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EDFO 420: SOCIAL, HISTORICAL, PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION
 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL STUDIES

Course Number:	EDFO 420
Level:	Undergraduate		
Credit Hours:	3
Course Meets:	Online (Asynchronous)
Instructor Name:	Sara Lee
Office Location:	Virtual
Office Hours:	By appointment
E-mail address: 	sara.lee@bsu.edu



BSU MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the professional education program at Ball State University is to prepare engaged educational experts who are sensitive and responsive to the contextual bases of teaching, learning, and development. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is an advanced examination of education and the teaching profession. This includes a focus on becoming a responsible professional educator. With a focus on the historical, philosophical, and sociological aspects of education, the course leads students through a reflective critique of our current educational system and the society of which it is an essential part. The course will also consist of discussions regarding teacher organizations, teaching skills (or pedagogy) and curriculum from an ethical human rights framework to reflect upon why an individual may be committed to teaching as a profession. The course involves an analysis of major educational ideas and practices in the United States.

EXPECTATIONS
Engaged Preparation: Students are expected to engage deeply with assigned readings before class and bring critical questions, reflections, or discussion points.
Active Participation: Contribute thoughtfully to seminar discussions, debates, and collaborative activities, demonstrating respect for diverse perspectives.
Critical Thinking: Approach texts and concepts not only to understand but to critique, compare, and connect them to contemporary educational issues.
Scholarly Writing and Expression: Demonstrate the ability to communicate arguments clearly in both oral presentations and written assignments, grounded in evidence and theoretical frameworks.
Professional Disposition: Exhibit openness, intellectual curiosity, and ethical responsibility in all course interactions.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course adopts a sociological foundation to examine education within broader historical and philosophical contexts. Students explore diversity in the United States by analyzing how race, class, gender, immigration, culture, and power intersect within educational systems. Through engagement with multiple sociological and interdisciplinary theories, students encounter diverse perspectives on educational inequality and social structures. The course emphasizes reflection-based learning, equity-minded pedagogy, and guided inquiry, culminating in a mini research project in which students identify, analyze, and address a social or educational issue using multiple perspectives.

High-Impact Practice: Diverse Perspectives
This course is designated as a High-Impact Practice (HIP): Diverse Perspectives course. Through readings, discussion, and written work, students will:
Explain new or different perspectives gained through engagement with diverse cultures, communities, and ideas.
Draw conclusions by integrating examples, facts, and theories from multiple social, historical, and philosophical perspectives.
These outcomes are assessed through course assignments and in-class learning activities.

Required Texts and Readings
Required Purchase: Ballantine, J., Stuber, J., & Everitt, J. (2017). The Sociology of Education: A Systematic Analysis (8th ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003023715
Additional Readings: All other required readings will be provided through Canvas and will include open-access articles, historical documents and curated web-based resources.

Time Commitment
As a 3-credit asynchronous course, students should expect to spend approximately 9 or more hours per week engaging with course materials, discussions, and assignments.  Time will vary depending on the stage of the semester and each assignments.

Participation, Attendance, and Feedback 
Regular engagement is essential in an asynchronous course.  Weekly discussions and activities serve as indicators of participation.  Missing two weeks of engagement will prompt professor outreach to support course success.

The instructor strives to provide timely feedback and is available for questions or concerns about progress at any point in the semester.

Weekly Zoom Support Hour (Optional)
To support your learning and provide structured opportunities for connection, clarification, and feedback, the professor will hold a Zoom office hour throughout the semester.

This session is designed as an optional, drop-in support space aligned with the weekly module.  By Wednesday each week, you are expected to have:

· Completed the assigned readings and materials for the module, and
· Posted your initial discussion response(s) in Canvas.

The Zoom support hour is a time to:

· Ask questions about readings, concepts, or disciplinary literacy frameworks
· Seek clarification on weekly assignments or expectations
· Talk through ideas for applying disciplinary literacy strategies within your content area
· Receive guidance or formative feedback before submitting major work
· Connect theory from readings to classroom practice and field experiences

You may attend for the full hour or join for a shorter period, depending on your needs that week.  While attendance is not required, students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of this time, especially during weeks with more complex readings or applied assignments.

If you are unable to attend during the scheduled time but need support, you are always welcome to email the professor to arrange an alternative meeting time.


Course Structure and Learning Environment
Each assignment is a low-stakes, scaffolded activity designed to support progress toward the mini-research paper project.
Each module includes:

· Required readings, reading guides, and a quiz following the readings
· Guiding documents that scaffold each week’s assignments
· Applied tasks that prepare candidates for larger instructional and research-based assignments

Rather than requiring major summative products every week, the course uses smaller, low-stakes assignments and scaffolded research paper activities that build toward deeper synthesis in the mini-research project.

Late Assignment Policy

· All assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated.
· Assignments must be turned in on time.  If you cannot turn an assignment in on time, you must contact me before the assignment is due to ask for an extension.  Extensions will not always be granted (but they usually are).  For each day that an assignment is late without an extension, you will lose a letter grade on said assignment.

Assignment Submission Policy

· Please submit all assignments as Word documents and use APA style.
· You will submit all discussions and assignments on Canvas.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.]

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
Grading Scale
	Description
	Letter Grade
	GPA Scale
	Range

	Excellent
	A
	4.0
	90% - 100%

	Very Good
	B
	3.0
	80% - 89%

	Good
	C
	2.0
	70% - 79%

	Pass
	D
	1.0
	60% - 69%

	Fail
	F
	0
	<60%



GRADING
The grade a student receives in class will be determined as follows:

	Research Question
	20%

	Introduction
	20%

	Literature Review
	20%

	Methodology 
	20%

	Results and Conclusion 
	20%

	Total
	100%




Subject to Change – This syllabus is subject to change with advance notice. 
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