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COURSE OVERVIEW
Creative and play experiences are essential to the young child’s growth and development. Early childhood teachers must have the depth and breadth understanding of the importance of play, creativity for young children, and the multiple roles that adults assume in the education of young children. This course will give students a foundation for understanding the developmental processes, how children learn through play, and enhancing children’s creativity. It will also provide an opportunity to design physical and social/emotional learning environments as well as critically reflect on teaching beliefs and practice in relation to child development theory and personal experiences.  
COURSE/LEARNING OBJECTIVES
By the end of the semester, students in this course will understand the importance of play that promotes creativity, supportive and responsive teaching in children’s play, and environmental design to support children’s learning and development through play. In particular, we will accomplish the following learning goals:  
1. Recognize our own beliefs and experiences shaping our understanding/beliefs about play 
2. Define play and creativity 
3. Observe and analyze children’s play and the ways in which children’s creativity can be fostered 
4. Plan for supportive and responsive playful and creative learning environment and activities for children 
5. Understand how to sustain responsiveness to children’s creative playful learning 
 
To assist potential teachers to: 
1. Understand creativity and the creative process [InTASC 1, 4, 5, 8] [NAEYC 1, 3 & 4] 
2. Identify qualities of creativity and characteristics of creative persons [InTASC 1] [NAEYC 1 & 3] 
3. Become aware of criteria for a creative classroom environment for young children [InTASC 1, 4, 5, 8] [NAEYC 1, 3, 4 & 5] 
4. Learn strategies for helping young children develop their natural creative tendencies [InTASC 1, 4, 5, 8] [NAEYC 1, 3 & 4] 
5. Plan and implement creative art, music, language arts, and play experiences which are appropriate for young children [InTASC 1, 4, 5, 8] [NAEYC 1, 3, 4 & 5] 
6. Understand the value of play for young children’s physical, social, emotional, intellectual, and creative development [InTASC 1] [NAEYC 1] 
7. Become skilled in systematically observing the social and cognitive levels of children’s play [InTASC 5, 8] [NAEYC 3] 
REQUIRED TEXTS
1. These following required textbooks can be purchased or found on the reserve at the Bracken library, BSU. 
Bohart, H., Charner, K., & Koralek, D. (Ed.) (2015).  Spotlight on young children: Exploring Play.  Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children. 
Jones. E & Reynolds, G. (2011). The play’s the thing: Teachers’ roles in children’s play (2nd Ed). New York: Teacher’s College Press. 
2. Others required readings will be listed on Canvas or will be available as an e-book on the BSU library website. 
COURSE ASSIGNMENT
Below is a brief overview of the course assignments. Detailed guidelines and rubrics will be provided separately and will serve as part of the course syllabus. 
Semester-Long Play Project
A. Observations (Team-Based)
B. Observation Notes & Brief Reflection (Team-based)
C. Analysis of Teacher Interview (Team-Based)

D. CliftonStrengths Assessment

E. Reflections (Individual -based submissions)
F. Final Project – Designing Play Activities & Environments (Team-Based)
POLICIES
Attendance Policies 
This course adheres to the policies outlined in the BSU Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities. You are expected to:
· Attend every class session on time and stay for the entire duration.
· Participate fully in all in-class and fieldwork activities.
Attendance will be recorded at each class meeting. Please note that failure to attend class may affect your financial aid eligibility.
3) Responsibility for Missed Content
· You are responsible for obtaining any missed notes, materials, announcements, and assignment information from classmates or Canvas.
· The instructor will not re-teach or re-demonstrate material, activities, or instructions covered during your absence.
Participation
Being physically present in class does not automatically count as participation. This course is grounded in collaborative learning, and I am here to learn with and from you, just as you are here to engage with your peers and me. Your active and meaningful engagement in every class session is essential for both your individual growth and our collective learning community.
Technology 
Technology can support learning when used intentionally; however, inappropriate technology use can interfere with your own learning and the learning of your peers. Because this is a collaborative, discussion-based course, all students are expected to use technology in ways that support an engaged and respectful learning environment.
· Computers and tablets may be used for course-related purposes, such as taking notes, accessing assigned readings, or completing instructor-directed activities.
· Using devices for non-course-related activities (e.g., checking email, browsing social media, completing work for other courses, or other unrelated activities) is not permitted during class.
· Cell phones should be silenced and put away during class. Please use phones during breaks.
· Headphones and earbuds are not permitted during class unless they are part of an instructor-approved activity.
· If you have an emergency situation that requires you to monitor your phone, please notify me before class begins. If approved, keep your phone on silent or vibrate and use it in a way that does not disrupt the class.
Failure to follow technology expectations may affect your attendance/participation grade. Repeated or ongoing technology-related disruptions may require a meeting with the instructor to discuss expectations and strategies for maintaining engagement. As this is a collaborative learning community, your presence and active participation contribute to the learning experience of everyone in the class. Please make choices that support your own learning and the learning of your peers.

Student Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including AI tools)  
· Using a generative AI system or a person to complete academic assignments such as response papers, discussion posts, essays, or any other assignment when such use is not explicitly permitted by the assignment instructions or the instructor. 
· Utilizing another person or a generative AI system to take a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation in place of oneself. 
· Presenting as one's own work the ideas, representations or words of another person or of a GenAI system without customary and proper acknowledgment of sources or of the AI tool(s) used.
· Using generative AI systems to analyze data, conduct research, or generate content that is included in an assignment (images, graphs, charts, tables, etc.) without proper documentation, citation, and attribution of this AI use.
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
No Generative AI Use (No GenAI use permitted for any coursework)
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University's Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
The learning center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses.  If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
Writing center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
The basic needs hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
Statement about Indiana Standards: 
All lesson and activity plans created in EDEL Core Classes need to include standards from the Indiana State Academic Standards available at www.doe.in.gov/standards. 
High-Impact Practices 
Ball State University seeks to provide each undergraduate student a premier educational experience. As such, a strategic imperative, as defined by our strategic plan, is that every student will complete at least one course that includes one of the following high-impact practices. 
Undergraduate Research 
Immersive Learning 
Study Abroad or Away 
Societal Issues or Global Challenge 
This course includes societal issues in schools about crisis of creativity and play. 
InTASC Standards  
InTASC standards 1, 3, 4, 5, and 8 will be emphasized in this course.  They are: 
Standard 1: Learner Development 
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences.  
Standard 3: Learning Environments 
The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation. 
Standard 4: Content Knowledge  
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.  
Standard 5: Application of Content 
The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global issue 
Standard 8: Instructional Strategies 
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways.  
NAEYC Standards  
NAEYC standards 1, 3, 4, and 5 will be addressed in this course.  They include: 
Standard 1: Child Development and Learning 
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of young children's development, diversity, and learning, and demonstrate the ability to provide experiences for all children that promote development and learning. 
Standard 3: Observation, Documentation, and Assessment  
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of observation, documentation, and assessment, and demonstrate the ability to use these procedures to positively influence development and learning for young children. 
Standard 4: Developmentally Appropriate Methodology for Early Education  
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of developmentally appropriate methods, instructional strategies, and learning tools, and demonstrate the ability to plan and use these methods, strategies, and tools to positively influence young children's development and learning. 
Standard 5: Learning Environment  
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of learning environments, and demonstrate the ability to establish safe, supportive, and productive learning environments for young children. 
ASSESSMENT
Your assignments and participation will help me to understand how to adapt the instruction, what your strengths and needs are, and how you deepen your understanding on the topic over the course. How your learning and its progress will be assessed is going to be communicated via Canvas.

 
	
	Grading
	 scale 
	

	A 
	94.0 –100 %
	C 
	74.0 – 76.9 

	A- 
	90.0 – 93.9 
	C- 
	70.0 – 73.9 

	B+ 
	87.0 – 89.9 
	D+ 
	67.0 - 69.9

	B 
	84.0 – 86.9
	D 
	64.0 – 66.9 

	B- 
	80.0 – 83.9 
	D- 
	60.0 – 63.9

	C+ 
	77.0 – 79.9 
	F 
	Below 60 


 
COURSE CONTENT OWNERSHIP
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without my permission. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.  https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true.  
Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community Standards. 
