Teaching Social Studies in the Elementary School
Social Studies 397 – 3 CRN 21209 Spring 2026
BB 309 T and TH 8:00 a.m.
Ronald V. Morris, Ph.D.
History Department 
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
RVMorris@BSU.edu
Office Phone: 765-285-8700 T & TH
Phone: 765-439-0033 (5:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.) No texts
Office: BB 200 by appointment
Note: I have a hearing loss. Please make sure that I can see you when you are talking to me.
Course Description: 397 Teaching Social Studies in the Elementary School. (3)  Materials and methods for teaching social studies, grades 1-6. Emphasizes social science concepts, behavioral objectives, teaching strategies, learning resources, attitudes and values, skill development, and program assessment.
Course Objectives:
Knowledge Objectives 
· Students will be able to define and describe the mission of social studies
· Students will be able to describe the history of the social studies
· Students will be able to describe a social studies in the classroom and a democratic classroom climate
· Students will be able to discuss multicultural education and curriculum guidelines to teach it
· Students will be able to discuss democratic values, social understanding, civic virtue, and civic efficacy
· Students will be able to discuss the role of social studies in the life of young children
Skill Objectives
Critical Thinking Skills
· Students synthesize, implementing, and evaluate lesson plans, materials and assessments
· Students analyze how children learn history through the use of evidence found in primary sources and artifacts
Study and Research Skills
· Students will be able to integrate social studies content from the archeology, economics, geography, humanities, jurisprudence, science, technology, and political science, into social studies lessons 
· Students will be able to conduct discovery and inquiry experiences in the classroom 
· Students will be able to use the arts as a vehicle for instruction about the human condition
Values Clarification
· Students will value academic freedom
· Students will value interdisciplinary learning
· Students will value global education
· Students will value the separation of church and state
· Students will examine the effects of commercialism on education
· Students will examine the effects of ability grouping in social studies
Citizenship Skills
· Students will describe character and citizenship education programs 
· Students will describe the importance of citizenship education to a free, democratic society
· Students will describe the pluralistic character of human society and, most especially, of life in the United States
· Students will demonstrate sensitivity to individual difference among learners
· Students will describe the reality of the world as a global community and the need to develop and maintain a global perspective in human affairs while maintaining connections with state and local communities
· Students will describe the important role of values in guiding human behavior 
Teaching Skills
· Students will be able to construct, complete, and document a service learning project.
· Students will be able to construct and implement a first person historical presentation and a simulation.
· Students will be able to generate artifact for their portfolio assessment.
· Students will be able to select and use appropriate social studies materials including plays and role play.

Course Structure
I     Introduction to Social Studies                                                    January 6 & 8
II    NCSS Standards                                                                         January 13 & 15
III   Assignment #1 due                                                                    January 20 & 22
IV   Primary Sources                                                                        January 27 & 29
V    Assignment #2 due                                                                    February 3 & 5
VI   First Person Presentation due                                                    February 10 & 12 
VII  Drama and history                                                                     February 17 & 19
VIII Mid Term                                                                                  February 24 & 26
IX    Geography                                                                                March 10 & 12
X     Assignment #3 due                                                                   March 17 & 19
XI    Economics                                                                                March 24 & 26
XII    Assignment #4 due                                                                  March 31 & April 2
XIII   Civics                                                                                      April 7 & 8
XIV  Games and Music                                                                    April 14 & 15 
XV   All make-up work due                                                             April 21
         Pioneer Day                                                                             April 23
Final Exam                                            
            8:00 a.m. class 7:30 -9:30 a.m. Wednesday                         April 29
Do not make plans that conflict with the final exam. It will only be available at that time and date. 
Course Materials
Activity Tools | DocsTeachLinks to an external site.
Links to an external site.Links to an external site.
The College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards: Guidance for Enhancing the Rigor of K-12 Civics, Economics, Geography, and HistoryLinks to an external site.
Morris, R. V., Middleton, C., & Shockley, D. (2024). How do Appalachian students talk about diversity in a white school? Oregon Journal for the Social Studies. 12(2), 28-42.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-GeX3VNY19spsy2v1xp3kPGnPvSsFGse/viewLinks to an external site.  
https://sites.google.com/site/oregoncouncilforsocialstudies/O-J-S-S/o-j-s-s-issuesLinks to an external site. 
Links to an external site.
Morris, R. V. & Shockley, D. (Under Review). Geography Across the Nation Tied to Student Holiday Correspondence. 
Morris, R. V. (2023). Smyrna Cemetery Survey Project. Ohio Social Studies Review, 59(1), 8–13. 
Smyrna Cemetery Survey Project | Published in Ohio Social Studies ReviewLinks to an external site.DOE: Social StudiesLinks to an external site.
Links to an external site.
Morris, R. V. (2022). Folklore: Democratizing source material to reflect classroom and community culture. The Social Studies, DOI: 10.1080/00377996.2022.2088672
Search: Ball State University Library
Click: Do Research
Click: Data Bases and Articles
Click: E
Scroll and Click: ERIC (EBSCOhost)
Top box type "Folklore" Second box after "and button" type "Morris"
Click
Morris, R. V. (2022). Youth engagement in the museum: Volunteering to learn. Iowa Journal for the Social Studies, 30(2), 91-114. https://iowasocialstudies.org/https/iowajournalforthesocialstudies.weebly.comLinks to an external site.
Links to an external site.
Morris, R. V. (2021). Elementary social studies research: From scaffolding to script writing. The Social Studies Review, 57(2), 1-13. Elementary Social Studies Research: Scaffolding to Script Writing | Published in Ohio Social Studies Review (scholasticahq.com)Links to an external site.
Morris, R. V. (2009). Bringing History to Life. 
Morris, R. V. (2006). Hitchcock v. Shaker Chairs: Artifacts to teach about the rise and rejection of industrialism in the young republic. Gifted Child Today, 29(1), 56-65.
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies: Introduction | Social StudiesLinks to an external site.
NCSS Position Statements | Social StudiesLinks to an external site.
Play Dough EconomicsLinks to an external site.
Course Assignments
Each student must do a first-person presentation (20), mid-term (20), final (20) and four tests (10) for a total of 100 points. 
Course Grading Scale
	Letter Grade
	Range

	A
	100% - 90%

	B
	<90% - 80%

	C
	<80% - 74%

	 C-
	<74% - 0%


University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Attendance: Students must attend at least 24 classes or more to earn a final grade of C. 
Absences will be excused for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories.
In general, students are expected to notify all their instructors once they anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). The student may need to provide documentation (with confidential information redacted when appropriate) to each instructor if requested. 
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.
Course Participation Expectations
This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular collaboration and communication.
Complete all assignments activities by the stated due dates.
Arrive on time, do not leave early, and do not leave class.  Students disrupting class through off task behavior (reading newspapers, filling in calendars, playing cross word puzzles, cutting out materials, sleeping), oral disruptions, or use of electronics (no computers, earbuds, headphones, phones, or watches) will have up to 10 participation points removed from their final grade. Leave your phone in your bookbag and do not leave during class with it. Pets must have a letter on file with the Department Chair before they can be admitted to the classroom.
Becoming an effective teacher includes demonstrating professional dispositions, which include attitudes, habits of action, and commitments that foster student learning and assist in elevating the education profession, as well as in interacting with families, community members, and colleagues. The Ball State Disposition Assessment System is a systematic, consistent approach to assessing and supporting teacher candidates’ disposition growth throughout their preparation. This system has two components: (1) a disposition rubric system, and (2) a disposition alert system, which provide opportunities for deliberate feedback and guidance regarding teacher candidates’ disposition development. Information about the rubric, procedures, and alert policy are available on the OTES webpage.
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/teachers-college/centers-schools-and-offices/otesLinks to an external site.
Feedback Policy
I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during week days (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend.
I will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 5 school days of submission.
Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class.
Late Assignment Policy
The presentation is due by the end of class on the due date indicated. The tests are due by the end of class when they are assigned.
 If an assignment comes in late, it will be held and not graded until the end of the semester -- if there are no other late or missing assignments. It will not be graded at the end of the semester if there are other late or missing assignments. 
The last day for make-up assignments is April 29.
If you have no late or missing papers you may submit one paper of poor quality for revisions.
Grading Policy
· It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience. 
· In the absence of mistakes, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. 
Engagement Expectations
To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:
· Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
· Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.
· Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.
· Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion. 
· Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work without permission.
· Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep feedback constructive.
Course Schedule
To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions.
Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.








