Ball State University
Spring semester, 2026 [10 week session]
History 150—Section 805 (online)
The West in the World

THIS SYLLABUS WAS CREATED FOR THE 10 WEEK ONLINE SUMMER HISTORY 150 COURSE.  YOU ARE REQUIRED TO WATCH THE LECTURES ONLINE UNDER THE LECTURE MODULE AT THE CANVAS SITE AT ANY TIME DURING THE WEEK YOU PREFER.  OTHER THAN THE REMOTE VIEWING OF THE LECTURES, YOUR REQUIREMENTS ARE IDENTICAL TO A “LIVE” VERSION OF THIS CLASS.



Required Texts
The Song of Roland
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz

Recommended Text
Sherman and Salisbury, The West in the World 

General Information
This course covers the history of western civilization within the world from the dawn of civilization to the twentieth century.  Obviously, there is far too much material to cover in detail over the course of a single semester, but you should leave this class with a general understanding of the major events of western history and how the course of civilization has changed over the course of human history.

The course will be broken into three large eras, with an examination following each.  

Grading
Your grade will be determined by your performance on three (3) non-cumulative examinations.  The examinations will consist of a number of multiple-choice questions based on the lectures and the additional reading required for that time period (i.e., The Song of Roland for the first exam, Things Fall Apart for the second, and Survival in Auschwitz for the third).  

You will take the examinations through Canvas on your personal computer.  The examinations will be available for two days (listed below), and there will be ample time to fulfill the assignment regardless of your outside activities.  It is your responsibility to take the exams within the dates provided.  If there is a genuine conflict for the entirety of the examination dates, please contact me and I will consider other arrangements.  

I will provide a study guide one week prior to each examination.  I will also provide more details about the examinations well before they occur.  





The exams are scheduled as follows:

Exam Number One, including Song of Roland
MARCH 12-15: EXAMINATION NUMBER ONE

Exam Number Two, including Achebe’s Things Fall Apart
APRIL 2-5: EXAMINATION NUMBER TWO

Exam Number Three, including Levi’s Survival in Auschwitz
APRIL 28-MAY 1: EXAMINATION NUMBER THREE

The grading scale for all assignments will be based on 100%.  At the end of the semester, your grades will be tabulated on the 4-point scale, and they will convert as follows:

A	= 100-93%		B-	= 82-79%			D+	= 68-66%
A-	= 92-89%		C+	= 78-76%			D	= 65-63%
B+	= 88-86%		C	= 75-73%			D-	= 62-59%
B	= 85-83%		C-	= 72-69%			F	= 58% & less

IMPORTANT—Since the grading scale has already been lowered significantly from the standard scale, there will be no “rounding up,” even if you receive a grade that is just a tenth of a point from a higher grade.  The “rounding up” process has been done already with this lenient scale.



Although online, this is a lecture-based class.  The majority of information for which you will be responsible will come from my lectures, therefore viewing in proper time is necessary.  The additional reading requirements will be done on your own with very specific guidelines for their completion.




Weekly Lecture and Reading Schedule
Sherman readings are supportive of the lectures and recommended, but not required for examination purposes

Week of February 10—LECTURES 1-3
Introduction to the Course and the Ancient Civilization
Greece
Sherman, Chapters 1-3

Week of February 16—LECTURES 4-6
Rome and Early Christianity
Sherman, Chapters 3-5

Week of February 23—LECTURES 7-10
Middle Ages 
Sherman, Chapters 7-9
Song of Roland 
(you are NOT required to have the book read at this time—this is simply the lecture period for which the text applies)
END OF MATERIAL FOR THE FIRST EXAM

Week of March 2—NO CLASSES, SPRING BREAK

Week of March 9—LECTURES 10-11
Renaissance and Reformation
Sherman, Chapter 10-11

[bookmark: _Hlk8559445]MARCH 12-15: EXAMINATION NUMBER ONE

Week of March 16—LECTURE 11-13
Exploration, Enlightenment, and Revolution
Sherman, Chapter 12

Week of March 23—LECTURES 14-15
French Revolution
Sherman, Chapters 13-16

Week of March 30—LECTURES 16-17
Industrial Revolution and Nationalism
[bookmark: _Hlk8559503]Sherman, Chapters 17 and 19
[bookmark: _Hlk71791649]Achebe, Things Fall Apart
[bookmark: _Hlk71815635](you are NOT required to have the book read at this time—this is simply the lecture period for which the text applies)
END OF MATERIAL FOR SECOND EXAM

APRIL 2-5: EXAMINATION NUMBER TWO

Week of April 6—LECTURES 18-20
World War I and Interwar
Sherman, Chapter 22

Week of April 13—LECTURES 21-23
World War II
Sherman, Chapter 23-24
Survival in Auschwitz
(you are NOT required to have the book read at this time—this is simply the lecture period for which the text applies)

Week of April 20—LECTURES 24-25
The Cold War
Sherman, Chapter 25
END OF MATERIAL FOR THIRD EXAM

[bookmark: _Hlk8559536]APRIL 28-MAY 1: EXAMINATION NUMBER THREE



Additional Significant Information

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory in this class.  If you foresee any problem in attending the lectures, please let the professor know as soon as you are able.
Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.
University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.]
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

