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	COURSE NUMBER

SECTIONS
	NUR 340
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	COURSE TITLE
	Adult Health II:  Nursing Care Across the Adult Lifespan

	COURSE CREDIT
	Credit Hours: Four semester hours (2 cr. didactic and 2 cr. clinical) 
Lecture Hours: One 3-hour period/week; 30 total didactic hours                                
Clinical Hours: On average, one 9-hour experience/week for 10 weeks; 90 total clinical/lab hours

	PLACEMENT IN CURRICULUM
	Junior Year, Second Semester
Prerequisite:  NUR 330, departmental permission  
Co-requisities: NUR 322; NUR 370

	COURSE 
FACULTY
	Name: Mrs. Kari May, MSN, RN

Name:Mrs. Taylor Johnston 
 
Name: Mrs. Erica Lee

Name: Mrs. Rochelle Laurence



	COURSE DESCRIPTION 
	Focuses on health promotion, disease prevention, risk reduction, and nursing care of adults with acute/chronic/disabling conditions across the lifespan. Includes emphasis on critical thinking, communication, diversity, and professional role development. Learning experiences occur in classroom, laboratory, hospital, and community settings. 

	COURSE RATIONALE
	Adult Health II applies holistic nursing process and the conceptual base of health promotion, disease prevention, wellness, and illness management to care of patients across the adult lifespan.  Knowledge acquired in previous biological, psychological, nursing, and social science courses is utilized as a basis for understanding the biopsychosocial needs of patients.  A plan of care is developed through assessment, formulation of nursing diagnoses, patient outcomes, and interventions.  Evaluation of the patient’s care is used to guide further assessment and planning of care.  Continued practice and advancement of clinical judgment skills across an increasing breadth of acute and long-term care situations will increase the student’s identification of health problems, care and prevention of illness or disability, promotion of wellness, provision of comfort, and support for the dying.


	COURSE OUTCOMES
	1. Integrates knowledge, skills, and values from foundational nursing, liberal arts, and science courses into the nursing care of perioperative patients and patients with selected disabling and/or chronic diseases. (Meets Program Outcomes 1 & 3, Baccalaureate Essentials I VII, QSEN Competencies 1,4, ANA Scope and Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5B, 8, ANA Code of Ethics Provision 2 and AACN Baccalaureate Essentials 1, 2, 7, 9)
2. Demonstrates increased ability to apply critical reasoning, clinical judgment, communication, and assessment skills to the provision of direct and indirect nursing care. (Meets program outcomes 1 & 6, Baccalaureate Essentials IV & IX VII, QSEN Competencies 1, 3, 4, 5, ANA Scope and Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5A, 5B, 6, 11, 16, ANA Code of Ethics Provision 4 and AACN Baccalaureate Essentials 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 9)
3. Uses culturally appropriate health promotion and clinical prevention strategies for patients and their families across the adult lifespan. (Meets program outcomes 1,3,4,5, & 7, Baccalaureate Essentials V & VII, QSEN Competencies 1, 3, 5 ANA Scope and Standards 2, 3,4, 5, 5A, 5B, 6 7, 8, 9, ANA Code of Ethics Provision 1, 3 and AACN Baccalaureate Essentials 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7)
4. Delivers safe and increasingly confident evidence-based nursing care moving from a novice to an advanced beginner level of professional practice with awareness of health care costs. (Meets program outcomes 3,4, & 6, Baccalaureate Essentials III & IV VII, QSEN Competencies 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6 ANA Scope and Standards 2, 3, 4, 5, 5A, 6, 10, 11, 13, 16, ANA Code of Ethics Provision 4 and AACN Baccalaureate Essentials 1, 2, 3, 5, 6)
5. Demonstrates beginning team leadership skills that prioritize patient safety and promote positive patient outcomes. (Meets program outcomes 2,4, & 8, Baccalaureate Essentials II & IV VII, QSEN Competencies 1, 3, 4, 5 ANA Scope and Standards 2, 3, 4, 5, 5A, 5B, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, ANA Code of Ethics Provision 8 and AACN Baccalaureate Essentials 2, 3, 4, 5, 7)
6. Demonstrates professionalism in nursing practice while caring for perioperative patients and patients with selected disabling and/or chronic diseases. (Meets program outcomes 6 & 8, Baccalaureate Essential VIII VII, QSEN Competencies 1, 2, 4 ANA Scope and Standards 7, 9 10, 11, 14, 16, ANA Code of Ethics Provision 3, 6 and AACN Baccalaureate Essentials 1, 4, 5, 6, 8)


	BACCALAUREATE
PROGRAM OUTCOMES
	1. Demonstrate clinical judgment using knowledge from the arts, humanities, biological and 
social sciences. (Domains: 1,2,3,5,7,8,9,10)
2. Develop and implement person-centered plans of care that incorporate the nursing process in collaboration with the interprofessional healthcare team. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)
3. Demonstrate inclusive nursing care of diverse populations across the lifespan from health promotion to disease management. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)
4. Utilize evidence-based nursing knowledge for provision of safe and quality nursing practice. (Domains:1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 9,10)
5. Apply knowledge of healthcare systems to promote optimal patient outcomes. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)
6. Integrate information management and technology in nursing practice. (Domains:1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)
7. Exemplify leadership, professionalism, and ethics to advance nursing practice. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)


	AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES OF NURSING-BACCALAUREATE ESSENTIALS
	1:  Knowledge for Nursing Practice
2:  Person-Centered Care
3:  Population Health
4:  Scholarship for the Nursing Discipline
5:  Quality and Safety
6:  Interprofessional Partnerships
7:  Systems-Based Practice
8:  Informatics and Healthcare Technologies
9:  Professionalism
10: Personal, Professional, and Leadership Development


	AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCATION (ANA) NURSING SCOPE AND STANDARDS OF PRACTICE (2021) 

	    Standards of Professional Nursing Practice
    Standard 1: Assessment
      Standard 2: Diagnosis
      Standard 3: Outcomes Identification 
      Standard 4: Planning
      Standard 5: Implementation
      Standard 5A: Coordination of Care
      Standard 5B: Health Teaching and Health Promotion
      Standard 6: Evaluation
      Standards of Professional Performance
      Standard 7: Ethics
      Standard 8: Advocacy
      Standard 9: Respectful and Equitable Practice
      Standard 10: Communication
      Standard 11: Collaboration
      Standard 12: Leadership
      Standard 13: Education
      Standard 14: Scholarly Inquiry
      Standard 15: Quality of Practice
      Standard 16: Professional Practice Evaluation
      Standard 17: Resource Stewardship
      Standard 18: Environmental Health


	AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION (ANA) CODE OF ETHICS FOR NURSES WITH INTERPRETIVE STATEMENTS (2015)
	     Provision 1: Affirming Health through Relationships of Dignity and Respect
    Provision 2: The Patient as Nursing’s Foundational Commitment
    Provision 3: Advocacy’s Geography
    Provision 4: The Expectations of Expertise
    Provision 5: The Nurse as Person of Dignity and Worth
    Provision 6: The Moral Milieu of Nursing Practice  
    Provision 7: Diverse Contributions to the Practice
    Provision 8: Collaboration to Reach for Greater Ends
    Provision 9: Social Justice: Reaching Out to a World in Need of Nursing


	QUALITY AND SAFETY EDUCATION FOR NURSES (QSEN) COMPTENCIES

	1. Patient-Centered Care
2. Teamwork and Collaboration
3. Evidence-based Practice 
4. Quality Improvement
5. Safety
6. Informatics 
https://qsen.org/competencies/pre-licensure-ksas/

	CLINICAL
OUTCOMES
	1. Utilizes knowledge and skills from foundational nursing courses to promote health, health restoration and disease prevention by applying classroom knowledge to patients in the clinical setting who have acute and chronic conditions. 
2. Identifies factors that influence health care outcomes within health care systems using evidence-based practice and clinical judgment in the care of the surgical patient. 
3. Demonstrates competent use of Electronic Documentation System and application of patient care technology.   
4. Utilizes effective inter/intra professional collaboration and communication skills with patients, faculty, staff, and peers.
5. Consistently demonstrates an increase in confidence, efficiency, and independence to provide appropriate, safe, culturally-sensitive, and patient-centered care. 
6. Demonstrates beginning team leadership skills by overseeing patient care and beginning awareness of delegation. 
7. Demonstrates the professional standards of moral, ethical, and legal conduct; assuming accountability for personal and professional behaviors and promoting the image of the nurse.

	COURSE TOPICS BY MODULE
	Nursing care of patients:
1.   through the perioperative experience. 
2.   with acute and chronic inflammatory conditions.  
3.   with infection.
4.   who have major surgeries and surgical complications. 
5.   with specific co-morbidities and aging complications.

	TEACHING STRATEGIES
	Strategies may include, but are not limited to, lecture, discussion, case studies, small group discussion, topic outlines, concept maps, you-tube video clips, the use of computerized quizzing, pharmacology quizzes, homework related to content, demonstration of clinical skills, clinical conferences, and high-fidelity simulations. 

	REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS



	Required for ALL nursing courses:
1. School of Nursing. (current) Baccalaureate nursing program handbook. https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/nursing/current-students
2. American Nurses Association (ANA). (current). Scope & standards of practice. Washington: American Nurses Publishing.
3. ANA (current). Code of ethics for nurses with interpretive statements. Washington: American Nurses Publishing.  
4. American Psychological Association. (Current). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
5.  Access to computer with the following minimum requirements: 
(Chromebook and Chrome OS are not supported)
a. Intel i5 processor
b. 8GB of Ram 
c. 512 GB mechanical hard drive
d. 802.11ac wireless compatible
e. Windows 8.1 or newer/MAC OS High Sierra
f. Microsoft Office
g. Respondus Monitoring (via Canvas)


Required textbooks and materials for NUR 340:
1. Ignatavicius, D. D., Rebar, C. R., & Heimgartner, N., M. (2025). Medical-surgical nursing- Concepts for clinical judgment and collaborative care. (11th ed). St. Louis, Mi: Elsevier (360).
2. McCuistion, L. E., Dimaggio, K., Winton, M. B., & Yeager, J. (2023). Pharmacology-A patient-centered nursing process approach (12th ED). St. Louis, Mi: Elsevier (360).
Students are required to keep all, hard and/ or electronic textbooks from anatomy & physiology, and each previous nursing course.
 


	OPTIONAL BOOKS


	1. Colgrove, K. C., & Hargrove-Huttel, R. A. (2020). Med-Surg Success 5th ed). Philadelphia, PA: F.A. Davis.
2. Ohman, K. A. (2017). Davis’s Q & A for the NCLEX-RN Examination. Philadelphia, PA: F.A. Davis.


	Online Resources
	BSU network account for email and Canvas
Wolters Kluwer – thePoint - included in eBook package

	
TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
	Technical Assistance:
If you have any issues with your course(s), or related technology, please contact the Nursing Simulation and Information Technology Center (SITC) directly at 765-285-5584 (Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Eastern Time).
 
If you have problems with Canvas between the hours 5:00 PM and 8:00 AM or weekends, you can contact the University Technology Support (UTS) Helpdesk 765-285-1517 select prompt 2 (24 hours daily) or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. Do not contact the UTS Helpdesk between the hours of 8:00AM – 5:00PM Monday through Friday unless instructed by the Nursing SITC.

	COURSE POLICIES
	Attendance: Attendance at all classes, clinical, and laboratory sessions are required of all students. It is expected if you attend one nursing course during the day, you will attend all courses that day.
Class: When absence from any assigned class session is necessitated, immediately email the classroom instructor, before the start of class and include your name, phone number, and reason for the absence. In the event you are unable to send an email, call the office of the Baccalaureate Program Secretary (765-285-5599) and leave the above message as well as classroom instructor’s name. On return to class, the student must plan any class make-up with the classroom instructor. Documentation may be requested by the instructor for excused absences in order for the student to be allowed to make-up missed course work. 

In person attendance at all classes, clinical, and laboratory sessions are required of all students. Remote attendance for class is not an option. 

Students who miss two classes or two clinical/laboratory sessions will be required to meet with appropriate faculty to discuss their ability to satisfactorily progress in the course and may be required to withdrawal from the course.

Participation and Timeliness: Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success.  Respect and professionalism must be demonstrated at all times in class and laboratory settings. Students are expected to be on time and prepared for all class and campus lab sessions. Tardiness, incivility, disruptive and unprofessional behaviors will not be tolerated in any class. This includes the use of social media during class.   

Students must be on time and ready to start at the time the class is scheduled to begin and not prepare for leaving before the time the class is scheduled to be dismissed. Content Quiz points may not be given to you if you come in late or leave early. Laptop computers, tablets, or other electronic devices must be utilized for classroom activities only. Requests for cell phone exceptions related to urgent family communication may be requested by the course instructor before class begins. 

You are expected to be an active participant in the course. This course is designed in the flipped classroom approach. You are expected to complete the reading, recorded lectures and assignments per the course calendar prior to class, and come to class ready to be an active participant in the discussion and other forms of collaboration and communication. You should be willing and ready to regularly communicate with faculty and your classmates. You will participate in weekly activities in this course. You will need to log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official BSU University email account daily. Doing so will allow you to view announcements, participate in class activities, prepare for and complete assignments and assessments. 
ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments will be due to course faculty on dates noted on course calendar. Be sure to check and make sure any assignment has uploaded to Canvas. You are responsible to verify assignment is submitted. Assignments not turned in by the calendar due date and time will receive a “0” (zero). There will be no makeup points for missed EAQ quizzes unless there are extenuating circumstances. Each student is to do his/her own work on all quizzes, assignments, and exams without use of any assistance from others or other sources.

Content Quizzes: There will be 10-5 question/5 point quizzes given during class and will cover the content from your prep. The Content Quizzes will be administered via Canvas, typically at the start of class. Failure to be present in class and failure to complete the quiz during this time will receive a score of 0. See course calendar for dates and topics.

Use of AI: During this class, we may use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. You will be informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. It is the expectation that AI is only used to help brainstorm assignments or projects or to revise existing work you have written. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. Using ChatGPT or other generative AI applications without instruction from faculty will result in a grade of zero.
 
Classroom and Clinical Conduct: Professional conduct is a key element of satisfactory evaluations in clinical and the classroom setting. Always be professional.

The Disability Services Office: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact your instructors as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State.  Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. Unvaccinated students are required to wear masks and practice physical distancing in the Learning Center.  
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://ballstate.go-redrock.com.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses.  If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.

Communication: For any communication with the School of Nursing, always use your BSU email. The instructor will typically respond to email communication within 24 hours of receiving them on weekdays, 48 hours on weekends and may not respond over holidays.

Student responsibility: A student should respond to a faculty member’s email communication within 48 hours of receiving the email from the faculty. The faculty does not expect the student to respond over weekends and holidays.
	
Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines titled Student Academic Ethics Policy as presented on the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs Website, https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity, and the Program Handbook.
 
NOTE: Any evidence of academic dishonesty will follow the university policies and may result in a “zero” grade for the assignment (test, quiz, paper, Canvas discussions, care plans, pre-class and in-class assignments, etc.).

Academic Assessment: Students are required to participate in course assessment activities.  A copy of sample papers will be collected from students as part of program assessment. Students are also requested to complete course, clinical, and faculty evaluations at the end of the semester. At the end of the program, students will complete an exit program survey.

Reflection of Diversity: Ball State University aspires to attract and retain a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence and university resources https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center/resources

Student Success Services: Visit Programs and Services for a list of programs and services to support and engage students at Ball State.
The number one concern of the Ball State Counseling Center is the health and mental health of the Ball State community. The Counseling Center is offering both in-person and telehealth appointments. Visit the Counseling Center for more information.
The Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University's campus food pantry. The pantry is located in the lower level of the Student Center, Room L-27 and is available for use to all undergraduate and graduate students.

Director of Student Services: Nick Atlas
College of Health, HB 214
765-285-4140
Nickolas.atlas@bsu.edu


	CLINICAL POLICIES 
	Attendance: Students will be excused from a scheduled clinical/laboratory only for serious personal illness or the death of an immediate family member. Excused absence for serious personal illness or death of an immediate family member follows the university policy.  Absence from class and/or clinical may affect the student’s grade and ability to pass the course. Arrangements may be made to make up missed work depending on the extent of the absence and type of missed work.

Students who miss a clinical/laboratory session will be required to discuss make-up requirements with appropriate faculty. A missed clinical day must be rescheduled as soon as possible through consultation with the clinical faculty and the classroom faculty as needed. A missed clinical day at the end of the semester may result in an incomplete for the course.

Attendance is required during the orientation and skills period. If the student does not attend “orientation”, the student may be required to withdraw from the course. Exceptions, with appropriate documentation, will only be made under specific circumstances as approved by faculty.
If a student is late or unable to attend clinical, he or she must notify the agency and/or clinical faculty one hour prior to the time of the experience. Leave a message including your name, phone number, date, and time of call. Failure to notify the clinical unit/agency and clinical faculty of lateness or absence will result in an unsatisfactory clinical day. In the event you are unable to reach your clinical instructor, call the office of the Baccalaureate Program Secretary (765-285-5599) and leave the above message as well as your clinical instructor’s name. 

In the event of SEVERE weather conditions, use your best judgment as to your ability to travel safely to and from a clinical agency. Be in contact with your clinical instructor. Clinical days missed due to such weather conditions must be made up.

Requirements: There are 90 required clinical hours for NUR 340. Students are expected to be on time and prepared and to remain at the assigned clinical site for the entire scheduled time. Clinical time is typically spent on orthopedic, medical/surgical, rehab, and surgical admissions unit. Students are responsible to attend as scheduled and to be on time with any required paperwork complete. (NOTE: Some experiences will be outside normal clinical time frames because of agency hours. This is considered part of the arranged hours for the course.)

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT IS A KEY ELEMENT OF SATISFACTORY EVALUATIONS AT ALL AGENCIES.  
Evaluation of student progress in terms of the achievement of the course outcomes is a continuous process that includes observations of student performance in the clinical area and written clinical work.  

Students are expected to: 
1) come to clinical labs prepared for experiences, 
2) perform all previously learned skills satisfactorily, and 
3) apply knowledge from previous courses to care of the patient in the clinical settings.  

Students are required to follow agency policies and procedures and to seek faculty guidance: 
1) as questions arise, 
2) if a student has rarely or never performed the procedure on a patient, and/or 
3) if the faculty requests.  

Students are enrolled in a professional program and are responsible and accountable for safe clinical performance. Satisfactory clinical/lab performance is required for the student to pass the course.

A complete care plan provides guidance for safe clinical practice.  Preparation for each hospital clinical experience starts one hour immediately prior to the start of the clinical shift and includes, at a minimum, completion of the face page and completed medication information (you may not administer medications without a completed medication sheet). 

A satisfactorily completed nursing care plan will be submitted to the clinical instructor by 2359 of the day before clinical (generally, you have one week to complete care plans and clinical paperwork). 

Clinical preparation for each alternative experience (such as SAU & rehab) will involve completion of a written and/or digital assignment following specific guidelines for the clinical experience. See Canvas “Clinical Information” tab for details. These are required clinical hours and failure to complete may result in an unsatisfactory without prior notification and arrangements (see above attendance policy). The written preparation must be turned in to the clinical faculty following the clinical experience prior to the next clinical day and the observation form uploaded to CORE unless otherwise instructed. 

[bookmark: _Hlk102833588]If clinical paperwork or Shadow Health is turned after the due date and time, an additional written paper will be given for the first offense. Students who turn in the clinical paperwork late for a second time will receive an unsatisfactory clinical day and will be required to complete an assignment designated by the instructor. Students who are late submitting their clinical paperwork for a third time will receive the second unsatisfactory clinical day and this would result in a clinical failure which results in a course failure.

Weekly clinical evaluations will be completed by the clinical instructor in CORE and are to be signed off by the student each week prior to the next clinical lab. Students are encouraged to make an appointment to meet with faculty when questions arise.  Midterm and final conferences with the clinical faculty are required.

Please see clinical rubric for how clinical points can be lost. 

Clinical rubric rev 12.25.docx


Uniform Policy: Students must wear the approved BSU School of Nursing uniform and official name badge any time they are at a clinical site or on campus for labs, clinical preparation, or observation. The uniform should reflect a professional image, including good hygiene, neatness, and appropriateness. Safety and infection control standards must also be followed. Wearing the Ball State name badge means you represent the School of Nursing. If a student arrives in unacceptable attire or without a name badge, they may be sent home, receive an unsatisfactory clinical day, and be required to make up the missed time. However, the make-up will not remove the unsatisfactory day. See the clinical point reduction rubric for details. 
BSU School of Nursing Handbook Page 27
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/nursing/current-students
In addition, students must have the following:
1. Watch with sweep second hand with sixty second markings
2. Bandage scissors
3. Littmann Stethoscope
4. Pens:  Black ballpoints
5. Small pocket notebook
6. Electronic clinical references

No other electronics are permitted in clinical agencies including, but not limited to, cell phones or computers. Devices which access electronic references must not be used for personal communication during clinical time. Smart watches may only be worn and used during a clinical rotation for the purposes of time, searching for medication information and/or to assist in vital sign assessment.  Any other uses are prohibited and may result in an unsatisfactory clinical day up to and including a clinical failure.

Skills Laboratory: Time in the skills lab is scheduled for the first clinical day to review skills including fluid administration management of enteral feedings, injections, and PCAs. The new skills for 340 include: IV insertion, IV push medication administration, phlebotomy, blood administration, and NG tube insertion and management.

Unsatisfactory Clinical Performance: The student will be required to make up an unsatisfactory lab. The make-up lab will not erase the original unsatisfactory clinical lab.  

See the Baccalaureate Nursing Program Handbook for a description of unsatisfactory behaviors.Some examples include: 
· being late to the clinical setting
· lack of preparation in any clinical setting 
· incomplete plan of care by time designated by instructor
· clinical paperwork turned in late unless otherwise approved
· unprofessional behaviors or unprofessional communication with patients/family, agency staff, colleagues, and/or faculty
· Unprofessional behaviors include the use of social media sites during clinical time either in an agency or an on-campus lab. 
· improper attire (not in uniform)
· lack of communication with clinical instructor including failure to notify instructor of tardiness, absence, need for assistance with task or skill, or need to leave the floor
· violation of HIPPA regulations
· unsatisfactory performance of clinical skills

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/nursing/current-students

The faculty will determine whether a student’s clinical conduct and actions are appropriate to the welfare of the patient and/or others in the clinical setting. Should it be determined that a student’s conduct in clinical has been observed to be detrimental to the health and safety of the patient or others in the clinical setting, the faculty will dismiss the student from the clinical setting with an unsatisfactory rating for the day. A written clinical assignment may be required as a consequence of dismissal from the clinical setting. 

Depending on the seriousness of the situation, one unsatisfactory clinical day may result in clinical failure of the course with a grade of F regardless of the didactic (lecture) grade. Situations which may constitute clinical failure of the course include unsafe or potentially unsafe action(s), failure to improve clinical skills or written work, unsatisfactory patient care, or unprofessional conduct. 

Two unsatisfactory clinical days will result in clinical failure with a course grade of F regardless of the didactic (lecture) grade.

Fraternization: During and following your clinical experience, fraternization with clients previously unknown to you is inappropriate and professionally unethical. In addition, students are not to buy items/gifts for clients nor should items/gifts be accepted from clients. Students are not to give personal phone numbers, addresses, or information related to other students to clients/families/significant others. During your clinical experience, fraternization with staff previously unknown to you is inappropriate and professionally unethical (Baccalaureate Program Handbook, current). 
Confidentiality: Breach of confidentiality is a serious error and the student will automatically receive an unsatisfactory clinical day.  Breach of confidentiality may result in course failure (Baccalaureate Program Handbook, current). 
NOTE**** Please see added Clinical Rubric 


	GRADING POLICIES 
	Grades are private and available only on Canvas.  Communication with the instructor of a confidential nature is to be conducted via your BSU email.

Successful completion of NUR 340 includes ALL of the following:
1. An overall average of 78% or higher on exams prior to adding other assignments.
2. An overall grade of 72% in the course.
3. Consistent demonstration of satisfactory clinical performance.
4. Satisfactory performance on skills competencies.
5. Satisfactory completion of dosage calculation competency at 90%.
6. Attendance at midterm and final conferences with clinical faculty.
7. Completion of School of Nursing requirements as scheduled.

It is the policy of the School of Nursing that examination scores must average 78% or higher to progress to the next semester of nursing courses. There is no curving or rounding of scores. Individual nursing classes have examination policies, including make-up, and will be found in the individual class syllabi. *If a student receives a C or higher in a course but does not receive a 78% test average or higher, they will not be able to progress to the next level of courses in the nursing program. 

Baccalaureate Nursing Grading Scale 
The School of Nursing utilizes the grading system established by the University with grades A, B, C, D, and F, including the plus and minus format. The grading scale for the School of Nursing for required courses is as follows:

	92 - 100% = A
	70 - 71.9% = C-

	90 - 91.9%= A-
	68 - 69.9% = D+

	88 – 88.9% = B+
	62 - 68.9% = D

	82 - 87.9% = B
	60 - 61.9% = D-

	80 - 81.9% = B-
	 0 -  60% = F

	78 - 79.9% = C+
	

	72 - 77.9% = C
	



The student's total performance including course work and exam scores will be calculated to determine the course grade. 

Due to the professional and safety qualities necessary in nursing, a grade of C- or lower or an average exam score of less than 78% is unacceptable in all required nursing courses.  If the exam score falls below 78%, the student's overall grade will be posted as a C-.


	EXAMINATION POLICIES 
	 There will be four-unit exams and a final exam that will consist of comprehensive questions. Exams will cover assigned readings and online activities, videos, and class/lab activities. You are expected to review pertinent content taught in previous courses. Pertinent content from earlier courses will be integrated into examinations.
Exam dates and content are listed on the course calendar. A student who scores less than 78% on an exam should plan to attend the scheduled test review and/or schedule a meeting with classroom faculty for discussion of study skills and methods to improve exam scores. Meeting this expectation is the student’s responsibility.
Clinical calculation questions or dosage-calculation problems may be included in each exam. Students may not use outside calculators to answer these questions, but the calculator will be available within the exam.
In accordance with the Joint Commission, rules concerning trailing zeros and/or the lack of a leading zero will be followed on all dosage calculations in the course. https://www.jointcommission.org/facts_about_do_not_use_list/
Exams will be taken in the classroom using Respondus lockdown on their own laptops. Exams will be scheduled for an hour of class time. If you have accommodations that require extended testing time, you will need to make arrangements with the learning center at least 5 business days prior to the scheduled exam. If you are unable to obtain an appointment during the testing period immediately contact your course faculty to make arrangements.
• It is your responsibility to complete the practice Respondus Lockdown Browser quiz before the first exam to make sure your computer technology is ready. This process should be repeated anytime there is a change in the device you use. (Ex: system updates, new or borrowed computer.)
•On exam days, you must bring your student ID and your computer fully charged to class, as we cannot guarantee there will be a charging station available. If your computer is not charged, you may not be able to complete the exam.
• Be in your seat on time and prepared for the exam. If you arrive after the start of the exam, you will only be permitted to enter the room at the next exam release time or at the discretion of the instructor. A 10% deduction on your exam will be given if you are late or fail to contact course faculty prior to class. Without previous arrangements, a grade of zero may be given for any exam not completed within the testing period.
•You will need to leave all materials (books, bags, calculator, notes, silenced phones, smart watches, and other electronic devices) in a secured location designated by the instructor. A blank dry erase board may be used during the exam. The student is responsible for providing the dry erase board, no larger than 8x11 inches, dry erase markers, and an eraser. The board must be erased and shown to faculty before leaving the classroom.
· If any suspicious behavior is observed, you may asked to exit the exam and the testing area immediately. A thorough investigation will be completed. Consequences will follow course and program guidelines.
In the case of serious personal illness (i.e. emergency department visit or hospitalization) or the death of an immediate family member, students are expected to contact the course instructor regarding the situation. Alternative arrangements will be made. A doctor’s note or evidence of attendance at the funeral may be requested. A missed exam must be made up within five (5) school days after the scheduled test date. Make-up exams may be in a different format and may consist of short answer and/or essay questions. Only one make-up exam is allowed unless extraordinary circumstances exist and course faculty grants permission.
No questions may be challenged beyond one week following the test.
FINAL EXAMINATION: The final examination is a comprehensive test containing 100 questions over material assigned during the semester. This examination will be taken during the time designated by the university using Respondus lockdown browser. The examination is 120 minutes in length. If you have accommodations that require extended testing time, you will need to make arrangements with the learning center at least 5 days prior to your scheduled exam time. Students will need to be prepared to charge their computer to last through the exam.






Required Pre-Licensure Courses					
	NUR 228
	NUR 322
	NUR 402

	NUR 230
	NUR 330
	NUR 404

	NUR 231
	NUR 340
	NUR 406

	
	NUR 350
	NUR 423

	 
	NUR 370
	NUR 425

	
	
	NUR 430 (Tier 3)



 
	ASSIGNMENT
	
	TOTAL POINTS 

	Exam 1
	50 questions
	100

	Exam 2
	50 questions
	100

	Exam 3
	50 questions
	100

	Final Exam
	100 questions
	200

	Content Quizzes (via Canvas, scheduled per the course calendar)
	9 quizzes @ 5 points each
	45

	Homework: Sherpath Lessons
	23 lessons @ 5 points each
	115

	Homework: EAQ Quizzes Sherpath 
	14 Quizzes @ 10 points each
	140

	Introduction Video 
	Introduction Video 1 assignment 
	20

	Shadow Health Clinical Assigments 
	3 assigments @ 25 points each
	75

	Digital Clinical Assignment

	1 assigned Digital care plan @ 30 points
	30

	Clinical Points
	25 points for entire semester
	25

	--------------------------------------------------------------
	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE 
	950



Students must achieve a total of 390/500 points in exam to pass the course. Quiz, assignments, and participation points will be added after the student has achieved 78% for exam scores. The total course grade, based on exam scores and all other assignments must also average at least 72%.

	WITHDRAWAL DATE 
	Spring 2026 withdrawal ends  3/19/2026
The Course Withdrawal Period end date for the semester is provided in the BSU Office of the Registrar calendar available at: https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/calendars/administrative/registrar
Student initiated course withdrawal during the withdrawal period will be accepted and recorded a “W” if the student is passing the course. If a student has failed a clinical competency or failed clinically the student will have a grade of “F”.

	INCOMPLETE GRADE
	An Incomplete grade (I) will be given for extenuating circumstances only. The reason is usually related to an illness, not excessive work demands. An I grade is given for a student who has to complete one paper, or one similar work. Written documentation is required to justify the Incomplete (I) grade.



The School of Nursing, College, and University cannot guarantee that any student will pass a course or NCLEX-RN.  Your success will be determined by several factors beyond the instruction you receive in the classroom including your test-taking skills, your satisfactory completion of clinical and campus lab requirements, and your willingness to read/study outside of class.  NCLEX-RN questions are generated from a variety of textbooks, references, and databases; therefore, a thorough understanding of the subject matter according to assigned readings for this program is required. 
	Faculty Name 
	Date Reviewed and/or Updated for Each Semester

	Mrs. Kari May, MSN, RN
	12/29/25

	Mrs. Taylor Johnston 
	12/30/25
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