Ball State University

ECYF 491.800.OL – Practicum in Early Childhood Education (3)

Course Syllabus – Fall 2025
Department: Early Childhood, Youth, and Family Studies
It is important to this instructor and the Department of Early Childhood, Youth, and Family Studies that you feel supported and are successful in this course. If you need assistance at any time for any reason, please do not hesitate to reach out. There are many ways the university, the department, and your instructors can help you. 

COURSE INFORMATION
Prerequisite
Permission of the department chairperson.
Course Description
Planning and implementing programs for children birth through age 8, both typically developing and those with special needs/disabilities in a supervised teaching practicum.  
Course Rationale
This course provides direct contact with infants/toddlers and preschoolers, both typically developing and those with special needs, in a home-based and/or center-based program. These programs provide opportunities for application of prior conceptual knowledge and practice of teaching skills and methods within a supervised setting. 

Course Content
The primary goal for this experience is that students have the opportunity to work with both general/special educators and young children in a variety of settings, including public schools, integrated child development centers, and the home. In addition, students will demonstrate the ability to complete assignments that demonstrate application of knowledge in early childhood settings, including working with other stakeholders, utilization of developmentally appropriate methods and materials, and professional reflective practice.

Course Objectives:

· Immersion in an early childhood setting to teach, observe, and participate in all aspects of the assigned program(s).

· Implementation of effective approaches to teaching and managing young children with and without disabilities.

· Demonstration of skills, knowledge, and dispositions necessary to work effectively in an early childhood environment.

· Learn about various resources that are available in the school and community.
· Demonstration of competence in an early childhood setting through completion of all course requirements.
Textbook/Course Materials
No formal textbook is used in this field-based practicum course. Specific course requirements to be completed in the field and evaluation guidelines are posted on Canvas. Readings and videos related to course content will be posted in the weekly modules and can be downloaded for your convenience. 
You will, after Week 4, be required to purchase at least 1 of the resource books below. More information about how to choose will be provided in the course modules. This list is not inclusive of all possibilities, so just know that I will be sending you information after Week 4 about what to order.
Moomaw, S. & Hieronymus, B. (2011). More than counting: Math activities for preschool and kindergarten, standards edition. Redleaf Press  ISBN: 978-1605540290
Moomaw, S. & Hieronymus, B. (2020). More than letters, standards edition: Literacy activities for preschool, kindergarten, and first grade. Redleaf Press  ISBN: ‎978-1605545202
Moomaw, S. & Hieronymus, B. (2017). More than magnets, standards edition: Science activities for preschool and kindergarten. Redleaf Press  ISBN: 978-1605545165
Moomaw, S. & Hieronymus, B. (2002). More than painting: Exploring the wonders of art in preschool and kindergarten. Redleaf Press  ISBN: 978-1884834677
Strasser, J. & Bresson, L. M. (2017). Big questions for young minds: Extending children's thinking. The National Association for the Education of Young Children. ISBN: 978-1938113307

Software 
Each student must have the capability to video record and upload teaching segments to a secure website – GoReact. Your subscription for GoReact may be provided by the university. There will be further instructions on Canvas about how to subscribe to and use GoReact. Do not go to the website to purchase the subscription. Your course instructor will provide directions about how to subscribe. 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Statement About On-Site Practica 
Submit your practicum schedule, your contact information, and the contact information for your practicum site (phone, website) and classroom supervising teacher (email, phone) in Module 1.

This course requires you to work with one “focus child” throughout the semester and use your findings to create your final Case Assessment Report. All children in the learning environment must be in the age range of birth to age 8 and should be children in your program if you currently work in a program serving young children. If you do not have a placement based on the above criteria, please contact your instructor the FIRST WEEK of class to discuss your options. You will begin documenting your placement hours the first week classes begin. 
Attendance and Participation 

Professional conduct is to be practiced at all times. Students are expected to log on to the class site regularly and participate in various online assignments and/or discussions weekly as designated on the course calendar. In online courses, participation takes the form of participation in discussions, chats, blogs, and other electronic means provided. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain all notes, assignments, and handouts and watch to posted guidance videos in a timely manner. All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date. Assignments submitted late may be subject to a reduction in points or be awarded no points at all. Online formats offer flexibility and convenience, but in order to be successful in an online course, you must be organized and self-motivated.
Absences should be discussed with the instructor as soon as possible, ahead of any absence whenever possible. Missed classes may result in loss of class participation scores or missed assessments. Any make-ups are at the discretion of the instructor and on presentation of a documented excuse satisfactory to the course instructor. 

Communication
Your instructor has designed the syllabus to provide a clear idea of course expectations and procedures. All students can benefit from pre-planning and scheduling of major course assignments. However, communication is key to success. There will be communication tools available through Canvas. To inquire about questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email. All Canvas Inbox correspondence will also come through your BSU email if you choose to set it up that way.
Video Permission and Parent Notification

Depending on your placement site, please check permission policies for video recording teaching segments. Some programs may require signed parent permissions, some may just require parent notification, and some placements will not have individual requirements. NOTE: every other week you will be uploading video recordings of your lessons with children to a double-password-protected website through Canvas that will be accessible only to you, your classmates, and your instructor. They will be used for reflection and feedback purposes only and will be deleted at the end of the semester.

Etiquette Statement
Please remember the following in all forms of communication in this course:

· Be mindful to not use language that could be considered strong or offensive

· Keep all writings and correspondence in a professional tone
· Keep writing to a point and stay on topic

· Double-check all writing to make sure that it clearly conveys the exact intended message
Technical Information
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you, and your instructor can provide additional guidance in some cases. 

Technical Equipment
In order for you to be successful in this type of course (e.g. online delivery, distance education), you will need the technology listed in the “Technology for Online and Distance Education Students.” You will also need to have some kind of device with which you can record your lessons and upload the video files to the course site. Most people use a cell phone or tablet. Videos must be clear, audible and “right side up” or they will need to be recorded and uploaded again. 
Technical Assistance
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State’s Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions. The Help Desk can be contacted at: 1-765-285-1517 or (toll-free)1-866-771-3276 or click https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk.
Course Evaluation
University standard evaluation forms will be used to evaluate this course and its instructor.  Feedback from the evaluation will be used to improve the teaching effectiveness of the instructor and course content.
Assignments
ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN MIDNIGHT ON SUNDAY (END OF THE WEEK) UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED ON THE CALENDAR.
· Practicum experience – 
· Participation: Requirements – you are required to spend a minimum of 2.5 hours per week in an early childhood setting working with children birth-age 8. This means you will complete a total of 40 hours – 16 weeks X 2.5 hours. 
· Documentation: Weekly Placement Log (ongoing) – You will track your activities in the learning environment each week. This should include the date, time, duration, and summary of experience. A Weekly Log Template will be available on Canvas. You will submit your weekly placement log twice during the semester, during Weeks 8 and 16. (5 pts. each week; 80 points total for semester)

· Short Written Assignments – During some weeks you will be required to submit short written assignments. Most of these will help you either prepare for your video recording assignments or your Case Assessment and Follow-up Report assignment. More information about each of these assignments and templates (when necessary) will be posted in the weekly modules. (5 pts. each; 30 pts. total for the semester)
· Reflection Assignments – There will be several opportunities throughout the semester to reflect on your work with the children, your work in early childhood education, etc. 
(5 pts. each; 20 pts. total for the semester)
· Case Assessment and Follow-up Report – This is an ongoing assignment that you will work on throughout the semester. Choose one child and assess them using an appropriate pre-assessment measure; identify outcome-based goals based on the pre-assessment; create a sequence of lessons to meet the goals you set based on the assessment results; and complete a full case report showing the child’s progress and outcomes after you implement these lessons. Your five (5) video-recorded lessons and their written plans will be part of the case report. (50 pts.)
· Lesson Plan Drafts – During weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12, prior to your lessons with the children, you will submit a draft of the lesson you are planning to implement and video record the next week, based on your focus child’s assessment results. Your instructor will provide feedback on your plans and your lesson must be approved before implementation. 
(2 pts. each; 12 points total for the semester)
· Lesson Implementation Video Recordings and Reflections – 
· Practice Video: During Week 2 you will record a short introduction video (1-2 minutes) to get acquainted with the GoReact software and how to record and post a video and how to provide feedback to your classmates. GoReact is a web-based platform that will be used as a virtual supervision tool throughout the semester. You will be provided a subscription to this software through Canvas. Further information about how to access and use GoReact will be posted by your instructor. (3 pts.)

· Lesson Implementation and Reflections: Record and upload a 20- to 30-minute video accompanied by the activity-based developmental lesson plan for the video to the GoReact site during weeks 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, and 13. The plan form includes 7 parts, and parts 1 – 4 are your lesson and are to be written PRIOR to implementation, parts 5 – 7 are to be completed AFTER the lesson as a reflection on what occurred. The university instructor will provide feedback and may request additional reflection. 
(50 pts. each; 300 points total for the semester).
· Feedback on Your Classmates’ Videos – During weeks 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 you will go back to the prior week’s videos of your classmates’ work with the children (uploaded to GoReact) and provide feedback on at least 3 videos your classmates posted that week. Watch the videos in their entirety and comment throughout, giving your classmates constructive feedback. (5 pts. each; 30 points total for the semester) 

· Discussion Board – This will provide a forum for discussion among classmates. Prompts will be provided for each discussion. Your instructor will determine the number of entries required for each week, but generally, you will be required to post responses to at least 3 other students’ original posts.  (5 pts. each; 30 pts. total for the semester)
· Zoom Conference or Virtual Office Hours – to be scheduled for individual or small group meetings during weeks 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, and 13 on an as-needed basis. If you would like to set up a virtual meeting, contact your instructor.
Grading
	Weekly Placement Logs
	80

	Short Written Assignments
	30

	Lesson Plan Drafts
	12

	Case Assessment Report
	50

	Discussions

	30

	Videos and Reflections
	303

	Reflections

	20

	Feedback on Classmates’ Videos
	30

	Total Points
	555


The following scale will be used to assign grades
A   = 94% - 100%
B-  = 80% - 83%
D+ = 67% - 69%

A-  = 90% - 93%
C+ = 77% - 79%
D   = 64% - 66%

B+ = 87% - 89% 
C   = 74% - 76%
D-  = 60% - 63%

B   = 84% - 86%
C-  = 70% - 73%
F    = Below 60%
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Emergency Preparedness
While participating in P-6 schools/programs, teacher candidates should familiarize themselves with emergency response protocols of all kinds. Many types of emergencies can occur while you are in a program; such as severe weather, active shooter, or fire to name a few. It is your responsibility to request that your cooperating practicum teacher review the emergency response guidelines for your class and for the school. Please notify your instructor at the beginning of the semester if you have special needs or will require assistance related to your ability to prepare for or respond to emergencies.
Statement about Indiana Educational Standards                                                                                                     

In ECYF Core Classes, all lesson and activity plans created for children Kindergarten – 3rd Grade need to include standards from the Indiana State Academic Standards for K-12 available at www.doe.in.gov/standards. For infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, you must use the Indiana Early Learning Standards available at https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/early-learning/.

Course Adaptations

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Course Content Ownership 
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students also may not record classes or videos/resources within the course without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.  https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true  

Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

Academic Honesty

“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge.” (BSU Statement on Academic Dishonesty)

We are strongly committed to assigning grades based on students’ honest efforts on exams and other class assignments. All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. There will be no excuses accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act that suggests the student has not fulfilled his/her academic responsibilities in this course. Consequences of academic dishonesty will be determined by the professor after meeting with the student suspected of a violation of this policy; faculty members are authorized to assign penalties up to an “F” in the course.

All assignments completed in this course must be original work and not previously used to fulfill the requirements for any other Ball State course. For example, a brochure, paper, or presentation developed for another course may not be used as part of any assignment or project for this course. Students are not permitted to use artificial intelligence (AI) tools to complete coursework. 

Except in those instances when students are engaged in collaborative efforts, it will be expected that students will complete and submit their own work. Ideas taken verbatim or paraphrased from other sources should be clearly acknowledged through the inclusion of appropriate reference notes. When in doubt regarding the appropriate way to handle a specific situation, students should consult with the course instructor. No excuse will be accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act, which suggests a student has not fulfilled the academic responsibilities in this course. 

Statement on the Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools

As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools to complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where AI use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of those guidelines will be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty are required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about the reporting process is available here.

The Writing Center at Ball State

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of their regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
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