2025-2026 Ball State University College of Fine Arts / School of Music / Music Performance

APPLIED VIOLIN - MASTER SYLLABUS
MUSP 200, MUSP 200A, MUSP 200B, MUSP 200C

Instructor: Anna Vayman
Associate Professor of Violin
Office- (765) 285 5521
Cell- (513) 374 4577

Email: avayman@bsu.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment

Course Description (from catalog): One primary instrument/voice lesson per week for music
majors.

Student Learning Objectives:

At the completion of a semester of MUSP 200 students will be able to:

Improve their ability to achieve undergraduate-level technical skill, expressively communicate
through their instrument, and show a proficient degree of aesthetic command. Concepts covered
will include:

e Scales and Arpeggios

e Expanded knowledge of the fingerboard

Tone production
Quality of vibrato
Diversified strokes
Intonation
Interpretation of phrase structure
Choice of fingerings
Choice of bowings
e Appropriate style
e Musical expressivity

2. Become more familiar with a standard and diverse repertoire for the violin. Demonstrate
competency in practice, preparation, organization, collaboration, stage presence, and audition
preparation.

Course Rationale:

This course will underscore requisite skills necessary in applied violin for violin majors.
Approaches to sound production, left/right hand technique, intonation, rhythm, expression,
phrasing and repertoire will be emphasized. Lessons will focus on developing high level of
proficiency on the violin that will allow the student to go to the graduate school of as a violin
major, prepare to the competitions, develop proficient chamber music skills and audition skills
for a regional orchestra level.




Course Expectations:

As a student of applied violin as a Violin Performance major, you will be expected to develop
your violin technique/violin performance skills by regular practice of assigned violin exercises
and violin literature, appropriate to your level of instruction. These skills are developed through
regular practice, performing in ensembles, juries, masterclasses and both required and non
required recitals. Performance majors are expected to devote at least 3,5 hours per day to
personal practice. A hearing performance for String Faculty is required at the end of every
semester of instruction for violin majors. *Freshman Technical exam is required before the
Sophomore Standing can be achieved. *Junior Standing is required before Junior and Senior
Recitals. MUSP 200 (A,B and C) are course numbers for students admitted to the violin majors.

Juries

Music Majors are required to perform Jury/Hearing each semester they are studying up until
achieving Junior Standing.

Jury:

MUSP 200, 200A, 200B, 200C —Major study

*Freshman Technical Exam for Sophomore Standing:

After two semesters of study, students must take a freshman technical exam for sophomore
standing. This exam will be judged on a pass/fail/partial-pass basis. In the case of receiving a
failing or partial-pass grade, an email of notification will be sent to the student, a letter of
notification will be sent to the Undergraduate Coordinator, and a meeting with me as your
primary teacher will be scheduled to discuss deficiencies/areas for improvement. If a student
fails to receive a passing grade after a maximum of two attempts, that student will be dropped
from the program.

You will be required to play:

1. Scales/Arpeggios/Double Stops (as assigned by teacher)
2. Etude (as assigned by teacher)

3. A selection from your repertoire (as assigned by teacher)

Only by passing this Exam can you go on to perform your Junior Standing.

*Exam for Junior Standing:

After a minimum of four semesters of study, students must take a proficiency exam for junior
standing. This exam will be judged on a pass/fail/partial pass basis. In the case of receiving a
failing or partial pass grade, an email of notification will be sent to the student, a letter of
notification will be sent to the Undergraduate Coordinator, and a meeting with me as your
primary teacher will be scheduled to discuss deficiencies/areas for improvement. If a student



fails to receive a passing grade after a maximum of two attempts, that student will be dropped
from the program.

You will be required to play:
1) Two contrasting movements from any Bach Sonata or Partita. Memorization Required
2) The first movement of a standard concerto (or a substitution of equivalent difficulty)
Memorization Required.
3) Scales, double stops and etude as assigned by teacher

Only by passing this jury can you go on to perform your Degree Recitals.

Music Major Attendance and Performance Requirements:

Music Majors enrolled in MUSP 200 are required to present 6 documented performances (in
General Recital Hour, String Area Recital or Studio Recital) to meet degree requirements.

Violin Studio Procedures and Requirements:

Preparation to the lesson:

Thoughtful everyday practice is the path to success for each member of our Violin Studio!

To make your practice time fit into your busy school day you will need to create and strictly
follow your very own PRACTICE SCHEDULE. I will work with each of you individually on
your practice schedule.

Violin Studio Class: Wednesdays 12:00 pm-1:00 pm, Sursa Hall

During violin studio you are welcome to use the opportunity to play in front of your peers and
get the comments from the teacher. We will also use this time to discuss various violin related
topics, work on our repertoire for violin ensemble and work on the current BSSO repertoire,
concentrating on the most difficult passages. Please note that it is your responsibility as a
member of BSSO to practice your parts during your individual practice time!

Area Recital Hours: Wednesdays, 12:00 pm-1:00 pm, Hahn Hall or Sursa Hall
Area recitals: September 24, October 29, December 3.

Studio Class meetings TBA on weekly basis.

Any changes will be announced at a later date.

We will have our Studio Recital towards the end of the semester. Each of you will be required to
perform.



Juries/Hearings: TBD

Sign up info will be sent.

Attendance of vour individual lessons and studio class is required.

If you must miss the lesson or class for respectful reasons (illness, family emergency, recital,
audition) please inform me promptly. My contact information is located on the first page of this
syllabus.

e Missing one lesson or Studio class without proper notification will result in lowering

your grade by one point. Missing more than one lesson or studio class without
proper notification will result in failing grade.

Recitals/masterclasses Attendance Policy

Attendance of the recitals is a part of your education. Attendance of recitals/masterclasses
is required on the dates listed below and highlighted in yellow. In case you must miss the
event for respectful reasons (illness, family emergency, recital, audition) please inform me
promptly. Missing more than one recital without proper and confirmed notification will
result in lowering your grade by half point.

Your teacher will inform you of other important events that might be scheduled during the
semester.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/ITmHKECIZzy xtPXbl5EaKy3unUa3pB8cUIZIISY Gb8/ed
it?tab=t.0

Grading
Your final grade is based on the following:

Level of progress attained in ALL study materials, including BSSO repertoire
Attendance at lessons, studio classes and performance classes and required
recitals/masterclasses.

Jury/Hearing performance.

Preparation/Progress toward learning assigned exercises and repertoire for lessons.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mHkEClZzy_xtPXbl5EaKy3unUa3pB8cUlZltjlSYGb8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mHkEClZzy_xtPXbl5EaKy3unUa3pB8cUlZltjlSYGb8/edit?tab=t.0

Grading:

Attendance of Required Events 15%
Hearing/Jury exam 25%
Weekly preparation/progress for lessons 45%
Studio class attendance and participation 15%

e 90-100: A

e 80-89:B

e 70-79: C

e 60-69:D

e 50-59: F

Syllabus Statements:

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome,
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State
and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If
you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please
contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability
Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation
of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Violin resources info:

Sheet Music

You can obtain free sheet music in BSU library, IMSLP (online music library) and scribd.com (you have to sign up
for scribd, it’s free)

Recordings

Naxos online library is great source for high quality recordings. Get there through BSU library and get free access
with your BSU username and password.

Violin strings and accessories

Concordmusic.com, sharmusic.com, iustrings.com
Violin makers/repairers in Indianapolis area


https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu

(There are quite a few but I’'m suggesting those whose work I know)

Ted Skreko (317.501 8516)
Violin Shop of Old Carmel (317. 818 2326)
Indyviolins.com (317.624 0441)
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