ENGLISH 104: Composing Research
Instructor Information
Dr. Shaun Morgan
Department of English, Writing Program
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
Office: Robert Bell 276 (I’m not on campus during the summer term.)
Phone: 765-285-4263
Email: shaun.morgan@bsu.edu (This is the best way to reach me outside of class.)
Office Hours: By appointment via Zoom (https://bsu.zoom.us/j/96465711195Links to an external site.) 
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Course Information
Course Description: Applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process: methods of research; the rhetorical nature of research; elements, strategies, and conventions common to research writing, including multi-modal presentations of new knowledge.
Prerequisites: English 101 and 102; or ENG 103; or appropriate placement
Course Goals
· Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary and secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately.
· Align research questions with appropriate research methods
· Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and complete a research project.
· Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and persuasive to the intended audience.
· Use the university research library to forward their research agenda.
· Engage in collaborative research.
· Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a stylistically sophisticated manner.
· Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways.
· Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects.
A Note on Summer Online Course Modality
This is a fully online, asynchronous course conducted during the 10-week full summer term. This means a couple of things:
· It is a full 3-credit course equal to those conducted during the fall and spring semesters. We will be completing the same work that those courses complete, but instead of taking 16-weeks, we will do so in only 10 weeks.
· As an online class, all of our work will be completed via Canvas. This will include readings, slideshows, videos, discussion boards, and other assignments and activities all completed and submitted through Canvas.
· It is an asynchronous class. This means that you will be able to complete assignments and activities on your own schedule (though you will have due dates) and will not be expected to attend class sessions at any particular time.
· While the course is asynchronous, it is NOT self-paced. You will be able to advance through some parts of the modules at your own pace, but the course as a whole is designed to accommodate the scale of the work we have to do. As such, the Major Projects will be spread out over the entire course of the 10-week summer term and will not be available for early submission.
Course Materials
Ball Point 104 (paid for by student fees): https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint2

Password: chirp104.
Other readings posted in Canvas site
Assignments and Grading
Major Projects (80%): We will complete four major projects over the course of the term. Each project will be the result of a drafting and revision process that develops specific rhetorical and research skills. Below are brief descriptions of these projects. More detailed descriptions and instructions will be available on our Canvas page.
· Major Project #1 – Annotated Bibliography (20%): An annotated bibliography is a list of sources on a topic that includes brief annotations (targeted summaries) of each source. You will need a bibliography consisting of 10-12 sources with annotations, at least 6 of those sources should be scholarly. Each annotation should be include a paraphrased thesis (or topic statement in the case of reference sources), three key quotations from the source, and 2-3 sentences that assess the source's credibility and the stakes of its argument.
· Major Project #2 – Research Paper Proposal (15%): Proposals are among the most common types of documents. They offer evidence that a project is viable. Your proposal will be 3-4 pages in length and state your research topic, research question, outline the major issues addressed in the sources in the sources as a whole, identify the stakeholders and audience for the argument, and a plan for completing the research paper including a timeline.
· Major Project #3 – Research Paper (30%): A paper of 8-12 double-spaced pages that makes an argument to a specific interested party audience and which responds to the sources and issues identified in the Annotated Bibliography and Proposal.
· Major Project #4 – Research Dissemination and Public Argument (15%): In a genre other than a research paper – such as a video, a podcast, a poster presentation, a pamphlet, etc. – that employs visual or aural modes (in addition to linguistic) you will disseminate your research and “present” the argument from Major Project #3 to a public stakeholder audience of your choosing. This assignment will consist of the multi-modal “text” you produce and a 3-4 page rhetorical reflection that identifies and defends your rhetorical choices in that “text.”
Course Participation and Writing Process Assignments (20%): In addition to the four major projects for the semester, you will also complete a number of minor assignments which will constitute your participation in the course. For the most part, these assignments will be designed to facilitate the development of the major projects and course engagement. Such assignments will be graded on a completion basis. These will include:
· Course Engagement Assignments: These include assignments designed to familiarize students with the course as a whole or with university and departmental resources that will help students succeed in the course. They may also include responses to readings and/or class discussion boards.
· Drafting Assignments: Each of our projects will go through a process of planning, drafting, and revision. These may involve exercises, activities, and other assignments which ask you to think through your rhetorical decisions, make a plan for composing your project, and evaluate your composition process.
· Drafts and Peer Reviews: None of us are perfect writers. We can improve, though, through receiving feedback from others. In this class, you will participate in four peer review sessions on Canvas Discussion boards. You will be responsible for posting your draft by the first deadline, then submitting feedback to your classmate/s by the next deadline. You will not receive credit for a peer review without submitting a draft on time.
Course Weights and Grading Scale
	Assignment/Exam 
	Points/Percent 

	Major Project #1
	20%

	Major Project #2
	15%

	Major Project #3
	30%

	Major Project #4
	15%

	Course Participation and Writing Process Assignments
	20%



[In this table, the percentages are just placeholders. Feel free to adjust it according to your own grading scale.]
	Letter Grade
	Percentage Lower Bound

	A
	100-94%

	A-
	<94-90%

	B+
	<90-88%

	B
	<88-83%

	B-
	<83-80%

	C+
	<80-78%

	C
	<78-73%

	C-
	<73-70%

	D+
	<70-68%

	D
	<68-63%

	D-
	<63-60%

	F
	<60%




Major Project Schedule

	Assignment/Exam 
	Due Date 

	  Major Project #1
	Sunday, May 31, 11:59 pm

	  Major Project #2 
	Sunday, June 14, 11:59 pm

	  Major Project #3 
	Sunday, July 5,
11:59 pm

	  Major Project #4
	Friday, July 17,
11:59 pm



Course Statements and Policies
Course Participation: This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular collaboration and communication. I recommend that you log into your course 3 to 4 times a week, check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class, and complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates. Regular participation with the course will increase the likelihood that you succeed in the course.
Course Engagement and Online Conduct: It is important for all of us to be invested in creating and sustaining an open, generous, and comfortable atmosphere for class discussions and peer work. Any form of disrespect or harassment will not be tolerated. Because students will choose their own research topics, it is possible we will discuss subjects that students may find difficult, so respect and sensitivity should be maintained. I know that some students may find different subjects difficult to discuss. Students will not be allowed to use the course platform to engage in bullying or harassment of others.
Communication: Please use email (not my office phone number) when trying to reach me. My email is shaun.morgan@bsu.edu. I do my best to respond within 24 hours during the weekday. If I miss your email, please feel free to resend your message and ask for a response.
Office Hours: One of the best resources available to you at Ball State are your instructors. I keep office hours during the summer by appointment via zoom (https://bsu.zoom.us/j/96465711195Links to an external site.), and I strongly encourage you to speak with me one-on-one to discuss grades, assignments, or other course related issues. I am happy to be available by appointment to meet with you.
Late Work – Major Assignments: You must submit all major assignments (Major Projects) in order to pass this course. Any student who fails to turn in all of the major assignments will receive an F for the course. Each Major Project will have a 48-hour no-questions-asked grace period built into the assignment. After the grace period has passed, assignments will be accepted for no more than one week after the original due date with a 10% penalty. Students wishing to submit an assignment after the grace period will need to contact the instructor to gain access to the assignment. Major Project #4 will not be accepted after the grace period because it is due at the end of our term.
Late Work – Course Participation and Writing Process Assignments: With the exception of Peer Review Drafts and Peer Reviews which must be completed within 48 hours of their assigned due dates, Course Participation and Writing Process assignments will have a due date and a grace period that extends to the end of the module in which they are assigned. There will be no opportunity to make up daily assignments or participation activities after we complete the module (the original due date for the module’s Major Project) in which they are due. The three lowest participation grades will be dropped at the end of the term.
University Policies
These are policies of the University, but they are also policies to which I am personally committed. So, I will do everything I can to make sure that we not only adhere to the letter of these policies but to their spirit as well.
Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Attendance
As an online, asynchronous class, there is no regular attendance. However, I do expect you to regularly log in to the course (3-4 times a week) and submit assignments by their assigned due dates. In order to confirm attendance in the course, students must complete at least one assignment by the end of the first week of the course or Sunday May 17, 2026 at 11:59 pm.  
Ball State Academic Ethics
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Plagiarism Policy
Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. 
Potential Violations
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else. 
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Fraudulent submission of work. 
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams. 
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you. 
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.

A.I. Policy
The use of A.I. (artificial intelligence) programs such as ChatGPT, Google’s Gemini, or Microsoft’s Co-Pilot to generate content or facilitate writing is both technically and ethically complex. To that end, we will have some assignments that allow us to engage with A.I., but the use of A.I. in any assignment will require proper formal citation as well as effective incorporation of A.I. generated material. If an assignment does not explicitly call for/allow for the use of A.I., students should consult with me before submitting any material generated by or based on an A.I. program and its responses to prompts. Students who submit such material without explicit prior permission (either from the assignment instructions or through prior consultation with me) will be considered to have violated the plagiarism policy and may be subject to penalties.
Student Support Services
These are some of the supports available to you as Ball State students that I think may be of most to you in this class. Please consider reaching out to these services (insert shameless plug for the Writing Center!) for the assistance they can offer.
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 
[bookmark: _Hlk228953165]Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  
Course Calendar
Week 1 (May 11-15) Complete Module: Getting to Know the Course; Begin Module 1: Major Project #1
Week 2 (May 18-22) Cont. Module 1
Week 3 (May 25-29) Memorial Day Holiday (No Assignments) Cont. Module 1; Major Project #1 Due Sunday May 1
Week 4 (June 1-5) Begin Module 2
Week 5 (June 8-12) Cont. Module 2; Major Project #2 Due Sunday June 14
Week 6 (June 15-19) Juneteenth Holiday (No Assignments) Begin Module 3
Week 7 (June 22-26) Cont. Module 3
Week 8 (June 29-July 3) July 4th Holiday (No Assignments) Cont. Module 3; Major Project #3 Due Sunday July 5
Week 9 (July 6-10) Begin Module 4
Week 10 (July 13-17) Cont. Module 4: Major Project #4 Due Friday July 17

