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Ball State University
Department of English
ENG 437 Methods in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)
3 Credit Hours
Fall 2025

Course Information
Mode of delivery: In-person 
Class Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:45 AM
Classroom location: Robert Bell Building 129                

[bookmark: _Hlk139975436]Instructor: Dr. Juyeon Yoo                          Email: juyeon.yoo@bsu.edu (Best way to reach me)
[bookmark: _Hlk205635509]Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:45-3:15PM EST and by appointment.

Course Description
This course examines the principles and techniques in methods of teaching English as a second language (L2). We will explore and extend theories, ideas, and techniques associated with how to teach English effectively that are grounded in linguistics and second language acquisition. This course builds upon the content of ENG 436 (prerequisite), ENG 219, and ENG 334. You will be given a chance to understand, recognize, and address various language acquisition challenges of multilingual learners, and develop instructional strategies that support English language learners’ acquisition of academic and social language skills at school. Specifically, you will learn various methods and techniques for planning and creating lesson plans could both facilitate your students’ language learning and that are also suited for your teaching contexts.
[bookmark: _Hlk139976107]Course Materials and Texts
Required Texts
· Staehr Fenner, D., & Snyder, S. (2017). Unlocking English learners’ potential: Strategies for making content accessible. Thousand Oaks: Corwin.

Other Required Readings Available on Canvas in PDF 
· Celce-Murcia, M. (2014) Ch1 An overview of language teaching methods and approaches. In Celce-Murcia, M., Brinton, D. M., & Snow, M. A. (Eds.), Teaching English as a second or foreign language, (4th ed., pp. 2-14). Heinle.
· Echevarria, J., M., & Short, D. (2013). Ch2 Lesson Preparation. In J. Echevarria, M. Vogt, D. Short (Eds.), Making content comprehensible for English learners: The SIOP model, (4th ed., pp. 24-53).  Pearson Education.
· Ellis, R. (2014). Ch3 Principles of Instructed Second Language Learning. In Celce-Murcia, M., Brinton, D. M., & Snow, M. A. (Eds.), Teaching English as a second or foreign language, (4th ed., pp. 31-45). Heinle.
· Seltzer, K. (2025). Developing Virtual Classroom Tours With Preservice Teachers: Integrating a Translanguaging Stance and Design. TESOL Journal, 16(1), e918.

Optional Readings:
· Tian, Z., Aghai, L., Sayer, P., & Schissel, J. L. (2020). Ch1 Envisioning TESOL through a translanguaging lens in the era of post–multilingualism. In Z. Tian, L. Aghai, P. Sayer, & J. L. Schissel (Eds.), Envisioning TESOL through a translanguaging lens: Global perspectives, pp. 1-20. Educational Linguistics. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-47031-9_1
· Trinh, E. (2021). What does social justice look like in the United States? Critical reflections of an English language classroom on a field trip. Multicultural Perspectives, 23(2), 108-113.

Useful Websites:
· TESOL International Association (TESOL). (2019). Standards for initial Pre-K-12 teacher preparation programs. Alexandria, VA: Author. (See Canvas or click here).
· NCELA (National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition) 
· Indiana Department of Education
· WIDA ELD Standards
· International TESOL organization
· Indiana TESOL organization (consider becoming a member, which will help you network with other ESL teachers in IN)

Course Objectives
In accordance with the TESOL/CAEP (Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation) standards, the majority of the ENG 437 course will focus on lesson planning and implementation of the standards. Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
· devise and implement methods to understand individual ELL’s characteristics and their families (Standard 2: Components 2c & 2d)
· plan lessons that are culturally and linguistically relevant (Standard 3: Component 3a) 
· design scaffolded instruction of language and literacies to support content area learning (Standard 3: Component 3a) 
· plan and implement standards-based instruction for ELLs using evidence-based, student-centered, developmentally appropriate interactive approaches (Standard 3: Component 3b) 
· plan strategies to collaborate with other educators, school personnel, and families (Standard 3: Component 3d) 
· use and adapt relevant materials and resources, including digital resources, to plan lessons and to foster student learning of language and literacies in the content areas (Standard 3: Component 3e) 

[bookmark: _Hlk139976218]Course Requirements
Grading Plan and Scale (Table):
	Assignments
	Percentage
	Due Dates

	Attendance & Participation
	10%
	Every session

	Readings & Short Summaries
	10%
	Wednesdays (11:59 PM EST)

	In-Class Tasks
	25%
	Fridays (11:59 PM EST)

	Module Summary Lesson Plans
	20%
	Module 1 Lesson Plan: Sep 22 (Mon)
Module 2 Lesson Plan: Oct 27 (Mon)

	Thematic Unit Lesson Plan
	25%
	Outline: Nov 3 (Mon)
Draft: Nov 17 (Mon)
Final Version: Dec 5 (Fri)

	Virtual Classroom Tour
	10%
	Dec 10 (Wed)

	Total
	            100%



[bookmark: _Hlk139976348]Assignment Details:
· Readings and Short Summary
On most weeks, you will read up to two chapters in order to be prepared for in-class tasks. For each chapter, you will submit a short summary that is about half a page in MS Word. Summaries for the week are due every Wednesday (11:59 PM EST). Each set of summaries will be graded as complete or incomplete.

· In-Class Tasks
Tasks are intended to review and apply the key concepts from reading into teaching. The specific instructions for each week’s task will be announced in class and posted on Canvas at the beginning of class meetings on Tuesdays or Thursdays. The tasks are due on Fridays. Students who were unable to attend the class should also complete and submit the tasks. 

· Module Summary Lesson Plans  
At the end of Modules 1 and 2 respectively, you will create a lesson plan with materials, incorporating the principles and techniques covered in the module. This assignment helps you prepare for the Thematic Unit Lesson Plan. Because the purpose of this assignment is to practice making lesson plans, you are allowed to revise and resubmit the lesson plans once within 2 weeks of the initial deadline.  

· Thematic Unit Lesson Plan
You will create a unit of 3 lesson plans with lesson materials on a theme (content) of your choice. The lesson plans and materials need to be culturally and linguistically relevant, incorporating the principles and techniques covered in this class. There are three steps to this assignment: lesson plan outline, lesson plan draft, and lesson plan final draft. The final draft will be graded on a point scale (total 100 points) using the rubric in the guidelines.  

· Virtual Classroom Tour
This is a two-part assignment. First, imagine you are a homeroom teacher and create a slideshow introducing your classroom to a new multilingual student joining your class. When designing your classroom, be sure to incorporate what you’ve learned in this TESOL course—especially culturally responsive teaching and translanguaging—to create a welcoming, multilingual environment. The second part of the assignment is to write a paper that explains, in detail, what you included on each side of the classroom and why these features are significant or important for multilingual learners.

[bookmark: _Hlk139979002]Course Schedule
*Note 1: “F&S” (Fenner & Snyder) the Unlocking English learners’ potential textbook. Other chapters are available in PDF on Canvas.
[bookmark: _Hlk139979055]*Note 2: The schedule above is subject to change based on course and participant needs.
*Note 3: There will be around 6 to 8 fieldwork visits depending on Muncie schools’ needs.

	Module & Topic
	Week & Dates
	Readings, Activities, and Assignments

	Module 1

Basics in
TESOL
&
Techniques
	Week 1
Aug 19, 21
	· F&S Ch1 “Why you need this book to support ELs?”
· Celce-Murcia Ch 1 “An overview of language teaching 
  methods & approaches”

	
	Week 2
Aug 26, 28
	· Ellis Ch3 “Principles of Instructed SLL”
· How to develop an effective lesson plan

	
	Week 3
Sep 2, 4
	· F&S Ch2 “Culturally responsive framework”

	
	Week 4
Sep 9, 11
	· F&S Ch5 “Teaching academic language.”
· F&S Ch3 “Scaffolding instruction for ELs” 

	
	Week 5
Sep 16, 18
	· 1:1 individual meetings
· Module Summary Lesson Plan 1 (due Sep 22, Mon)

	Module 2

Teaching Literacy and Oral Skills
	Week 6
Sep 23, 25
	· F&S Ch7 “Teaching Els background knowledge”
· F&S Ch8 “Supporting Els’ reading for multiple purposes”

	
	Week 7
Sep 30, Oct 2
	· F&S Ch4 “Fostering ELs’ Oral Language”
· F&S Ch6 “Vocabulary instruction”
· Asset-based or equity-oriented teaching

	
	Week 8
Oct 7, 9
	· Fall break: NO CLASS (Oct 7) 
· 1:1 individual meetings: mid-term conferences (Oct 9)

	
	Week 9
Oct 14, 16
	· Fieldwork 1
· Seltzer (2025): Developing Virtual Classroom Tours

	
	Week 10
Oct 21, 23
	· Fieldwork 2
· Module Summary Lesson Plan 2 (due Oct 27, Mon)

	Module 3

Creating
A
Thematic
Unit
Lesson
Plan
	Week 11
Oct 28, 30
	· Fieldwork 3
· Presenting the outline
· Thematic Unit Lesson Plan Outline (due Nov 3, Mon)

	
	Week 12
Nov 4, 6
	· Fieldwork 4
· Work on the lesson plan draft

	
	Week 13
Nov 11, 13
	· Fieldwork 5
· Fieldwork 6 or Finalize the lesson plan draft
Thematic Unit Lesson Plan Draft (due Nov 17, Mon)

	
	Week 14
Nov 18, 20
	· Fieldwork 7
· Peer-review (due Nov 24, Mon)

	
	Week 15
Nov 25, 27
	· Individual meetings: instructor feedback (Nov 25)
· Thanksgiving break: NO CLASS (Nov 27)

	
	Week 16
Dec 2, 4
	· Last session: Final draft & virtual classroom tours (Dec 2)
· Thematic Unit Plan Final Draft (due Dec 5, Fri)

	
	Week 17 (Finals): Virtual Classroom Tour (due Dec 10, Wed)



[bookmark: _Hlk139979113]
Course Policies
Attendance Policy
You are required to attend all in-class meetings. The first two absences will not incur any penalty if you explain your circumstances to me in advance. However, starting with the third absence, there will be a 1-point deduction from your total points (final grade). Students who are ill or have a legitimate reason should contact me to receive an excused absence. For fieldwork, attendance at all meetings is required.

Participation Policy
· This course is designed to include discussion and other forms of collaboration and communication. Therefore, you are expected to be an active participant in the course. You should be willing and ready to regularly communicate with me and your classmates both in-person and online. 
· You are expected to show respect to other people as well as following the instructions, guidelines, and policies specified in this course and by the university. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk204946594]You are expected to log into Canvas at least 1–2 times per week and check your official BSU email account daily to stay informed about announcements, assignments, and course updates. Failure to do so will not be considered a valid excuse for missed or late work.
· You are expected to complete all assignments and any other activities by the due date.
· I reserve the rights to course materials I created. You are not allowed to share the materials with others without my permission. 

[bookmark: _Hlk143026168]Communication Plan
· I will try to return email from your official BSU address within 48 hours during business days.
· When I need to contact individual students, rather than the whole class, I will use email. 
· If you need to schedule an online appointment or if you have any questions, please contact me through Canvas or by email at juyeon.yoo@bsu.edu.
· I will use Zoom for office hours and individual conferences (see the top of the syllabus for the log on information). If you prefer a different method, please ask me by email. 
Assignment Submission Policy
· All assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. EST on the due date indicated on Canvas. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk143026042]Late submissions will be accepted with a loss of 10% of the available points up to one week after the due date. If you need to submit your work late either before or after the one-week window, due to illness or any other reason, please contact me and receive permission to submit the work late without a penalty. If you have other circumstances that may affect your ability to submit work according to the designated schedule, please reach out to me to discuss potential accommodations or arrangements.
· All assignments should be submitted on the designated assignment page on Canvas. I do not accept email submissions unless you are given permission to do so.
· Technical issues are not a valid excuse for late work unless the problem stems from Canvas servers.
· Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the last day of class.

Grading and Feedback Policy 
· [bookmark: _Hlk139979397]For the Readings and Summary assignments, I do not comment on each of your submissions unless I think my comment is necessary to redirect the discussion or provide more accurate information.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk139979432]For all other assignments, feedback is provided if there is any. If you have any questions or need more clarification on grading, please feel free to discuss it with me. I would be happy to explain further. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk139979472]In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information on grade appeal, consult the Ball State website.
· Final grades will be assigned as follows: A 94-100%, A- 90-93.99%, B+ 87-89.99%, B 83-86.99%, B-80-82.99%, and so on. For both assignments and final grades, the following are the general criteria: 
A. The student has demonstrated a thorough understanding of the topic/question and an ability to apply that knowledge to a variety of situations. The student has demonstrated clear and original answers to the topic/question.
B. The student has completed the assignment adequately and has demonstrated some additional understanding of the concepts.  The student has provided clear and correct answers to the topic/question.
C. The student has completed the assignment adequately.

[bookmark: _Hlk139979532]Academic Integrity/Plagiarism Policy
I will enforce rigorous standards of academic integrity in all aspects and assignments of this course. Please review the University's Academic Integrity Policy and other information on the Academic Affairs website. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work
· Working with another person on any assignment unless permitted to do so
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with or without permission
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites

[bookmark: _Hlk204707026]Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI) Policy
[bookmark: _Hlk205651761]In this course, generative AI tools such as ChatGPT are not considered authors or co-authors, as they cannot be held accountable for the content they produce. You may use GenAI technologies only to enhance readability and language, or to help brainstorm and refine work that you have already created. However, you are not permitted to generate any portion of an assignment using these tools and submit it as your own without meaningful critical engagement and clear acknowledgment. All submitted work must reflect your original thinking, and if GenAI tools are used, you must clearly indicate which parts were generated with AI assistance and which parts are your own.

It is also essential to understand that material produced by GenAI programs may be inaccurate, incomplete, or otherwise problematic. You should treat AI-generated content much like a Wikipedia article—a useful starting point for ideas, but not a reliable or final source. Any content drawn from GenAI tools must be carefully reviewed, critically evaluated, and cited appropriately, just like any other reference, with thoughtful consideration of its quality and relevance. Ultimately, you are fully responsible for the accuracy, integrity, and originality of all submitted assignments.

BSU Writing Center
· All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. 
· To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!


Course Statements
[bookmark: _Hlk205304607]University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Canvas Accessibility: Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

FERPA and Privacy: As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's statement on FERPA and Privacy Protection.

Subject to change statement: This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

Syllabus Statements
· The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills tutoring.  
· Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. 
· Students can begin making appointments on Monday, August 21, 2023. 
· To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the Navigate Student app. 
· The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, chemistry, and biology. Check our website for more information. 
· Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. 
· For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu.  Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: BallStateLC



