8/28/26, 10:19 AM Syllabus: CS.200.2.M.01.CLAS.202610.17475

Syllabus

Section and instructor Information

Section and Instructor Information (https://bsu.instructure.com/courses/190512/pages/section-and-

instructor-information),

Required Materials

Text

Title: Blown to Bits: Your Life, Liberty, and Happiness After the Digital Explosion, 2nd Edition
Author: Hal Abelson, Ken Ledeen, Harry Lewis, Wendy Seltzer

ISBN: 9780134850016

This can be downloaded for free (legally!) here & (http://www.bitsbook.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/9780137441075-Blown-to-Bits-2e.pdf)_

Course Description

Introduction to relationship between computers, the Internet, and the laws regulating them, including
the U.S. Constitution, intellectual property law, fair use, and privacy rights. Encryption technologies
and their application to privacy, authentication, and digital rights management are central to these
issues. Course includes significant reading and writing assignments.

Course Objectives

By the end of the course, students should be able to:
1. Identify, compare, and evaluate the differences between communication protocols, client
software, server software, and peer-to-peer software.
1. Identify, compare, and evaluate the technology, laws, and ethics of encryption.
1. Identify, compare, and evaluate the tradeoffs between digital rights management and fair use.

1. Identify, compare, and evaluate national and international laws regarding freedom of speech,
search and seizure, privacy, and intellectual property, including copyright, patent, and trademark
law, as they pertain to computing technology.

1. Identify, compare, and evaluate the conflicting arguments regarding the regulation of spectra,
devices, and the Internet.
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1. Formulate and defend, in written and oral communication, justified statements on the
appropriateness of current and future human action (behavior, law, research, etfc.) regarding
computing technology in society.

Topics Covered

¢ Privacy issues
e Hidden data
e Control of the Internet and Web, and data thereon

¢ Encryption

¢ Intellectual property
e Freedom of speech
+ Broadcast spectra
o Al

Coursework

The class is taught using a combination of lecture, class discussion, group assignments,

activities, and discussions.

We will spend most of our class time discussing issues and exploring different points of view.

Students are expected to come to class prepared, which includes having completed the readings and
group assignments pertaining to them. Please bring some kind of Internet device to class. A phone
is fine, but you may prefer a tablet or laptop. We will be doing online research almost every day.

During class, students may be questioned over the material, enter into discussions about the material
with other students, and work in small groups on activities and assignments related to the material.
Communication is an essential part of this course. You will be looking into interesting topics and
sharing them with your classmates.

Grades

The grading scale for the class is as follows:
Grade Scale

Letter grade Numeric grade
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A 100 - 90

B 89.00 - 80

C 79.99 - 70

D 69.99 - 60

F 59.99 or less

The weight of each assignment/exam is as follows:
Assignment weights

Assignment(s) Weight (% of final grade)
Discussion 20
Assignments, quizzes, activities 40
Midterm Exam 20
Final Exam / Project 20

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend every class in person. Assignments and exams may be posted
online but must be taken in person unless otherwise stated by the professor. If you will be absent for
a class, you must let the professor know ahead of time via email in order to coordinate. Unexcused
absences without extenuating circumstances will not be allowed to make up missed assignments or
exams. This is a discussion class, so in-person active participation in the classroom discussion is a
significant part of the course expectations.

You are responsible for your learning regardless of attendance. If you miss a class session, you
should consult with trusted classmates to ensure you have the appropriate notes.
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Expectations

While this is a computer science class, no particular knowledge of computer science or programming
is expected. We look forward to hearing from diverse backgrounds and different levels of technical
proficiency. While this is not a primarily technical class, we will not shy from a consumer-level
discussion of computer science principles as they come up. For example, the inherent properties of
binary notation are critical to understanding why computers can and cannot do certain things.

The nature of this course will lead to the discussion of controversial topics. We will not shy from
these discussions, but will focus on how respectful scholarly discussions can encourage deeper
understanding of sometimes difficult ideas. Please be prepared to participate fully in these
conversations in a respectful and thoughtful manner.

Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities

We will uphold the BSU Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities
(http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedures/studentcode)_. Of
particular interest for this course are the following sections:

¢ Section V: Code of Conduct
(http://lcms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedures/studentcode/vc

odeconduct)_
¢ Section VII: Student Academic Ethics Policy

(http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode

[VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx)_

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We
promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations
because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's
Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a
disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability
Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Attendance

Faculty are required to establish attendance policies for their courses and ensure that they
communicate these policies through their course syllabi. In some cases, faculty may be asked to
provide the last date of attendance for a student in association with financial aid requirement.
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Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines and follow those
guidelines. Course attendance policies must be consistent with University policy. The University has
a number of specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different
areas. Explore Ball State course attendance policies

(https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies)..

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity,
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community,
we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and
respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State
University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression , the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of
Expression webpage , and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge .

Title IX

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all
students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual
assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The
University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident,
please visit www.bsu.edultitleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at
titleix@bsu.edu. As your instructor, | am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required
to report any information | receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information
shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after | report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual
harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet
with the Title IX Coordinator,

- Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines,
course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices),
review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.

- If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following
University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy
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If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to
fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final
grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and
Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the

foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To
maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative
performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the
highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA's academic integrity website (Students tab)
for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent
academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights,
please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating),
presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records.
Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are
unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity
violations include but are not limited to:

- Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, Al tools, hidden notes,
and open books)

- Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero,
StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).

- Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class
notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors
(Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

- Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.

- Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.

- Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.

- Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
- Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.

- Soliciting others to complete work for you.
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Al Usage Policy

One of the key features of this course is investigation of ethical uses of artificial intelligence tools.

We will have at least one assignment that actually requires thoughtful use of such technologies.
However, there are also some exercises in the class that are about your own reflections about certain
concepts or applications of ethical computing. You will be expected to use judgement regarding
when it is and is not proper to use Al technologies in classwork, as this is one of the primary ethical
dilemmas students face today. In general, when we are looking for your own insight or evidence that
you have learned something, use of generative Al is not appropriate.
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