions of family problems.

My Expectations of Graduate Study
Graduate students have capacities beyond most undergraduate students and are therefore expected to perform and achieve at high levels. Specifically, I expect you as a graduate student to:
· be internally motivated to learn and apply knowledge
· carefully read all assignments with purposeful and focused attention
· be prepared for engagement with other students
· share the responsibility for the educational process (i.e., present and exchange ideas)
· seek deeper understanding and application of course materials
· be accountable for your own effort and choices



COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1.	Article Reflection Papers (10 points each, 100 Points): By the end of Wednesday each week, write a reflection paper based on the two assigned articles (not the “other readings”) for that week—see last page of syllabus). You will not need to write about the article that you present on (see below). The papers should include the following elements for each article:

1. identify an idea or concept that particularly peaked your interest. You should briefly:
a. explain the concept (own words) and identify the page number(s) where the concept is found in the reading,
b. describe what was especially interesting about it, and
c. explain why understanding this concept is important/personally interesting

2. identify a second idea or concept about which you have a question, or that is unclear. You should briefly:
a. explain the concept (own words) and identify the page number(s) where the concept is found in the reading,
b. describe what is unclear or confusing about the concept, and
c. explain why understanding this concept is important/personally interesting

3. explain how the topic of the article would be important to consider when trying to understand why families function at high or low levels (if videos are assigned with a topic, you can refer to those also). 

Format: Label your paper according to the letters/numbers above.
Reading 1 title:
1a. 
1b.
1c. 
2a. 
2b.
2c.
3.
(repeat for second reading)

A typical reflection paper will be at least 800 words (not including article titles) and can be longer if you choose. I will grade the papers based on the following criteria:
· 4pnts: completeness/thoroughness (followed directions, format, information is complete—you should have four ideas/concepts that you ask about/respond to and two discussion questions)
· 3pnts: thoughtfulness (questions and comments reflect thought, not last-minute token questions/comments)
· 3pnts: originality (questions/comments are not the same as those mentioned or posed in the readings by an author)

2a. 	Presentation (25 points [5 points from reading response, 5 points from presentation response]): Each student will prepare a virtual presentation based on an assigned JMF articles once during the term. Post the presentation to Canvas by the end of Wednesday for your assigned topic/week. Each presentation should last 15 to 20 minutes. Efforts will be made to honor students’ preferences regarding the topic they present, though it is likely that not everyone will get their first choice. Create a Power Point presentation that includes the brief summary statements of the information you prepare, with your recorded voice elaborating on each slide (see instructions on creating the presentation below). Each presentation must include the following:
· three specific insights that you gained by studying the assigned reading (be focused)
· two connections with systems theory OR family stress theory (the types of research questions asked, how research issues are framed, how certain concepts of either theory are supported or contradicted in study findings, etc.).
· one connection to the ideologies reading (a specific bias in research trends or how the research issues are framed, a specific bias in the types of implications/recommendations for policy or practice, etc.), explaining why you think it is a conservative or liberal bias.
· information about an additional article from a peer-reviewed* journal that has been published in the past two years that would fit within the assigned reading topic (be sure the article is not referenced in the JMF article). With this article the presenter must:
· summarize the key procedures, findings, and implications of the article
· explain how the article fits within the context of the reading
· share insights gained by reading the article

I will grade the presentations based on the following criteria:
· 10pnts: completeness/thoroughness (followed directions, information is complete—as evidenced in oral and written presentation)
· 10pnts: depth of analysis (details were provided that go into depth on the topic; thought-provoking)
· 5pnts: organization (presentation was well organized and flowed)

*I recommend using the APAPsychInfo index through the library and then use sort functions to select “Linked Full Text” and “Peer Reviewed” boxes after you enter key words for your search. Creating Your Power Point Presentation

Your slide show does not need to be fancy (pictures, design), but you are welcome to be creative if you want. 

The first slide should include your name and a fairly recent picture of you. The rest of the slides should contain brief statements that reflect the required presentation content. You will then record your voice for each slide, adding details so that your presentation lasts 15-20 minutes.

See link below for instructions on recording your voice with your presentation in PowerPoint (you are welcome to use Canva or Google Slides if you know how to do so with these requirements). You will need to save your final presentation as a video (click “File” then “Export” then “Create a Video” then change the video quality to “Standard (480p)” and then “Create Video.” Save the video and submit through Canvas.

Recording a slide show



2b.	Presentation Response (5 points each, 40 points total): For the weekly student presentation (don’t do one on your own presentation), contribute to the presentation by the end of Saturday, doing the following (at least 150 words total):
a. describe how similar or different your own insights were from the presenters (give two examples).
b. explain how the added study (article) contributed to your understanding of the topic.

I will grade the presentation responses based on the following criteria:
· 4pnts: completeness/thoroughness (followed directions, information is complete)
· 1pnt: clarity (writing quality, organization)

3. 	Book Group Discussions (15 points each, 120 points total): Most weeks you will read chapters of a book that helps bring family issues and problems to life. You may be divided into a smaller group to discuss your insights about the assigned chapters. Each discussion board contains questions for you to respond to. Your initial post on the assigned discussion board should be a three-minute video (keep it to three minutes or the files get huge) of you responding to at least one question contained in the discussion board instructions. You can record your video using Canvas (similar steps above for uploading a presentation, except on the “Record/Upload Media” box click on “Record” instead of “Computer”), or use another recording method and upload the video to Canvas, or upload it to YouTube and then share the link on Canvas. Make your video available by Friday at the latest. Before the end of the following Monday (3 days later), watch the videos of 3 other people and leave a typed or recorded reply to each video that includes at least 150 words, focusing on what stood out to you about the presentation and what you agree or disagree with (respectfully). This is the minimum requirement—I hope you truly engage in real discussion with several responses back and forth, but that is up to you.

I will grade the discussion board participation based on the following criteria:
· 8pnts: completeness/thoroughness of original post (followed directions, information is complete—as evidenced in oral and written presentation)
· 6pnts: depth of analysis of responses (details were provided that go into depth on the topic; thought-provoking)
· 1pnt: clarity (writing quality, organization)

4. 	Final Paper (50 points): It can be challenging to objectively analyze family problems and potential solutions because of our own ideological biases and experiences. This paper will push you to analyze a potentially controversial topic related to families from opposing viewpoints. You will refer to the Ideologies reading and other readings from the course. A model reading posted on Canvas for this assignment is available as a general example (but it is not written exactly the same was as this assignment). You are to write a paper in a way that is scholarly, persuasive, and objective. Most importantly, it should leave the reader unaware of your own personal opinions. Your topic will be in the form of a question, and I must approve the question before you write the paper (send me an email: sshall@bsu.edu). This will give me a chance to offer you some guidance. For example, a question might be: “Is it ever appropriate to spank a child?” This particular question is not well addressed by our readings; you should choose one that is. Your double-spaced paper must include the following (using the letters and numbers below as labels to each of your sections):

A. Question (about a half page to one page): State the question and briefly describe why this is a consequential question—what is at stake, why might it be controversial, etc. Don’t begin making a case yet, just provide some context and significance to the question.

B. First answer (about three to four pages): Give one answer to the question based primarily on a conservative or liberal ideology. The core of the answer might be “yes” or “no” depending on the question, or could be more specific to the topic (two different answers to the same question). Included in the answer should be the following:
1. Describe how a specific ideology would frame (set up the argument) this particular question or otherwise view the topic. Refer to the Ideologies reading (with page numbers) thoroughly to justify your answer, focusing largely on the Two Visions and the Moral Foundations from the reading. Explain why you conclude something is considered a conservative or liberal way of looking at the question (what about it makes it conservative or liberal?).
2. Provide evidence for this answer that is both consistent with the ideology and based in reality—this means referring to actual research results as much as possible in addition to logic and reasoning. Refer to the Journal of Marriage and Family (JMF) articles and any other readings that correspond to your question (with author name and page number). Specifically, you must:
· reference at least two course readings (not counting the Ideologies article) at least four times. Focus on facts, not philosophical arguments. Do not just mention the information in the article but explain it and connect it to your answer.
· reference at least two other sources to help answer your question. These sources can be more philosophical in nature and can include websites and other commentaries from popular press or media. Take some time to investigate how others are talking about this question, paying attention to their underlying ideology. Summarize what you find to be the most compelling and fair points—that is, ones that seem to be based in reality and not just made up arguments. Don’t simply trust any statistic you find—check it out as much as you can. Try to find the best arguments (even if you don’t agree with them), don’t choose arguments that are presented by the opposition that are disingenuous and easy to knock down (look up “straw man argument” to see what I am talking about). Remember, you are trying to make the best case for this argument independent from what you really believe.
3. Briefly summarize the key argument to justify this response to the question.

C. Second answer (about three to four pages): Give a different/opposite answer to the question based primarily on the opposite ideology used above. Follow the same instructions for B1-B3 above (you must have at least one unique source in this answer that was not used in your first answer).

D. Conclusion (about a page to a page and a half): Conclude your paper with your own observations about the arguments and information you studied to write this paper. You should share what you learned about the ideologies and arguments associated with this question (how they are presented, how fair and accurate the arguments tend to be when presented, which arguments are more commonly offered by certain sources or types of sources, etc.). This is your analysis of how the questions is argued and addressed, not your own answer to the argument. Share insights you have gained about the questions and how it is debated. Finally, share your thoughts on how “family problems” can be viewed and addressed differently based on ideology.  

Submission and Format: The paper should be submitted through Canvas by the last Friday of the summer term. Late papers turned in by 11:59:59 on the Monday the next week will lose 10 points; later papers will not be accepted. The paper should be approximately 10 double spaced pages and each section should be labeled according to the letters and numbers above. Proofread carefully. Use APA format for in text references [e.g. (Smith, 2020)] and in your references page (does not count toward your 10 pages). 

I will grade the final paper based on the following criteria:
· 20pnts: completeness/thoroughness (followed directions, information is complete for all sections)
· 15pnts: documentation (adequate number and type of readings referenced clearly)
· 10pnts: objectivity (own opinions and bias not revealed, arguments treated fairly and rigorously)
· 5pnts: organization/writing quality (paper was well organized and clearly written)




POLICIES
Attendance – Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course.
Late Assignments – Assignments are typically to be submitted through Canvas by 11:59:59 pm on the due date given in the syllabus. It is your responsibility to confirm that your assignment has uploaded (look on Canvas itself). If you have problems, notify me via email and attach the assignment. All late assignments will automatically receive a 20% deduction (rounded up) and must be submitted within one week after the due date. 
Students with Disabilities – If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Using Artificial intelligence (AI) – AI language models, such as ChatGPT, will probably offer very limited help for completing my assignments. However, you are welcome to use them under the following circumstances:
1. To help brainstorm or organize your initial thoughts or structure of a writing assignment—however, the final draft should be heavily edited with your own thoughts. Place in quotes any phrases or sentences that come directly from the AI tool, but avoid using more than a sentence or two of unmodified text. You should also do your best to fact check the AI output for accuracy.
2. You cite your use of AI language models, even if just used in an initial draft, as a source for your work. Follow the suggestion in the link below (i.e., mention how you used it and then cite it as a reference): https://apastyle.apa.org/blog/how-to-cite-chatgpt. Failing to cite use of AI language models is considered plagiarism and subject to receiving reduced or no credit.
3. It has not been stated that AI learning models is forbidden for a specific assignment. You are not allowed to use AI learning models for the following assignments:
· The final paper (except for identifying sources

If you are unsure about whether it is appropriate to use AI language models for an assignment, ask me about it.

Course Content Ownership – As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including 
this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy. Any violations will be referred to the Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

BSU Diversity Statement – Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at this link.

Writing - It is expected that college graduates will write with proper organization, grammar and spelling.  Good writing is a skill and needs to be cultivated; therefore, I may ask you to confer with the writing lab in North Quad for assistance.  Please be careful not to plagiarize (give proper credit to sources you cite), and rely more on paraphrasing instead of simply quoting sources.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism – Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated by the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences.  The Student Academic Ethics Policy can be found under the Student Code in the Calendar of Events Handbook. Avoid plagiarism (representing someone else’s work as your own) by giving proper credit to the sources of the information you use. You should put quotation marks around direct quotes. Avoid cutting and pasting from the internet (or other sources), even if you use quotes—it is better for you to present the information with your own words and to cite the original source of the information itself. 

ASSIGNMENT OF POINTS: 
Reflection Papers	100
Presentation		25Grades will be posted on Canvas.  


Presentation Responses	40
Book Group Discussions	120
Final Paper		50
Total		335

ECYF 680 TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

For student presentations:

	Week
	Assigned Topics
	Articles
	Other Readings
	Assignments Due

	1 (5/11)
	Intro to course; Family theory; Macro-Micro
	Family Systems Theory
Family Stress
	Movie: The Prizewinner…
	Reflection Essay (Wed)
Presentation topic request (Thurs)

	2 (5/18)
	Demography and Change; Family Ideology
	Nuclear Fam. Mistake?
Ideologies

	BGD*1
	Reflection Essay (Wed)
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	3 (5/25)
	Problem Topics
Family Instability
	1. The Demography of Families: A Review…
2. Divorce, Repartnering, and Stepfamilies… [Adam]
	BGD 2
	Reflection Essay (Wed)
Presentation? (Wed)
Presentation responses (Sat)
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	4 (6/1)
	Problem Topics
Family Instability
	3. Cohabitation and Marriage: Complexity…
4. Pathways to Parenthood in Social… [Bernard]
	BGD 3
	Reflection Essay (Wed) Presentation? (Wed)
Presentation responses (Sat)
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	5 (6/8)
	Problem Topics
Family Instability
	5. Family Processes and Children’s and…[Nate]
6. Spanning Borders, Cultures, and Generations… [Bo]
	BGD 4
	Reflection Essay (Wed) Presentation? (Wed)
Presentation responses (Sat)
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	6 (6/15)
	Problem Topics
Family Instability
	7. Parenthood and Well-Being… [Kendal]
8. Ethnic–Racial Socialization in the Family…
	BGD 5
	Reflection Essay (Wed)
Presentation? (Wed)
Presentation responses (Sat)
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	7 (6/22)
	Problem Topics
Family Instability
	9. Families Across the Income Spectrum… [Laura]
10. Sexual- and Gender-Minority Families… [Tarin]
	BGD 6
	Reflection Essay (Wed) Presentation? (Wed)
Presentation responses (Sat)
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	8 (6/29)
	Problem Topics
Family Instability
	11. Families in Later Life…[Larry]
12. A Decade of Research on Intergenerational… [Steph]
	BGD 7
	Reflection Essay (Wed) Presentation? (Wed)
Presentation responses (Sat)
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	9 (7/6)
	Problem Topics
Family Instability
	13. Family Matters: Research on Family Ties…[Josh]
14. Work and Family in the Second Decade
	BGD 8
	Reflection Essay (Wed) Presentation? (Wed)
Presentation responses (Sat) 
BGD (Fri, then next Mon)

	10 (7/13)
	Possible Solutions

	15. A Socioecological Perspective on Intimate…
16. Family Policy and Complex Contemporary…
	Nurturing Fams.
	Reflection Essay (Wed)
Final Paper (Fri)



*BGD = Book group discussion 




5

