ENG 310-3: Introduction to Screenwriting
Spring 2026			 CLASS: M/W 5:00- 6:15
 									Robert Bell 284
Rani Deighe Crowe
English Department, 
Ball State University, 
Muncie, IN  
Email and Office Hours available on Canvas                                                                               

Prerequisite: English 285
  
Course Description:  Introduction to screenwriting for television, film, or new media, with practice in writing and critique. 

Course Objectives: To introduce students to the art of writing scripts for television, film, or stage, to key issues involved in this discipline, and to basic terminology and techniques of the script writer’s craft. 

By the completion of this course, students will be able to:
• Identify basic vocabulary and literary terms associated with reading, writing, and thinking about script writing. 
• Identify and evaluate the effectiveness of the various craft techniques relevant to script writing in both revising their own work and critiquing their peers’ work.   
• Utilize those craft techniques to produce original scripts with a clear beginning, middle, and end.  
• Analyze a wide variety of contemporary, diverse script writing using their knowledge of vocabulary, literary terms, and craft techniques. 
• Demonstrate sensitivity to diversity and inclusivity by avoiding stereotypes and misrepresentation in original work and critiques.

Course Modality:
This class meets in person twice weekly with weekly reading and writing assignments, and long-term projects.
This class may have limited class meeting time substitutions of one on one mentor conferencing and or online asynchronous class assignments.










Course Materials:

Texts (required): Screenplay: Writing the Picture by Robin U. Russin and William Missouri Downs 
The 2nd edition should be available at the bookstore, or you can find it online from $6-$25. You are expected to obtain this text.
Additional text excerpts posted on Canvas.

Texts (recommended): The Hollywood Standard: The Complete and Authoritative Guide to Script Format and Style

TECHNOLOGY AND SOFTWARE
For best success in the class, you want a device for writing screenplays, accessing Canvas and email, and ability to watch links of short films and film clips. You will want a screenwriting program. Screenwriting Programs keep changing. Some screenwriting programs include: Celtx, Writer Duet, Trelby, Highlander, Arc Studio, Final Draft….  You are welcome to use the program that best suits your budget and computer set up. Some are free, some are online, some are downloads. Some are compatible with PCs or MACs.

Course Assignments and Assessments:
Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.

GRADING
Canvas Points: I use points system to grade in Canvas, so assignments count up to a final point score of 100. 

Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.

Required Assignments:
Storycorps Script 15 points
Fix the Bad Screenplay Final 15 points
Screenplay Pitch 20 points
Peer Coverage 10 points
Final Portfolio 40 points
· Final revised short film screenplay
· Logline, Outline, and treatment
· Self- Coverage of screenplay
· Self Reflections of class



Final grades are assigned as follows:  
A   =   93.00 – 100 %	B+ =  87.00 – 89.99 %	C+  =  77.00 – 79.99 %	
A-  =   90.00 – 92.99 %	B   =  83.00 – 86.99 %	B-  =  80.00 – 82.99 %
C-   =  70.00 – 72.99 %	D-   =   60.00 – 62.99 %	C    =  73.00 – 76.99 %
D    =   63.00 – 66.99 % 	D+  =   67.00 – 69.99 % 	F  =        0.00 – 59.99 %


Course Expectations

Writing Expectations
All writings in this class are expected to be works in progress. A screenplay, even a short one, requires much revision, collaboration, and adapting to the logistics and circumstances of production. A screenplay is not finished until the film is finished. The screenplay itself isn't the thing. The film is the thing. The screenplay is a guide to making the thing. Screenplays are rarely read outside of people with a special interest in screenwriting and film.  I encourage you to let expectations of perfection go, both in yourself and others. This class is about process, not product. This means we have to be willing to make and share work that is bad before it gets better. 
Exercises are given points for effort and used in class to help us all improve our formatting and technique. Risks and failure and experimentation are welcome. The final portfolio will be "graded". The grade includes points for completion and improvement. The portfolio includes your own reflections and coverage to help define your own goals and articulate where you are in the process.
Screenwriting is collaborative and meant to be read aloud and built and filmed. When possible, we will read screenplays aloud. I encourage you to ask friends and actors and family and anyone you know to help you read your screenplays aloud so you can hear them.
Workshop and Critique Procedures
Students will sign up for workshop dates. A Workshop signup sheet is available on Canvas. Click on Edit. Then add your name to an available slot and save it.  Then check back to make sure it accepted your sign in. You will be expected to have your screenplay ready and posted in for workshop for this date. Earlier dates give you more time to revise (remember part of your final portfolio grade is based on improvement). Later dates give you more time to figure out the first draft, but leave you little time to revise.
Your draft is due by 5pm the night before your workshop. Please post the PDF of your draft along with 3-5 questions you have for your workshop. (Examples: Does the character's intention come through? I hate my title, anybody have other ideas? Did I format the montage correctly?  How did you feel about the love interest? Was my character a stereotype or did they feel realistic?) Students should read their classmates screenplays, fill out a Peer Coverage Sheet, and post it as a reply to the posted screenplay by the workshop. If you cannot attend a workshop for some reason, please write a thorough peer coverage for your classmate with your response and questions. Peer Coverage is worth 10% of your final grade.
Our goals when workshopping are to let the writer know what we are getting from the draft so the writer can know if their brilliant film is clear on the page. We want to help the writer understand what is coming across the page. We want to help them clarify their goals for their script by answering their questions and asking them questions.
We want to remember all works are in progress. We want to try to avoid giving qualitative feed back (that's good or bad, I like or don't like) and serve the writer's goals and vision regardless of our personal taste.
Content Note
I do not censor students’ work. I will point out if something in work may be offensive to some people to help the writer understand the effect and impact of their work, and students will be able to accept responsibility for what their work says.

I encourage students to have agency to take care of their own selves. If students feel the need to remove themselves from certain content due to personal reasons, you may do so. Limited Extra Credit is available for students who need to make up points.

Additionally, I show a lot of short films and film clips. There is a range of subject matter and language and emotion.  I encourage you to engage with challenging material and discussion but permit you to excuse yourself to the hall if you need to do so during a particular screening.

Course Participation Expectations
*Students should be prepared to complete weekly modules of class lectures, readings, viewings, response journals, discussions, and writing exercises before the start of class the following week.

*Students should be prepared to contribute to class discussion and workshops, share work, and read aloud in class. 

*Students are responsible for regularly checking email and course announcements, and making appointments for conferences with Professor to discuss issues with their work.

Feedback Policy
· I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during week days (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend.
· I will read every discussion post but I will not always personally comment on posts.
· I will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 5 school days of timely submission.
· Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class.

Engagement Expectations
To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:
· Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
· Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.
· Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.
· Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.
· Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work without permission.
· Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep feedback constructive.

COURSE POLICIES 
Attendance
You are allowed up to 3 absences, excused or unexcused. Beyond 3 absences, each unexcused absence (as per university guidelines- 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies) will deduct 3% from final grade (this is close to a half letter grade). Limited Extra Credit is available. 

Deadlines
Work should be turned in by the due date. Due dates usually fall before the class period where we will be discussing and sharing our work in class. Requests for extensions should be made before the deadline. Anything handed in late may be penalized up to one letter grade for every period it is late.

Respect
In my class, I ask that we all make the effort to call each other by each other’s preferences. Please let me know if you have a preference, you want me to use.

AI Statement
My class is designed to help you acquire writing skills and practice them and improve. While AI may one day be a regular integrated part of writing as a career in the near future, use of AI in my class will defeat the purpose in most cases. Please do not use AI for assignments in my class, unless you have a specific reason for incorporating or testing AI related to the assignment, in which case you must request permission and justify your use in advance, and credit AI as part of your source in the final project.
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty
All work must be your own and original for this class. (You may not reuse any papers or essays you have used for another class without justification and permission from the professor.) Please see the BSU Student Handbook for University policies on plagiarism and academic dishonesty- tps://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/vice%20provost/files/student%20services/academic%20integrity/student%20academic%20ethics%20policy%20final.pdf?la=en&hash=E3D2FDC06E9EA61AF93F9B3B0427AEA32E651A76

Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression: https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
 the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage: https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge: https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
Freedom of Expression and Inclusiveness Complaint
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/say-something#accordion_freedomofexpressionandinclusivenesscomplaint

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.]

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.


Student Resources

Resources for Writers and Students
 FOLLOW #BSUENGLISH: The English department maintains an active online community and offers a variety of resources. Check out the department blog at https://blogs.bsu.edu/english/, subscribe to our calendar, and follow us on Twitter and Facebook. You’ll never miss a thing.
 
The Writing Center One key to improving your writing is getting feedback and revision suggestions on your text during the writing process. The Writing Center at Ball State offers free writing feedback sessions (online or face-to-face) to all students on essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. You can make an appointment by going to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter, stopping by Robert Bell 295, or by calling 765-285-8370.

The Digital Writing Studio (DWS), located in room 116 on the first floor of Robert Bell, provides a working and tutoring space where students (individually or in groups)
1. have access to and can learn how to use digital composing tools, and/or
2. can receive feedback on digital work in progress.
 The DWS can help students understand better and work to complete a variety of digital and multimodal projects, such as (but certainty not limited to) constructing a website, producing a video, developing a digital portfolio, creating a blog, leveraging social media, organizing an informational campaign, designing an infographic and other documents, selecting and editing images, crafting a presentation, and writing and producing a podcast.  The DWS is equipped with five workstations that house digital composing tools such as Photoshop, InDesign, MovieMaker, iMovie, and more.
In the spring of 2018, the DWS will be open from 11-2 Monday through Friday.  Students can drop by during open hours, or they can make an appointment by going to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter.

UTS Tech Center at Bracken Library 101: Provides help with technology www.bsu.edu/helpdesk

 
The Learning Center:
The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills tutoring.  Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments.  
Students can begin making appointments on Thursday, August 25, 2022.  Tutoring will begin on Monday, August 29, 2022.  
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.  You can also download the Navigate Student app.
The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, chemistry, and physics.  Check our website for more information.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses.  If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu.  Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: BallStateLC

Career Center: Ball State’s Career Center is eager to help you think about your future. Their services include individual Career Coaching, drop-in résumé reviews, assistance researching potential careers and internships, and referrals to campus and off-campus jobs. They can tell you more about grad school, job fairs, interviews, and lots more. The English department’s designated Career Coach is Eilis Wasserman, ewasserman@bsu.edu, Lucina Hall 219. You can set up an appointment with her through Cardinal Career Link. Also remember that the English department hosts a career series on the last Tuesday of every month.


Multicultural center 
Here's the link to the Multicultural Center: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center 
 
Counseling Center 
Here's the link to the Counseling Center: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counseling-center (Links to an external site.) 
This website https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counseling-center/resources/self-help (Links to an external site.) has lots of support, including: 
· Well-Track app: https://bsu.welltrack.com/ (Links to an external site.) 
· Videos: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxco8KeCwASbs-nSDwVYIfA/videos (Links to an external site.) 
· A resource and relaxation room 
NOTE: If you in immediate danger, call 911 or other resource, such  
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. 800-273-8255. Available 24 hours. Languages: English, Spanish.  

Basic Needs Hub 
The Basic Needs Hub is a virtual center for on and off-campus resources available to students experiencing basic needs insecurity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub 
 
Cardinal Kitchen 
Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University's campus food pantry. The pantry is located in the lower level of the Student Center, Room L-27 and is available for use to all undergraduate and graduate students. 
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/student-life/programs-services/service-opportunities/cardinal-kitchen 
 
Cardinal Closet 
Cardinal closet is a one-stop-shop for all professional attire needs. Student Action Team, part of Housing and Residence Life, provides an array of free clothing for students who are in need. Cardinal Closet is available through appointment and open hours.  
Here's the link: https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/events/administrative/housing-and-residence-life/2021/11/cardinal-closet-open-hours?date=2021-11-22 
 
Library Reference Desk: http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/libraries
CAREER COMPETENCIES and SKILLS INFUSION 
This class has gone through the skills infusion process. Assignments and course objectives have been matched and aligned with Career Competencies. These are competencies companies look for in employees. Awareness of these competencies and their alignment with your class work and objectives will aid you in communicating your value, skills, and experience in the job search process. For further career and job applications, take advantage of Ball State’s Career Center and opportunities through The Compass Advantage https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/csh/compass-advantage.

Course Schedule:  To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions. 


Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

