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Fiction Writing  
ENG 307-1 
CRN 13981 

Course Meeting Information: 

Name of Course: Fiction Writing   Course Number: ENG 307 

Class Days/Times: MWF, 12:00-12:50PM  Location: Robert Bell 450 

Format: Face-to-Face     Credit Hours: 3 

Instructor Information 

Danielle Curry (she/her)     Email: danielle.curry@bsu.edu  

English Department      Phone: 765-285-8380 (*email is preferred) 

Ball State University, Muncie, IN    Office: Robert Bell 281 

Office Hours:   MWF: 1:00-1:50PM On-Campus 

T: 10:00-11:00AM via Zoom

Course Information 

Course Description: Intensive study of fiction, with practice in writing and critique. 

Prerequisites: ENG 285 

Course Objectives: By the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify basic vocabulary and literary terms associated with reading, writing, and thinking 

about fiction writing. 

• Identify and evaluate the effectiveness of the various craft techniques relevant to fiction 

writing in both revising their own work and critiquing their peers’ work. 

• Utilize those craft techniques to produce original works of fiction with a clear beginning, 

middle, and end. 

• Analyze a wide variety of contemporary, diverse fiction writing using their knowledge of 

vocabulary, literary terms, and craft techniques. 

• Demonstrate sensitivity to diversity and inclusivity by avoiding stereotypes and 

misrepresentation in original work and critiques. 

 
Course Modality/Structure: Course content will be delivered face-to-face, three times a week as listed 

at the top of the course syllabus. Canvas will be used as a central point of communication and to 

supplement the in-class work. Content in Canvas will be broken into weekly modules that match the 

course calendar where assignments will be posted. All course work, unless otherwise stated will be 

submitted via Canvas on the day, date, and time provided to students via Canvas. Modules will run 

Monday-Sunday. 

 

https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2025-2026/undergraduate-catalog/courses/eng-english/200/eng-285
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Course Materials 

Students will need to purchase the following textbook for our semester together: 

1. Michael Kardos,The Art and Craft of Fiction: A Writer’s Guide, Second Edition ISBN:978-1-

319-03042-12. 

2. Other Required Readings Assigned will be available on Canvas as PDF files or as weblinks 

3. A designated writing notebook for in-class exercises  

Course Grading & Grading Policies 

Grading Scale: Students will be graded on a thousand-point scale for the course. Students at any point in 

the semester should be able to compute their grade by dividing the total points earned by the total points 

possible of graded assignments. 

Letter Grade Percentage  Point Totals 

A 93-100% 930 - 1000 

 A- 90-92% 900 - 929 

  B+ 87-89% 870 - 899 

B 83-86% 830 - 869 

 B- 80-82% 800 - 829 

  C+ 77-79% 770 -799 

C 73-76% 730 - 769 

 C- 70-72% 700 - 729 

  D+ 67-69% 670 - 699 

D 63-66% 630 - 669 

D- 60-62% 600 – 629 

F 59% or less Below 600 

 

Grading Breakdown: Students will be graded on the following Categories 

Category Point Totals 

Craft/Reading Quizzes (10 @ 15 pts) 150 

Participation 

- Workshop Participation (150 

pts) 

- In-Class Discussions (50 pts) 

- Writer Event Reflection (50 

pts) 

250 

Writing Journal 100 

Workshop Critiques 200 

Revision Manuscript & Reflection 300 

TOTAL 1000 

 



ENG 307 | Fall 2025 

 3 

Note: Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading 

criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed 
and on track. 

 

Reading Quizzes: Throughout the semester students will take 10 quizzes based on craft application and 

course readings for the class period. If you read the work, you should be okay. Remember though that you 

will need to be an active reader and take notes as you read to understand and engage with the text. These 

quizzes will be given in the first 10 minutes of class via Canvas. After the 10 minutes are up, the 

submission portal will close. 

Participation: Our goal this semester is to create a community of writers and help one another grow in 

our understanding of fiction writing, therefore, daily participation is required. Participation activities will 

include in-class discussions, workshop participation, and a writer event reflection. More guidelines will 

be provided in the grading policy document in Canvas. 

▪ In-Class Workshop: According to Charles Baxter, “The workshop is an opportunity not merely 

to receive responses but also to give it—a sustained practicum in criticism.” Workshop requires 

creating an open dialogue discussing student work in order to provide constructive feedback for 

help with revision and to create community among writers. With that in mind, speaking up during 

workshop days are a crucial part of creating community among other writers. Students will have 

time to review the drafts ahead of time and prepare comments for the workshop. During 

workshop, I expect active discussions. Students who miss workshop and whose absence does not 

fall under the excused absence category as defined by the college, will forfeit their participation 

points for workshop days as well as their workshop time. (See Attendance Policy) 

 

▪ In-Class Discussions: Outside of workshop days, students will need to come to class prepared to 

discuss the readings and work. Students will receive on average 5 points per week for their 

active in-class participation and engagement. Students will have the option of actively engaging 

in the discussion or in real-time posting in the weekly discussion board during the class meeting. 

At the end of the week, the discussion board postings will close for credit. 

 

▪ Campus Writer Event Reflection: Students must attend one scheduled campus writing event as 

listed on the course calendar and write a one-page reflection on the writing life and what they 

learned from the event. An assignment sheet will be provided with more directions, and a grading 

rubric will be provided. Students who have extenuating circumstances & cannot attend the event 

must notify Pr. Curry 48 hours in advance for an alternate assignment. 

 

Writing Journal: Students are asked to keep a writing journal where they will complete story sketches 

from writing prompts in-class, from the course textbook, or independently when an idea hits you that you 

must write down. Students will turn in their writing journal 2 times over the course of the semester. Each 

submission will contain 10 journal entries for a total of 20 entries at the end of the semester. 

You can use this notebook for notes in-class as well. The goal is to create a habit of writing in the journal 

and to focus in on craft-based exercises. More guidelines will be provided in Canvas. 

Workshop Critiques: During workshop, students will be required to read and annotate the work of their 

classmates, as well as write a critique letter for each peers’ draft using the terminology of craft studied 

during the first half of the semester. Students will only have a portion of their critiques graded which will 

be dependent on the number of students in the course. I will choose the critiques at random to grade. 

More details will be provided closer to workshop time. 

Revision Manuscript & Reflection: This will essentially be your final for the course. From day one of 

the class, you should begin planning a creative project to draft, workshop, and revise over the duration of 
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our time together. So: get started. You can expand on anything we do in class or come up with an idea of 

your own. If you turn in your first draft late, your Final Story Revision will lose 5 points for every 

calendar day the first draft is late. I will not accept the final story revision & reflection late. 

 

Note on Manuscript Content: In this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers.  

1. Please avoid bringing in material or writing about topics you are not prepared to subject to public 

scrutiny.  

2. You are free to write about almost any topic; however, please do not write about any material that 

can be seen as threatening to other members of the class, or anything that can be construed as 

harassment, will not be accepted. Finally, please note that I am a mandatory reporter (see Title 

IX policy).  

3. All written work MUST be grounded in realism as this will help you in developing your 

understanding of craft that you can later branch out and apply to the style of writing you like to 

do best. you may not submit works of formula (genre) fiction, fanfiction, and fiction intended for 

children. Fiction intended for children engages a different skill set than fiction for adults, though 

unique, original fiction intended for young adults is fine. 

Course Policies 

Attendance: This is not a class to miss as it is student-driven and will rely on student’s active 

participation in both in-class discussions and in workshop environments. Students have five “unexcused” 

absences in the course. After students exceed their unexcused absences, the student’s final grade for the 

course will be assessed a penalty of 5% (50 pts) at the end of the semester in addition to any portions of 

the participation grade as outlined in the course grading policies. Excused absences include disability 

accommodations, pregnancy, hospitalization or medical leave, bereavement leave, religious observance, 

jury duty or court witness leave, military leave, and Ball State approved events. Contact me prior missing 

to avoid an unexcused absence.  

Missed and Late Work Assignment Policy: All coursework is due via Canvas on the due date indicated 

on the course calendar. If you have an extenuating circumstance that will make it impossible for you to 

submit your assignment on time, please contact me before the assignment deadline and alternate 

arrangements can potentially be arranged. Please note missed work may only be made up if you contact 

me. 

Communication Expectations: I value communication with my students as I see communication as a 

key component to student success. If you need to meet with me outside of class, please utilize my office 

hours as listed on the course syllabus or schedule an appointment with at least 24-hour notice. I strive to 

respond to all emails within 24 hours Monday-Friday (8:00AM-4:00PM) during business hours. To ensure 

student success, students should strive to keep an open line of communication with me throughout the 

semester. Students should reach out when they have questions and come to class prepared. 

Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please 

contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students 

with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be 

provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu 

Engagement Expectations: All students should demonstrate respect for one another, for this class, and 

for the rules of the University. You are free to speak (and write) your mind in this class, so long as what 

you say doesn’t personally attack your fellow students. To support a respectful and engaging academic 

community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground 

rules: 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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• Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs. 

• Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on 

exploring ideas critically and constructively. 

• Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak. 

• Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.  

• Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work 

without permission. 

• Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep 

feedback constructive. 

 

Trigger Warnings: The readings I assign and/or that your classmates may submit for critique may deal 

with difficult and triggering subject matter. If I think a piece may contain something disturbing, I’ll do my 

best to provide a general warning. Remember that I can’t possibly know everything that might be 

upsetting to you. I’m willing to exempt you from the reading, work, or discussion of a text that makes you 

uncomfortable, but only if you have an accommodation on file through disability services. 

 

Plagiarism Policy All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in 

accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. Plagiarism comes in many 

forms including but not limited to the following  

o Direct plagiarism: Taking another person’s ideas word for word without giving proper citation.  

o Self-plagiarism: Submitting your own previous work as part of a current assignment without 

permission.  

o Mosaic plagiarism (aka patchwriting): Quoting another’s work without quotation marks or 

replacing words in another’s work with synonyms while maintaining the same overall structure 

and meaning.  

o AI plagiarism: Using ideas, words, or phrases generated by artificial intelligence (see AI policy 

for more information about generative AI usage in the class) 

o Accidental plagiarism: Forgetting to cite sources, misquoting sources, or paraphrasing sources 

without giving credit where credit is due.  

 

For the purpose of this course, plagiarism—any type as defined above--on any assignment will result in 

disciplinary action on a case-by-case basis Plagiarism in this course, will result in failure of the 

assignment, failure of the class, or suspension or expulsion from the institution. 

Generative AI Usage Policy: You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other 

generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. Generative AI 

platforms, like Chat GPT are tools that writers rely on in some situations, but it is important to note that 

these generative AI tools may often present misleading and/or inaccurate information as the systems work 

on observed patterns extracted from data input into these platforms. Not to mention there are many ethical 

questions we can ask about these systems. If you are concerned about what programs could fall under this 

policy, please come speak with me prior to using them. 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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University Policies and Statements 

University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 

welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and 

among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course 

adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as 

soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with 

disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 

or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that 

values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members 

of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, 

courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and 

opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the 

resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

 

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment 

for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual 

assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The 

University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please 

visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu. 

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any 

information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class 

discussions, assignments, office hours, or conversations outside of class. 

Course Calendar & Major Projects Link 
The course calendar is flexible and tentative and covers mainly the readings and major assignments. To 

help keep everyone on track, I have linked the course calendar in Canvas to keep you updated when 

changes occur.  

Subject to Change Statement: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and 

schedule and will notify students as soon as possible of any changes. 

Please note that you are to have completed the readings prior to showing up for class for the date listed. 

Week Day Date Course Topics & Major Readings Major Assignments 

1 M 8/18/25 Course Overview & Introductions 
 

W 8/20/25 PDF: "Why I Write" Terry Tempest 

Williams; PDF "Where I'm From" by George 

Ella Lyon 

 

F 8/22/25 What Makes a "Good" Short Story? 
 

2 M 8/25/25 AC: Ch. 2, pp. 12-27; PDF: "Butterfly on F 

Street" 

Quiz #1 

W 8/27/25 PDF: "Yours" by Mary Robison 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsu.edu%2Ftitleix&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C3e27e282d3d045196c2208dd1e0a432d%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638699751619697543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FTL6KqSSCftai523WzLvKtAL9f%2Bx056vfUwcV1oa7Ms%3D&reserved=0
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
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Week Day Date Course Topics & Major Readings Major Assignments 

F 8/29/25 AC: Ch. 5, pp. 72-95; AC: Midnight, 

Liccorice, Shadow" by Hagenston pp. 233-

244 

Quiz #2 

3 M 9/1/25 No Class Labor Day 
 

W 9/3/25 PDF: "Emergency" by Denis Johnson 
 

F 9/5/25 PDF: Handout on Scenes from Movies Quiz #3 

4 M 9/8/25 AC: Ch. 4, pp. 45-71; AC "Bullet in the 

Brain" by Wolff, pp. 372-377 

Quiz #4 

W 9/10/25 PDF: "Brownies" by Packer 
 

F 9/12/25 PDF: "Place" by Dorothy Allison; PDF "The 

Rope Swing" by Corcoran 

Quiz #5 

5 M 9/15/25 Character Development & The Danger of a 

Single Story 

 

W 9/17/25 POV:; PDF: "Lust" by Minot 
 

F 9/19/25 PDF: "Diem Perdidi" by Otsuka Quiz #6 

6 M 9/22/25 AC: Ch. 6, pp. 96-117; PDF: "How Far She 

Went" by Mary Hood 

 

W 9/24/25 AC: "Magic Words" by McCorkle, pp. 269-

285 

Quiz #7 

F 9/26/25 In-Class Writing Day 
 

7 M 9/29/25 AC: Ch. 3, pp. 28-44 First Submission of Writing 

Journals 

W 10/1/25 AC: Ch. 8, pp. 133-147; AC: "Indulgence" by 

Perabo pp. 336-348 

Quiz #8 

F 10/3/25 In-Class Writing Day 
 

8 M 10/6/25 No Class - Fall Break 
 

W 10/8/25 Working on Story Titles & Naming in Fiction 
 

F 10/10/25 Mock-Workshop Day Workshop Students 1-6 Short 

Stories Due 

9 M 10/13/25 Workshop Students 1 & 2 Critiques for Students 1 & 2 

W 10/15/25 Workshop Students 3 & 4 Critiques for Students 3 & 4 

F 10/17/25 Workshop Students 5 & 6 Workshop Students 7-12 Short 

Stories Due; Critiques for 

Students 5 & 6  

10 M 10/20/25 Workshop Students 7 & 8 Critiques for Students 7 & 8 

W 10/22/25 Workshop Students 9 &10 Critiques for Students 9 & 10 

F 10/24/25 Workshop Students 11 & 12 Workshop Students 13-18 Short 

Stories Due; Critiques for 

Students 11 & 12 

11 M 10/27/25 Workshop Students 13 & 14 Critiques for Students 13 & 14 

W 10/29/25 Workshop Students 15 & 16 Critiques for Students 15 & 16 

F 10/31/25 Workshop Students 17 & 18 Workshop Students 19-20 Short 

Stories Due; Critiques for 

Students 17 & 18 
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Week Day Date Course Topics & Major Readings Major Assignments 

12 M 11/3/25 No Class - Instead, students will Christina 

Diaz Gonzalez “Writing for Young People,” 

Pittenger Student Center Ballroom at 7:30 

p.m 

 

W 11/5/25 Workshop Students 19 & 20 Critiques for Students 19 & 20 

F 11/7/25 "I Have a Draft, Now What?" Writing Event Reflection Due 

13 M 11/10/25 AC Ch. 7, pp.118-132; PDF "Silverwater" by 

Amy Bloom 

Quiz #9 

W 11/12/25 PDF: "A Temporary Matter" by Lahiri 
 

F 11/14/25 AC Ch. 9, pp.148-162 Quiz #10 

14 M 11/17/25 AC Ch. 10, pp.163-173; Review Final 

Revision Project 

 

W 11/19/25 In-Class Revision Activity 
 

F 11/21/25 In-Class Revision Activity Continued 
 

15 M 11/24/25 No Class: Conferences on Manuscripts & 

Revisions 

Second Submission Writing 

Journals 

W 11/26/25 No Class - Thanksgiving Recess 
 

F 11/28/25 No Class - Thanksgiving Recess 
 

16 M 12/1/25 In-Class Reading 
 

W 12/3/25 In-Class Reading 
 

F 12/5/25 In-Class Reading; Course Wrap-Up 
 

17 M 12/8/25 No Class - Conferences on Final Revisions 
 

W 12/10/25 

(FINALS) 

Reflective Essay Due & Final Revised Short 

Story – Submission is due no later than 

2:00PM 
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