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Ball State Course Description:  
 
Survey of the African-American literary tradition in the United States. 
 
Our Course Description:  
 
ENG 491 explores African American literary culture from the postbellum moment to the Harlem 
Renaissance. The course will begin with an overview of the scholarly conversations surrounding 
both American and Black print culture studies and transition to an examination of how African 
American writers and publishers used various forms of print, such as pamphlets, periodicals, 
and traditional literary forms (novel, poetry, etc.), to advance and weigh in on important issues 
of Black life in the United States. The course will conclude with discussions about archives and 
archival practices and their importance to contemporary literary study. Throughout the course, 
students will develop practical skills in close reading, analytical writing, archival research 
methods, and collaboration.  
 
This course counts towards the English major/minor and African American Studies minor. 

Furthermore, this section of ENG 491 is an “H” section, meaning it is also open to Honors 

students to earn Honors College credit.   
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Course Objectives  
 
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

●​ Locate, identify, and analyze the diverse forms of print culture that African American 
writers and publishers utilized from Slavery to the Harlem Renaissance. 

●​ Understand the role of archives and archival practices in studying African American 
literature. 

●​ Develop and articulate clear and persuasive arguments in written and oral formats. 
●​ Conduct in-depth research on primary and secondary sources related to 19th and early 

20th-century African American literature and print culture. 
●​ Learn how to engage the ideas of peers and the instructor in thoughtful ways. 

 
Required Materials:  
 

●​ Charles W. Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales (1899) 
●​ Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. (1845) 
●​ Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God. (1937) 
●​ Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861) 
●​ John Jacobs, The United States Governed by Six Hundred Thousand Despots: A True Story 

of Slavery; A Rediscovered Narrative (1855) 
 
 
Assignments:  

 
●​ Attendance and Participation: 10%: ENG 491 is a discussion-based course. Therefore, 

everyone is expected to come to class regularly and contribute via meaningful 
engagement with class conversation. 

●​ Journal Entries: 10 %: At the start of each class, you will have 10 minutes to write a 
journal entry by hand. I will provide a brief prompt related to the day's readings or 
topics. These entries are designed to help you prepare for our discussions and get your 
thoughts on the page before we begin. Your entries may be randomly collected for 
review and assessed on a spot-checking basis. 

●​ Reading Check/In-Class Work: 1% x 10= 10%: There will be roughly five random reading 
checks/quizzes throughout the semester. One Reading Check can be made up. In lieu of 
Reading Checks, I will also assess and collect some in-class work and grade it as a quiz. 

●​ Periodical  Presentation: 10%:  This is a group assignment where you will explore an 
archival African American periodical. Your group will present on the publication’s history, 
its cultural and political significance during its time, its major contributors, and its overall 
legacy. Each group member will have a designated role in both the research and the 
presentation.  

●​ Discussion Leader: 10%: Once during the semester, you will be responsible for leading a 
15-20 minute segment of our class discussion on a scheduled reading. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Incidents-Life-Slave-Girl-Critical/dp/0393614565
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●​ Close Reading Essay: 10%: (2-3 pages): Select a passage from one of the assigned 
readings and provide a critical interpretation of it, paying special attention to its formal 
attributes (e.g. style, grammar, syntax, tropes, literary devices), its cultural, historical, or 
political implications, and its bearing on other phenomena/events outside of the text. 
You should begin by annotating your passage of choice. Make observations about all of 
the striking details or facts about the text. Look for patterns. Pay close attention to 
language. Then interpret the details. Why are they fascinating? What deeper meaning 
do they impart on the passage? 

●​ Course Paper: 35% This course culminates in a seminar paper. This essay should reflect 
your command of the content we studied over the semester. This paper will require 7-10 
peer-reviewed academic sources. 

○​ A week after the paper is due, you will meet with me for a 10-15-minute 
one-on-one conference. During this session, we will discuss your argument, 
research process, and analytical choices, and you will answer questions about 
them. 

●​ Reflective Essay: 5%: You will reflect on your learning experiences in ENG 491 

* Assignment sheets will be provided to offer clear guidelines and expectations. * 

NOTE: All assignments must be submitted on the Canvas dropbox the day the assignment is 
due—at the 11:59PM—unless otherwise specified.  In order to receive full credit for each 
assignment, the assignment must be received on the due date.   

Grades 

Assignment Percentage of Grade Due Date  
Attendance and Participation  10% Daily 
Journal Entries  10% Daily 
Reading Checks/In-Class Work 10% Weekly 
Periodical Presentation 10% 10/15/25 & 10/17/25 
Discussion Leader 10% Variable 
Close Reading Essay 10% 10/31/25 
Course Paper 35% 11/24/25 
Reflective Essay 5% By Final 
TOTAL 100%  

Grading Scale 
95-100=A​ ​  
94-90=A-​ ​  
89-88=B+​ ​  
87-83=B​ ​  
82-80=B-​ ​  
79-78=C+​ ​  
77-73=C​ ​  
72-70=C-​ ​  
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69-68=D+​ ​  
67-63=D​ ​  

                                                                      62-60=D- 
Policies  

 
Course Policies 

●​ Academic Integrity Policy: Every student has a role in maintaining the university's 
academic reputation. You must refrain from engaging in plagiarism, cheating, or 
falsifying your work. 

o​ If you are accused of engaging in any form of plagiarism, cheating, or falsifying 
your work, it will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  

o​ Faculty members are required to report potential violations of the Student 
Academic Ethics Policy to the Office of the Vice Provost of Academic Affairs. 

o​ When a student is uncertain as to whether the conduct would violate the policy, 
it is their responsibility to seek clarification from the appropriate faculty member. 

o​ Here is a link to the Ball State Student Academic Ethics Policy 
●​ Statement of Diversity and Civility: In order to learn, we must be open to the views of 

people different from ourselves. In the time we share together over the semester, please 
honor the uniqueness of your fellow classmates and appreciate the opportunity we have 
to learn from one another. Please respect each other’s opinions and refrain from 
personal attacks or demeaning comments of any kind.  

●​ Expectations of the Instructor: The instructor is expected to facilitate learning, answer 
questions appropriately, be fair and objective in grading, provide timely and useful 
feedback on assignments, to maintain adequate office hours, and treat students as he 
would like to be treated in their place. 

●​ Attendance: To succeed in this course, attendance is paramount: you must be present. If 
you miss more than 3 sessions, you will fail the course.  

●​ I distinguish between excused and unexcused absences but require proper 
documentation (Doctor’s excuse, university letter for extracurriculars, etc.) for 
any absences. Still, I will only excuse up to 3 sessions with adequate 
documentation.  

●​ To check the current status of your attendance, please review the Attendance 
module of Canvas or stop by my office during office hours.  

●​ Mobile Devices: The use of mobile devices during class time and outside of class 
activities is not appropriate. 

●​ Punctuality: It is important to come to class on time. Repeated tardiness (x2) will result 
in being marked absent.  

●​ Late Work: Work will be deducted 1% for each day late.   
●​ Bonus Work: There will be LIMITED chances to earn bonus points in the course. 
●​ Cancellation: In the event of a class cancellation, I will inform the class via email at least 

one hour before class time. 
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University Policies and Statements  
 
University Statement 
 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we 
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or 
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as 
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can 
be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Freedom of Expression 
 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual 
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State 
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, 
compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. 
Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball 
State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
 
Disability Services Statement  
 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as 
soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with 
disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations 
can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu  
 
The Writing Center  
 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are 
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First 
Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get 
additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and 
accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, 
reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, 
resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your 
writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are 
available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
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Course Schedule  
 

Date Topic Due Today 

Monday, 

August 18, 

2025 

Introductions 

 

 

Wednesda

y, August 

20, 2025 

What is Print, What is Culture?  

 

READ: Heidi Morse, “Print Culture” 

 

Go over the Discussion Leader Assignment  

 

 

 

Friday, 

August 22, 

2025 

READ (IN CLASS): P. Gabrielle Foreman, 

Writing about Slavery/Teaching About 

Slavery: This Might Help 

 

READ (IN CLASS): From Print Culture in a 

Diverse World (1998), Theoretical 

Foundations 

 

 

 

Monday, 

August 25, 

2025 

READ: from Ivy G. Wilson, “Periodicals, Print 

Culture, and African American Poetry” 

(2010) 

 

●​ READ: George Moses Horton, from 

The Hope of Liberty/Poems from a 

Slave (1829, 1837) Poems by a 

slave_Horton 1837.pdf(Read: 

Explanation/Preface to Second 

Edition 

○​  “Praise of Creation”  

○​ “On Liberty and Slavery”  

○​ “The Slave’s Complaint”  

○​ And pick one other poem that 

interests you 
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Wednesda

y, August 

27, 2025 

 

READ: from David Walker, An Appeal (1829)  

 

 

READ: from Marcy J. Dinius, "'Look!! Look!!! 

at This!!!!': The Radical Typography of David 

Walker's Appeal,"  55-72. 

 

 

Friday, 

August 29, 

2025 

READ chapters 1-2 OLAUDAH EQUIANO, 

from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of 

Olaudah Equiano, Or Gustavus Vassa, The 

African (1789) 

 

READ: from L. A. Casmier-Paz,  “Slave 

Narratives and the Rhetoric of Author 

Portraiture” (2003) 

 

Monday, 

September 

01, 2025 

READ chapters 3-7 OLAUDAH EQUIANO, 

from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of 

Olaudah Equiano, Or Gustavus Vassa, The 

African (1789) 

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

3, 2025 

READ: Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the 

Life. CHs 1-4 

 

 

Friday, 

September 

5, 2025 

READ: Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the 

Life. CHs 5-9 

 

Monday, 

September 

8, 2025 

READ: Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the 

Life. CHs 10 

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

10, 2025 

READ: Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the 

Life. CHs 11-Appendix 

 

Friday, 

September 

READ: Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of 

a Slave Girl  
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12, 2025 

Monday, 

September 

15, 2025 

READ: Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of 

a Slave Girl  

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

17, 2025 

READ: Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of 

a Slave Girl  

 

Friday, 

September 

19, 2025 

READ: John Jacobs, The United States 

Governed by Six Hundred Thousand Despots 

 

Monday, 

September 

22, 2025 

READ: John Jacobs, The United States 

Governed by Six Hundred Thousand Despots 

 

Wednesda

y, 

September 

24, 2025 

READ: John Jacobs, The United States 

Governed by Six Hundred Thousand Despots 

 

Friday, 

September 

26, 2025 

READ: From Frances E.W. Harper, Iola Leroy, 

Chs 1-3 

 

 

 

Monday, 

September 

29, 2025 

READ: From Frances E.W. Harper, Iola Leroy, 

Chs 8-11 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

1, 2025 

READ: From Frances E.W. Harper, Iola Leroy, 

Chs 23-24 

 

 

Friday, 

October 3, 

2025 

The Rise of the Black Novel 

 

 

 

Monday, 

October 6, 

2025 Close Reading Exam 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

8, 2025 

Black Periodical and Print Culture 

 

Go Over Periodicals 
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List of Black Periodicals for ENG 647 

Friday, 

October 

10, 2025 ICW on Periodical Pres 

 

Monday, 

October 

13, 2025 ICW on Periodical Pres 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

15, 2025 Periodical Presentations 

 

Friday, 

October 

17, 2025 Periodical Presentations 

 

Monday, 

October 

20, 2025 

Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and the Great 

Migration 

 

Black Printing Presses 

 

 

Wednesda

y, October 

22, 2025 

Charles Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman, “The 

Goophered Grapevine.”  

 

Friday, 

October 

24, 2025 

Charles Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman, “Po 

Sandy.”  

 

Monday, 

October 

27, 2025 

Charles Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman, “The 

Conjurer's Revenge.”  

 

Wednesda

y, October 

29, 2025 

Charles Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman, 

“Dave’s Neckliss.” 

 

Friday, 

October 

31, 2025 

Harlem Renaissance and the New Negro 

 

READ: Alain Locke, from The New Negro: An 

Interpretation 

 

Carl Van Vechten Portraits 

Close Reading Essay 
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Monday, 

November 

03, 2025 

The Nation 

 

READ: George S. Schuyler, “The Negro Art 

Hokum” & Langston Hughes, “The Negro 

Artist and the Racial Mountain.”  

 

Aaron Douglas Artwork 

 

 

 

Wednesda

y, 

November 

05, 2025 

The Crisis 

 

W.E.B. Du Bois, "Criteria of Negro Art" 

  

 

Friday, 

November 

07, 2025 

Fire!! 

 

Read portions of FIRE!! And from Langston 

Hughes, The Big Sea  

 

 

 

Monday, 

November 

10, 2025 

Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were 

Watching God  

 

Wednesda

y, 

November 

12, 2025 

Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were 

Watching God  

 

Friday, 

November 

14, 2025 

Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were 

Watching God  

 

Monday, 

November 

17, 2025 

Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were 

Watching God  

 

Wednesda

y, 

November 

19, 2025 

Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were 

Watching God  
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Friday, 

November 

21, 2025 

Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were 

Watching God  

 

Monday, 

November 

24, 2025 

Work Day 

 

Essay Due 

Wednesda

y, 

November 

26, 2025 No Class 

 

Friday, 

November 

27, 2025 No Class 

 

Monday, 

December 

1, 2025 Essay Conference w/ Dr. Taylor 

 

Wednesda

y, 

December 

3, 2025 Essay Conference w/ Dr. Taylor 

 

Friday, 

December 

5, 2025 Essay Conference w/ Dr. Taylor 

 

Monday, 

December 

8, 2025 Modern Forms of Print 

 

Thursday, 

December 

11, 2025 

Day of Sharing/Reflection  

 

2:15 PM - 4:15 PM 

 

 

Reflective Essay 
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