
 

 

Fall 2026 
THEA 368.1 – MT Ensemble and Piano Lab 
MT Ensemble: Tuesday, Thursday, 12:30-1:45, AJ225 
 
INSTRUCTOR: MICHAEL RAFTER 
Email: mrrafter@bsu.edu 
Office: WQ 010 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
 
INSTRUCTOR: THOMAS HALL 
Email: tchall2@bsu.edu 
Office: WQ 005 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
 
T.A.: SADIE CRAIN 
Email: sadie.crain@bsu.edu 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

• Assigned Music (PRINTED AND IN A BINDER. For the purposes of this course, 
Tablets, computers, phones, and other devices are not acceptable.) 

• Blank Music Manuscript Paper (Printable file can be found on Canvas) 
• Recording Device 
• Writing Utensils. Pencils are preferred for marking music 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The course is designed for intermediate Music Theater students. Students will learn, to 
sing and perform choral/ensemble literature from a variety of musical theatre 
productions selected from different eras, styles, composers, etc. Students will sing in 
harmony (2-8 parts), utilizing their musical and sight-singing skills acquired in THEA 
270, 271, 272 & 273. Skills learned in THEA 328 voice lessons will also be reinforced. 
 
CREDIT/ TIME STATEMENT 
This performance course is worth 2 credit hours. It will require 150 minutes of in-class 
work each week, and an expected 180 minutes of out-of-class work in the form of 
assignments, practice, rehearsal, etc. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Students will develop the skills needed to: 

• Read music accurately at sight in a practical setting 
• Approach learning of new music in a logical and systematic manner 
• Understand and exhibit the high level of musicianship expected in the profession 
• Develop a responsible and professional approach to the musical theatre field 
• Increase knowledge of musical theatre ensemble repertoire 
• Increase knowledge of musical styles, form, and construction 
• Work and perform successfully as a member of a musical theatre ensemble 

 
ASSIGNMENTS: 

• Students will be given limited instruction on musical selections during class 
• Students will be expected to spend SIGNIFICANT AMOUNTS OF TIME OUTSIDE 

OF CLASS learning and memorizing parts, rehearsing and perfecting 
performances. 

• Students will be expected to spend significant amounts of time outside of class 
continuing to develop and reinforcing musicianship skills including, but not limited 
to, sight reading, interval training, chordal analysis, musical terminology, and 
piano proficiency requirements. 

 
GRADING: 

• Attendance, Participation etc. = 20% 
• Singing, Quizzes, Tests=65% 
• Homework-MusicTheory.net, additional exercises=15% 

 
 

A 95% - 100%  A- 90% - 94%   B+ 87% - 89%  B 85% - 86%  

B- 80% - 84%   C+ 77% - 79%   C 75% - 76%  C- 70% - 74%  

D+ 67% - 69%    D 65% - 66%   D- 60% - 64%   F 0 - 60% 

 
MINIMUM GRADE POLICY: 
The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre or 
Dance is C. Any student receiving a C- or lower must retake the course in order to 
receive credit towards a major or minor in the department. 
 
University Grade Appeal Policy 
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance 
due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school 
days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University 
Grade Appeal Policy and Process.] 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals


 

 

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS: 
• Students are expected to be on time and fully prepared for every class. 
• A professional and courteous attitude toward instructors, accompanists, and peers 

is expected at all times. 
• Illness can and will happen. It is up to each individual to take the proper 

precautions to maintain a healthy lifestyle.T 
• This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of 

regular collaboration and communication. 
o It is recommended that you log into your Canvas course 3 to 4 times a 

week and check your official Ball State email account daily to view 
announcements and prepare for class. 

o Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the 
stated due dates. 

 
HEA 368.1 – MT Ensemble and Piano Lab 
ATTENDANCE 
The following absences are excused and no amount of absences accrued under these 
conditions may affect the student’s final grade in the class: Religious holiday; 
pregnancy, jury duty, death in the family, travel for University business as documented 
by an official Ball State Travel Notice, and an extended and documented absence 
related to illness or health issues (mono, broken leg, pneumonia, etc.). A doctor’s note 
or note from the health center only serves to excuse your absence if it 
details an extended absence as described above. 
 

• Tardy Three Times = One absence 
• Two unexcused absences = One letter grade drop  
• Three unexcused absences = Two letter grades drop 
• Four unexcused absences = There are two options at this point: 

1. You will receive an “F” in the course. 
2. You may request an Incomplete in the course. In order to do this, you 

must provide paperwork regarding hospitalization, extensive illness, 
recurring absences due to mental health issues as documented by a letter 
from Disability Services, or other documented issue that has caused your 
excessive absences. If your documentation is approved, your GPA will 
NOT be impacted, and will be required to complete the coursework in a 
future semester. Those details will be worked on an individual basis.” 

 
For other questions or clarification, please reference the Ball State University 
attendance policy for questions. BSU Attendance Policy 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-  
services/attendance-policies 
 
 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-


 

 

DISABILITY AND OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS: 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among 
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course 
adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of 
record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services 
for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that 
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be 
contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Freedom of Expression  
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values 
intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As 
members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State 
community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from 
differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s 
Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of 
Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university 
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the 
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be 
tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations 
of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to 
maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic 
integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on 
understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent 
academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and 
students ’rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage 
(cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and 
falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently 
by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic 
dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
• Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI 

tools, hidden notes, and open books)  
• Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments 

(Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
• Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded 

assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other 
students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity


 

 

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group 
projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or 
not.  

• Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
• Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, 

gesturing)  
• Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the 

exam.  
• Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
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CONDUCT: 
Students will conduct themselves in a manner that is appropriate for class and in line 
with standards set forth by Ball State University and the Department of Theatre and 
Dance.  
 
Read more about Ball State’s Code of Conduct at: 
https://ballstate.navexone.com/content/dotNet/documents/?docid=4053&public=true 
The use of cell phones and all other personal electronic devices is prohibited during 
class unless the instructor indicates otherwise (i.e. taking notes on a laptop, audio 
recording lectures/classes). 
 
During this class, we may use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. You will be 
informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with 
guidance for attribution. [Indicate your expectations regarding use of applications with AI 
built-in features]. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State 
University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
 
Title IX 
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment 
for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—
including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know 
that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more 
information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX 
Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu    
  
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to 
report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes 
information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
  
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who 
experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If 
the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
mailto:bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu


 

 

·       Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, 
extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class 
schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss 
options to move forward. 

·       If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will 
begin following University policy. 

 
 

The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at 
Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) 
appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on 
“Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
  
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who 
have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be 
administered in the Learning Center.    
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your 
course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school 
regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center 
programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: 
BallStateLC.  
 
The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place 
to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic 
Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides 
individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your 
experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can 
submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
  
The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all 
students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an 
appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis 
Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health 
resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including 
thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of 
which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your 
first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you 
with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to 
therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
https://www.instagram.com/ballstatelc/
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30


 

 

campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have 
access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different 
platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be 
found here. 

FERPA and Privacy 
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA 
(Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and 
protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your 
written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to 
third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. 
You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and 
Privacy and Protection.  
 
Video Conferencing Recording 
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this 
class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings 
typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those 
who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to 
review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will 
be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who 
prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have 
concerns, please discuss these options with me.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fbsucc&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C9446864a89af4aac59a408dd1f8771fd%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638701388764876009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KCp67wp6xCWyxXTkY73wRltLjNY2m5b8xChtpZqPToY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa

