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Curriculum is never simply a neutral assemblage of knowledge. – Michael Apple
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Course Description
Curriculum is often treated as something handed to teachers—standards, textbooks, pacing guides. This course takes a different stance. In EDCU 601, we examine curriculum as something that is constructed, contested, and deeply connected to questions of knowledge, power, and purpose. We approach curriculum as a set of decisions—about what counts as knowledge, whose knowledge is valued, and what schools are for.
Drawing on The Curriculum Studies Reader (6th ed.), we will explore major traditions in curriculum theory and use those perspectives to analyze real educational contexts.  Throughout the course, you will not only study curriculum—you will interrogate it, apply it, and make decisions about it as a professional educator.
Framing Question
This course is organized around the following framing question.
Who decides what counts as knowledge—and what should be taught?
This question will be revisited throughout the course and will serve as a foundation for your final project.
Course Goals
By the end of this course, you will be able to:
· Explain major perspectives in curriculum studies (technical, critical, democratic, etc.) 
· Analyze curriculum as a social, political, and instructional construct 
· Apply curriculum theories to real-world educational contexts 
· Evaluate how curriculum decisions impact different groups of students 
· Design or critique curriculum grounded in a clear theoretical stance 
Course Expectations
This course is built on the assumption that:
· Learning happens through engagement, not completion 
· Your experiences are a valuable part of the course 
· Disagreement is expected—and productive 
You are expected to:
· Engage readings thoughtfully 
· Contribute meaningfully to discussions 
· Meet deadlines consistently 
How This Course Works
This is not a “read and respond” course.  Instead, each week you will:
1.  Engage key curriculum texts (from the Reader)
2. Interrogate the ideas (What is being argued?  Why does it matter?)
3. Apply those ideas to real educational contexts
4. Synthesize perspectives with your peers
You will be asked to take positions, make connections, and think like someone who makes curriculum decisions, not just someone who implements them.
A Note on the Summer Term
This course is offered in a compressed 10-week format. As a result, the pace is intentionally brisk. You should expect to engage with course materials multiple times across the week and plan accordingly. The structure of the course is designed to support depth of thinking while maintaining a manageable workload, but staying current with readings and assignments will be essential.
Weekly Workflow
Each week you will:
1. Engage assigned readings from The Curriculum Studies Reader 
2. Complete a Curriculum Interrogation or Discussion/Synthesis 
3. Apply ideas through case-based work or project milestones (in designated weeks) 
Most weeks include one primary assignment, with larger application tasks and project components intentionally spaced across the semester.

Course Schedule Overview - A detailed weekly schedule will be provided in Canvas.

	Week
	

	1
	What is curriculum?

	2
	Competing purposes of schooling

	3
	Technical approaches 

	4
	Critiques of technical models

	5
	Curriculum as liberation 

	6
	Hidden curriculum & power

	7
	Culture, identity, and curriculum

	8
	Accountability & evaluation

	9
	Democratic curriculum

	10
	Controversy, future, and synthesis


Required Text
Flinders, D., & Thornton, S.  (Eds.).  (2022).  The Curriculum Studies Reader (6th ed.).  Routledge.
Additional short readings will be provided in Canvas as needed.
Acceptable AI Use
Expectations for AI use in this course are outlined in the AI Usage Statement available in Canvas. Please read this document carefully and submit the acknowledgment before engaging in course assignments. In general, AI tools may support your thinking (e.g., brainstorming, organizing ideas, or refining language), but they should not do the thinking for you. All submitted work should reflect your own engagement with course concepts and readings.
Overview of Major Assignments
Curriculum Interrogations (Weeks 3, 5, 7, 9)
Short analytical responses (1–2 pages) focused on examining key ideas from the readings. These are not summaries—they are opportunities to take a position.
In each response, you will:
· Identify the author’s view of curriculum
· Analyze underlying assumptions
· Consider who benefits and who may be marginalized
· Connect ideas to your own context
Case-Based Curriculum Applications (Weeks 4, 7, 9)
Across the course, you will apply curriculum theories to real or simulated educational contexts (e.g., policies, curriculum materials, instructional decisions).
You will:
· Identify the curricular logic at work 
· Use course readings to analyze it 
· Take a position 
Discussion & Synthesis (Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8)
During weeks 2, 4, 6, and 8, you will engage in structured discussions designed to build collective understanding.  Because these act in the place of discussion in a f2f context, late submissions will not receive credit.
· Initial Post: Engage with the weekly tension or prompt
· Synthesis Post: Reflect on patterns, agreements, or tensions across peers’ ideas
The goal is not simply to respond to individual posts, but to consider the discussion as a whole and how it shapes your thinking.
Curriculum Inquiry Project (Scaffolded Across the Semester)
You will choose one of the following:
Option A: Curriculum Design - Design a curriculum, unit, or set of materials grounded in a clear theoretical perspective
Option B: Curriculum Critique - Analyze an existing curriculum, policy, or program using course frameworks
Project Milestones:
· Week 3: Topic & Context 
· Week 5: Theoretical Framing 
· Week 7: Draft / Working Analysis 
· Week 10: Final Submission 
Your final project should clearly reflect your stance on curriculum—what you believe curriculum is for and how it should function in practice.
How Your Work Will Be Assessed
Your work in this course is designed to build over time. Rather than relying on a single high-stakes assignment, your grade reflects consistent engagement, application of ideas, and the development of a final project grounded in course concepts.  No single assignment determines your success in the course—your thinking and engagement over time matter most.
You will engage in regular Curriculum Interrogations and Discussion/Synthesis work that ask you to make sense of key ideas and learn from others. These are lower-stakes but important—together they account for just under one-third of your grade and are essential for keeping up with the course.
The Case Study Applications are where you will use course concepts to analyze real educational contexts and take a position. These assignments carry more weight and reflect your ability to move from understanding ideas to applying them in practice.
Your Curriculum Inquiry Project is developed across the term through a series of scaffolded components (topic selection, theoretical framing, and a working draft). These pieces are intentionally weighted to support your progress and ensure you are building toward a strong final submission. The final project itself represents your most complete synthesis of course ideas, but it is not meant to stand alone—your process throughout the course matters just as much.
Overall, this grading structure is designed to value thinking over time, application of ideas, and meaningful engagement, rather than one-time performance.
Assignment Submission Policy

· Please submit all assignments as Word documents and use APA style (7th edition).
· You will submit all discussions and assignments on Canvas.

Late Assignment Policy

· All assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated.
· Assignments are expected to be submitted on time.  If you cannot turn an assignment in on time, you must contact me before the assignment is due to ask for an extension.  Extensions will not always be granted (but they usually are).  For each day that an assignment is late without an extension, a letter grade reduction will be applied.
· Late discussion forum participation (Wednesday and Sunday posts) will not receive any points.

Grading Policies and Scale

As educators we know that feedback is essential to the learning process.  Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions or concerns about a grade.  For information concerning grade appeals, please consult the Ball State website.

Grading Overview 
· Curriculum Interrogations - 4 @ 15 points each		60 points 
· Discussion & Synthesis – 4 @15 points each		60 points 
· Case-Based Applications – 3 @ 20 points each		60 points
· Curriculum Inquiry Project 				       110 points			
· Topic & Context – 5 points
· Theoretical Framing – 20 points
· Draft – 25 points
· Final Project – 60 points
  										TOTAL = 290 points
Final Course Grade Breakdown
A =	93-100%	270-290 points
B =	87-92%	252-269 points
C = 	81%-86%	235-251 points
D = 	75-80%	218-234 points
F = 	Below 74%	000-217 points
Final Thought
Curriculum is not neutral. It reflects decisions about knowledge, power, and purpose—and those decisions matter.  This course is an opportunity to examine those decisions—and to begin making them more intentionally in your own work.
Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State 
University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s 
Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 



Title IX

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu
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