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SEPS 690: Sport Sociology
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:30 – 1:45
Room: HP 362
Fall 2025
COURSE NUMBER: SEPS 690
 
TITLE: Sport Sociology
 
CREDIT HOURS: 3 hours of credit for the course
 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Anna Farello
Contact Information: anna.farello@bsu.edu; 765-285-5039, HP 336
	Office Hours:  By appointment
 
PREREQUISITES: NONE

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Sociology of sport is an examination of the social relations within the institution of sport and its role in the reproduction and transformation of society. This class will examine sociocultural processes of sport and play in contemporary society. We will study phenomena arising out of group relations within the realm of kinesiology. This course follows the processes through which national, racial, ethnic, civic, religious, local, and gender identities are constructed by sports. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Describe the complex and politicized relationship between sport, culture, and society.
2. Apply different social theories to sport, and defend their positions on the issues using these theories.
3. Understand how identity is shaped, in part, by the dominant values and norms of a particular society, and how the generally conservative institution of sport attempts to indoctrinate people into the dominant system.
4. Understand how characteristics that are unique to sport can contribute to identity formation that sometimes runs counter to prevailing societal norms (e.g. athlete privileges within legal system, proscribed violence in hockey, etc.)
5. Identify and understand movements towards equality and social justice in an increasingly multicultural and globalized sporting environment.
6. Describe how “social problems” such as drug use and violence is sport relate to larger society. 
7. Describe how race, ethnicity, class, gender, and sexual orientation are negotiated within sport.
8. Describe how technology has influenced sport and contemporary notions of the “human athletic body.”
9. Identify and critique future trends in sport.

TEXTS:
Coakley, J. (2020). Sports in society: Issues and controversies. (13th ed) Boston: McGraw-Hill.
Kuban, A. J. (2022). Facing Social Justice in Sports, The Facing Project Gives Inc., USA.
Supplemental readings are listed on the course outline and posted in Canvas. 







COURSE POLICIES:

Class Attendance and Participation
This is a participation intensive course, meaning that aspects of it will be taught as a seminar style course. Students are expected to attend every class, and be well prepared in terms of reading assignments, preparation of their own questions/comments for discussion. If a student misses a class, it is their responsibility to meet with the instructor to obtain any assignments might have been missed. 

Please let the instructor know if you will be absent from class due to funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories. These absences will be accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid excuse. Consideration will also be given to students whose dependent children experience serious illness.

As soon as possible, students should notify the instructor via email regarding the absence and the reason for it. Students are responsible for completing all work missed because of the absence. When absent or late, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain lecture notes and materials, and assignments from a classmate or on Canvas.

Canvas
Canvas will be used as a supplement to this course. Assignments, readings, announcements, and other course information will be posted. It is recommended that students check Canvas at least several times a week. Some assignments will be required to be submitted through Canvas. 

Late Assignments or Projects
1) Late projects/papers are considered late if they are not submitted in class or online by the required time. They will, however, be accepted with a 10% deduction for EVERY DAY that they are late, unless prior accommodations are made. For example, if the paper is due on a Tuesday and it is turned in on Friday, 30% will be deducted. 
2) The exam will only be accepted on the due date, unless proof of excused absence can be produced.
3) Presentations will be performed on the dates assigned at the beginning of the semester. Make-up dates will only be given to those individuals with an excused absence. The instructor must be given advanced warning of missed presentations. 


COURSE GRADING:

	 
	Points  

	Current Event
	30 points

	Journal Reflections
	60 points

	Book Report Presentation
	50 points

	Creative Project
	140 pts

	Sociology of Sport Event Critique
	50 pts

	Final Exam
	100 pts

	
	TOTAL: 430 pts


GRADING SCALE:
94- 100 A           77 - 79 C+
90 - 93 A-           74 - 76 C
87 - 89 B+          70 - 73 C-
84 - 86 B
80 - 83 B-

ASSIGNMENTS
(All assignments should be submitted in typed, doubled spaced with page numbers, with 12-point font in APA format, with a title page, and references if appropriate, unless otherwise specified by instructor.)

Current Event
You will select a week to pick and present 2-3 news articles that connect with the topic of the week. You will post the articles on the discussion board and prepare a few questions that will encourage our thinking about the week’s topic. 

Journal Reflection (60 points)
Throughout the semester, students will be given 4 topics on which to reflect and react in writing. Students may need to describe the experience or summarize the accompanied reading, but this is not the reflection. The reflection or journal needs to make links between the experience, students’ perceptions and beliefs, and the concepts or theories in the course. Reflective assignments encourage deep and evaluative thinking; reflection helps people become better at what they do. Because reflection is part of learning in the workplace, reflective assignments allow students to be ‘real’, to identify personal values and assumptions and demonstrate personal and professional development. Students are asked to think about the topic from different perspectives: personal, social, organizational, and cultural. Typically the length is 2 -3 typed pages.
Although the format of these assignments is more informal than most academic writing, students should not use slang expressions or improper grammar. Students should write in the first person as they are writing about their own perspectives. Students should include explanations and be explicit but not repeat ideas, as well as revise and edit the assignment as they would any other. The good thing about a journal or reflective assignment is that there is no one right answer; each person will have different responses. Importantly, the reflection must link the material being studied to personal experiences and the real world in some way.

Book Report Presentation (50 points)
For this assignment, students will select a non-textbook about a sociology of sport topic to read and orally present to the class. Books must be approved by the instructor by designated date. Presentations will be linked to weekly class topics (see course outline and schedule) and will be 15-20 minutes in length. Students should share the main ideas, interesting points, and questions for discussion during their presentations. Only two students may select the same topic. 

Creative Project (140 points)
The purpose of the creative project is to give students the opportunity to deepen their knowledge of a particular area or topic within sport sociology and synthesize the conceptual and practical dimensions of the selected topic in a method appropriate to educate a lay audience. 

Creative projects may be carried out by teams of 2-4 students. These projects fall under the category of immersive learning, which involves implementing the principles and skills learned in class in a specific applied context, reflecting and evaluating on the process. The creative project will involve working with a local sport/recreation organization to help explore barriers and strengths to inclusive participation.  Projects are subject to instructor approval; please submit a project proposal following the details on the assignment sheet (15 points).

The creative project process must be thoroughly detailed (with documentations, research, drafts, etc) and a final product (e.g., video, podcast, report) must be submitted (100 points). Teams will briefly (10 minutes) share the final products at the end of the semester. 

Additionally, each student must also individually submit an analysis and summary paper (2-3 pages in length) contextualizing the project regarding the sociological theory, course concepts, and existing scholarly and/or professional research that further demonstrates their understanding of the project topic (25 points).

Sociology of Sport Event Critique (50 points)
Students are asked to attend a non-traditional sporting event (e.g., roller derby, power chair soccer, Tough Mudder, Special Olympics, Street Soccer USA, water skiing, skateboarding) that involves high school athletes or older. NO BSU NCAA athletic events. Each individual will critically examine the event using observations upon the overall experience (e.g., crowd, social class, economics, media, ethnicity, deviance, etc.) and incorporate literature to support claims and observations. Possible perspectives for analysis include:
· Institutional and organizational aspects
· Social change
· Short term and/or long term consequences
· The roles and positions of others and power differences
· Social and cultural differences
· Process versus outcome
· Theory versus practice
· Intersectional viewpoints

If you have trouble finding an event, please let me know well in advance. If there is an international sports competition occurring at the start of the semester (e.g., World Surf League Championships; Paralympics), students can select to watch 45-60 minutes of an event for this assignment as well as a live local event. Papers should be between 4-5 pages and include at least 10 scholarly references. See the grading criteria for more details. 

Final Exam (100 points)
There will be a cumulative Final Exam over the assigned reading material and notes presented throughout the semester. Questions on the exams will be a combination of forced choice and open response.
UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND STATEMENTS
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Freedom of Expression Statement, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. You may also be interested in taking advantage of resources related to free inquiry provided by Ball State University Libraries. Finally, it is encouraged that students attend Constitution Day events on September 17th. 
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
Generative AI Statement
Certain assignments in this course will permit or even encourage the use of generative artificial intelligence (GAI) tools such as ChatGPT. The default is that such use is disallowed unless otherwise stated. The use of AI (e.g., Chat GPT) is not permitted for generating content for reflection papers, case studies, or research presentations in this course. Any such use must be appropriately acknowledged and cited. It is each student’s responsibility to assess the validity and applicability of any generative AI output that is submitted; you bear the final responsibility. Violations of this policy will be considered academic misconduct. We draw your attention to the fact that different classes at Ball State could implement different AI policies, and it is the student’s responsibility to conform to expectations for each course.
Statement on Diversity:
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response service information, go to bsu.edu/multiculturalcenter/bias or e-mail mc2@bsu.edu.
Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.
University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.
Course Withdrawal
There is only one withdrawal period.  It extends from the 6th through the 45th day of classes during fall or spring semester. For fall and spring semesters, a student has the entire first week of courses to drop a course with no penalty.  They do this through “Add/Drop/Registration” from the website www.bsu.edu/student services.  After the first week, a student can withdraw from a course with a grade of “W” up until the decided upon withdrawal date.  They accomplish this by completing a Withdrawal form and turning it in to the Registrar located in Lucina Hall.  After this withdrawal date a student may only withdraw and receive a grade of “W” (instead of an “F”) if they are confirmed to have proper extenuating circumstances.
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to www.bsu.navigate.eab.com.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.
For international students, the Learning Center has tutors trained to address some of the challenges specific to International Students and if you are having trouble understanding information presented in class, you are encouraged to contact the Learning Center.  Bilingual tutors may also be available upon request.
The Counseling Center
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
Special Student Needs
Please share with me medical information you feel is important for me to know so that I may assist you in an emergency. Also, let me know if you may need special arrangements to evacuate the building.  Make an appointment with me to discuss either of these matters. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 




	Date
	Unit
	Topic
	Activities

	Week 1:  
Aug. 19 & 21
	Introduction
	Personal & Sport Sociology
	Myths Quiz; Read Coakley Chapter 1, Supplemental Reading, and PowerPoint notes
Journal Topic (see Canvas)
Sign up for current events

	Week 2:
Aug. 26 & 28: Speaker- Dr. Adam Kuban
	Sport Socialization
	Sport Sociology
	Read Coakley Chapters 2 & 3 and FSJS Intro & Love It or Hate It 
PowerPoint notes
Discuss Creative Project topics and teams
Review Sport Event Critique assignment details

	Week 3:
Sept. 2 & 4
	Gender and Sports
	Participation and Equity Issues; Ideological and Cultural Issues
	Read Coakley Chapter 7, FSJS Chapters 1 & 2, Supplemental Reading, and PowerPoint notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gseXM404Zc 
https://www.ted.com/talks/jenna_weiner_reimagining_gender_inclusivity_in_sports 
Book Report selections due (9/4)

	Week 4: (possible speaker)
Sept. 9 & 11
	Sport and Social Class
	Social Class and sport participation; Money and power in sports
	Read Coakley Chapter 9, FSJS Chapters 3 & 4, Andersen & Bakken (2019), and PowerPoint notes
Creative Project Team Time 

	Week 5: 
Sept. 16 & 18
	Race and Ethnicity in Sport
	How does racism exist within sport?
Participation among Ethnic Minorities 
	Read Coakley Chapter 8, Cooper et al. (2017), FSJS Chapters 5 & 6, and PowerPoints
Supplemental Readings
Journal Topic (see Canvas)

	Week 6: 
Sept. 23 & 25
	Youth Sport
	Organized sport in the U.S. 
	Read Coakley Chapter 4, FSJS Chapters 7 & 8, Supplemental Reading, and PowerPoint notes
Blodgett et al. (2008); Stadulis (2014); Withycombe (2011)
Read Project Play material 
Creative Project Proposals due via Canvas 9/25

	Week 7: 
Sept. 30 & Oct. 2
	Sport and Media
	Could they survive without each other?; Images and narratives in media sports
	Read Coakley Chapter 12, FSJS Chapters 9 & 10, Supplemental Reading, and PowerPoints
Creative Project Team Time 

	Week 8:
Oct. 7- No Class- Fall Break
Oct. 9 – Speaker: Dr. Zach Evans
	Commercialization in Sport
	The economy and sport; Owners, sponsors, and promoters in commercial sports; Salaries; Entertainment sport
	Read Coakley Chapter 11, FSJS Chapters 11 & 12, Supplemental Reading, and PowerPoints 
Journal Topic (see Canvas)

	Week 9: 
Oct. 14 Speaker: Dr. Jamie Johnson 
Oct 16 - Online Class
	Sport and Education
	Interscholastic sports and high school students
	Read Coakley Chapter 14, FSJS Chapters 13 & 14, Supplemental Reading, and PowerPoints

	Week 10: 
Oct. 21 & 
Oct. 23 - Online Class
	Sport and Politics
	The Sports-Government Connection; Sports and Global Politics  
	Read Coakley Chapter 13, Butler (2018), Butler & Aicher (2015), and PowerPoints
Creative Project Team Time 

	Week 11: 
Oct. 28 & 30
	Sport and Higher Education
	Intercollegiate sports, NCAA, and college students
	Read Coakley Chapter 14, FSJS Chapter 15 & 16, Supplemental Reading and PowerPoints
McCray et al. (2018)

	Week 12:
Nov. 4 & 6
	Sport and Religion 
	Combining sport and religious beliefs
	Read Coakley Chapter 15, Toffoletti & Palmer (2017), Benn et al (2016), and PowerPoints
Creative Project Team Time
Journal Topic (see Canvas)

	Week 13:
Nov. 11 & 13
	Development
Barriers to Participation
	Development purposes of sport & Age and Ability- Barriers to Participation and Inclusion?
	Read Smith (2013), Bartsch et al. (2018), Jenkin et al (2017), and view websites/videos
Read Coakley Chapter 12, FSJS Chapter 15
PowerPoints
Sport Event Critique Due 11:59 11/14 via Canvas

	Week 14: 
Nov. 18 & 20
	Deviance in Sport
	Deviant Overconformity in Sport: Supplements, Drugs, Hazing
	Read Coakley Chapter 5, Chin et al (2019), FSJS Chapters 16 & 17, Fewell et al (2018), Hing et al (2017) and PowerPoint notes
View websites/videos
Documentary
Journals Due 11:59 11/19 via Canvas

	Week 15:
Nov. 25 - Online Class
Nov. 27 NO CLASS- Thanksgiving
	Deviance in Sport
	Violence on and off the field
	Documentary
Read Coakley Chapter 6, Ohlert et al (2018), FSJS Chapters 18 & 19, Supplement Readings, and PowerPoint notes
and view websites/videos

	Week 16 
Dec. 2 & 4
	Summary and Sports in the Future
	
	Read Coakley Chapter 16, FSJS Chapters 20 & 21, Supplemental Reading, and PowerPoint notes
Creative Project Presentations

	Final Exam
Tuesday Dec. 9 12:00 – 2:00



