BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION, INFORMATION, AND MEDIA
CCIM 200 – ONLINE
SOAR CCIM ASCEND Experience
Attuned, Success, Care, Empower, Navigate, and Development

Instructor: Brandon Kepner (BK) 
Email: Brandon.Kepner@bsu.edu
Days/Dates: ONLINE        5/11 – 6/12 
Office: Online 

Course Description:
This 5-week, 1-credit-hour course introduces students to the business of becoming a student, student requirements, expectations, opportunities, and resources of the College of Communication, Information, and Media. It offers self-evaluation and exploration of communications-focused career paths via class discourse, learning modules, project-based learning, and campus resources, including how to get involved in student organizations, agencies, and mentorship to gain practical experience.
This course will provide students an opportunity to learn more about the programs, requirements, and expectations within the College of Communication, Information, and Media. It will help students gain a sense of belonging and create awareness of the multitude of opportunities that exist within the college. It provides time for students to deeply reflect on who they are, what they want, and how to succeed in a communications-focused career.

Academic Dishonesty:
Academic dishonesty is taken very seriously by this university and in this department. Students are expected to follow the university’s code of behavior regarding all academic matters. All academically dishonest behavior will be acted upon swiftly. Any student found engaging in academic misconduct, whether intentionally or out of ignorance, will be dealt with severely. Penalties can include receiving a failing grade on the assignment/activity in question, a failing grade in the course, or expulsion from the university. For specific information about the university's policies related to academic dishonesty or for descriptions of behaviors that qualify as “dishonest,” please consult the online version of the “Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities” on the university’s website.
Course + Instructor Evaluation:
We welcome students’ constructive feedback. However, given that we only have five weeks together, you need to provide that feedback early and often. You also will have an opportunity to participate in a formal assessment of the course and our teaching performance at the end of the course through the university’s online evaluation process.
Accommodations:
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. Documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available here.
Writing Center:
One key to improving your writing is getting feedback and revision suggestions on your text during the writing process. The Writing Center at Ball State offers free writing feedback sessions (online or face-to-face) to all students. They work with students on essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. Students can make an appointment by going to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter, stopping by Robert Bell 295, or by calling 765-285-8370.
Learning Center:
The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills tutoring. Tutoring is delivered in-person in NQ 350 or online via Zoom: you decide!
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the Navigate Student app. The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math,
chemistry, and biology. Check our website for more information. Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285- 1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: BallStateLC
Inclusive Excellence:
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome by valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.

Counseling Center:
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State now also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.
[bookmark: _Int_T8h0ImN8]At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources can be found via the Canvas page.


Grading Scale
	 Course Grading Scale

	Points Earned
	 Letter Grade

	90 - 100
	A

	80 - 89
	B

	70 - 79
	C

	60 - 69
	D

	0 - 59
	F















This schedule is subject to change. In the event of a change, you will be notified via email and/or via Canvas. Each week they’ll be one discussion board topic due on canvas. These discussion board topics will be based on the week's activities. 








Grade Breakdown:
Each week will be worth 15%. 
Discussion Boards will be worth 7.5% each week
Other assignments each week will be worth 7.5% 
5 weeks of 15% is 75%
The remaining 25% will come from the reflection paper
No late assignments or submissions will be accepted due to the nature of this course being fully online.

Each week modules will open on Monday – Except for the last week.
Discussion Boards: 

Discussion Boards (DBs) are designed to help you reflect on and apply what we’re learning in class each week. Each post should demonstrate your understanding of the material, connect ideas thoughtfully, and engage with course concepts.
· Length Requirement: Each DB post must be 125–150 words minimum. You are welcome to write more if needed to fully express your thoughts.
· Content Expectation: Posts should clearly reference weekly topics, readings, or class discussions. This is your opportunity to show comprehension, ask questions, and share insights.
· Tone & Quality: Write in a respectful, academic tone. Proofread for clarity and grammar.
· Engagement: You may be asked to respond to peers to foster dialogue and deeper learning.
DBs are a key part of your participation grade and help build a collaborative learning environment. Make your voice count!


Reflection Paper: 
Due Date: TBD Length: 1.5 pages, double-spaced Format: Typed, 12-point font, Times New Roman or similar
Assignment Description: Students will write a reflection paper summarizing what they learned during the 4-week program, including insights from guest speakers and site visits. The paper should highlight key takeaways, personal observations, and how these experiences deepened their understanding of the program’s themes.
Guidelines:
· Focus on major lessons from the visitors and visits
· Include specific examples or moments that stood out
· Reflect on how these experiences influenced your thinking
· Use clear, thoughtful language, this is a personal reflection, not a research paper
Grading Criteria:
· Clear summary of experiences (30%)
· Thoughtful reflection and personal insight (40%)
· Organization and clarity (20%)
· Proper formatting and grammar (10%)




