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Ball State University 
ECYF 630
School, Family, and Community Partnerships     

Course Syllabus – Fall 2026



Dr. Eva Zygmunt
E-mail:  emzygmuntfil@bsu.edu (Please allow 24 hours email response time)
Office Hours:  M-F - Virtual online office hours by appointment. Evenings and weekends are also a possibility with enough notice. Please e-mail to set up a time, I am happy to help. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Important and complex roles of parents and parent substitutes in the educational development of young children are examined. Factors affecting parent-child interactions and skills needed for effective parenting are studied and related to the educational process. Parent involvement as a significant factor in early childhood education is emphasized.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By completing the requirements for this course, students will…

1. review research which documents the importance of family engagement in schools and other educational programs for children. 
2. learn how family engagement benefits children, families, teachers, schools, and communities.
3. develop an understanding of the diverse structures and associated needs of today’s families.
4. become aware of challenges to family engagement and strategies to overcome those barriers.
5. gain knowledge of professional standards for family engagement programs and home-school-community partnerships.

READINGS

REQUIRED TEXT: 
Gestwicki, C. (2016).  Home, school, and community relations (9th ed.). Cengage Learning.



OPTIONAL TEXT: 

While the APA Publication Manual is not required, it may be a helpful resource (I highly recommend you get one if you do not already have one). All citations and references for written work MUST use the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th edition format. The APA Publication Manual is available at bookstores. You can also find APA bibliographic formats at a variety of websites such as Purdue OWL, available at: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

ADDITIONAL READINGS: 

Additional required readings will be included in each learning module. These readings will be available via online links, as PDFs or through the BSU Library Course Reserves System.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

(*Please see the course calendar for assignment due dates)

1. Discussions (15pts. Each)
Discussions will be used to share ideas and opinions about information presented through readings, PowerPoint presentations, videos, websites, etc. To insure relevant and thoughtful participation, students are expected to complete all assigned readings and activities for each module before entering discussions.  

During assigned modules, an original response to one or more of the discussion prompts/threads must be posted by the assigned due date listed on the course calendar.  This response must show evidence of participation in course readings and activities by including two bolded quotes from course content. The response must also include one bolded question to encourage discussion among students.  In addition, at least three replies to classmates’ comments must be posted by the end of the module unless specified otherwise. 

*Important – Late posts: postings after the module has ended will not receive credit unless prior arrangements have been negotiated and approved by course instructor due to an emergency or unusual circumstances.  

Discussion participation should be continuous throughout the module time period, rather than concentrated into a period of 2-3 consecutive days. Students are expected to post to the discussion topic on at least three days during each module. The discussion environment is designed as a “safe student space.” Therefore, comments judged by the professor as derogatory or inappropriate for the purposes of the discussion will be removed, all points will be forfeited, and additional action may be taken as deemed necessary. Specific criteria for posts and responses will be provided on CANVAS and within each module. 



2. Family Engagement Project

Listed below are the three assignments that make up the Family Engagement Project. One is your proposal, the second is a report on your progress, and the third is the project itself. They each have their own instructions and due dates. 

a. Family Engagement Project (FEP) Proposal – (25 points)
Each student will submit a FEP Proposal to the professor for approval prior to beginning work on the project. Specific instructions for this proposal are available in the module. 

b. Family Engagement Project Progress Report – (25 points)
Each student will report the progress they have made, progress remaining, challenges, and report any changes to the original proposal prior to the final submission.     
                                                                                      
c. Family Engagement Project – (100 points)                                                                                      Each student will design and complete a meaningful project relevant to the content of this course. The completed project will be submitted near the end of the course and shared with others via the discussion board. Specific instructions for this assignment will be presented in a future module. 

3. Policy Briefing Assignment

	For this assignment, you are to create a one-page, single-spaced persuasive 	argument for the inclusion of content relative to family / school / community 	engagement as part of any program of educator (or family-facing professional) 	preparation.  
		1.  Address your statement to the person / program / institution / 				government agency you want to convince.  Advocacy can take many 			forms.  For some of you, this may be your school district, for others it may 		be the post-secondary institution that prepared you, and for others this 			may be the Indiana Higher Education Commission that makes decisions 			about educator preparation throughout the state.  
		2. Begin your argument with a statement sharing who you are, and your 			purpose in writing.
		3. Continue your statement with compelling information, grounded in the 		research to which you've been exposed all semester.  Make passionate 			statements which cite research, and to which your reader can connect 			cognitively and emotionally.  Express urgency!
		4.  Be sure to include the impact of family / school / community 				engagement on all stakeholders, including students / families / schools / 			educators / communities.  Be persuasive.
		5.  End you statement with an invitation to action.  Express what impact 			you hope your argument will have on the reader.
4. Final Reflection Essay – (100 points)

A final reflection, guided by essay questions/scenarios, will be completed 	during the final module. Questions and detailed information will be presented in our final module. This will serve as your final exam. 


COURSE ATTENDANCE & MODULE LAUNCH/AVAILABILITY DATES  

This course is designed as an asynchronous online course. This means that you will not be required to log in at any particular time or on any given day each week, but you will be provided materials and resources for each module, with deadlines and guidance posted for all required assignments and discussions. The expectation is that students will log in several times a week to engage with the course materials, classmates, and instructor. If you are not going to be able to log in during a particular time frame, please email your course instructor as soon as you know that. All assignments and discussions are due on the dates listed on the calendar and in Canvas (see SYLLABUS, CALENDAR, TEXTS & IMPORTANT INFORMATION module).

Course modules will be released at the beginning of each module. Also, keep in mind that additional guidance and/or information may become available as the semester progresses. There will not be changes in course requirements, but occasionally due dates are extended or adjusted based on outside circumstances (think COVID-19, March 2020). It is vital that you read all emails and announcements to remain well-informed of any of these adjustments. 

*DOCTORAL STUDENTS

Doctoral students must contact the instructor during the first week of the course to provide information about their course of study, areas of interest/specialization, a timeline for completion of comprehensive written exams, doctoral committee chair’s name, etc. Once this information is obtained, your instructor, in consultation with your committee chair, will develop an additional project and/or series of assignments that will help you to fulfill requirements for the doctoral program and enhance your studies. 

ASSESSMENT

A total of 425 points is possible for this course:
Discussion Boards					100 points
Family Engagement Project Proposal			  25 points
Family Engagement Project Progress Report		  25 points
Family Engagement Project				100 points
Policy Briefing Assignment				75 points
Final Reflection					100 points





Grades are assigned using the following scale.

      Percentage   Grade                 Percentage   Grade

	94 - 100%	A		74- 76		C
	90 - 93		A-		70- 73		C-
	87 - 89		B+		67 - 69		D+
	84 - 86		B		64 - 66		D
	80 - 83		B-		60 – 63		D-
	77 - 79		C+		below 60	F


DUE DATES AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS**

Students are expected to complete and submit assignments by the designated due date and time. Due dates are provided within announcements and course modules. Assignments must be submitted no later than 11:59PM. (EST) on the designated due date unless specified otherwise. 

**Due to the length of time provided to complete each module, LATE submissions will NOT be accepted except in cases of emergency. In the event of an emergency or death in the family, please contact the course instructor as soon as possible to coordinate “instructor approved,” alternative due date(s). It is essential that you pay close attention to all due dates and times. Please remember all due dates are set within CANVAS at BSU time which is Eastern Standard Time (EST). If you live or work outside of the BSU time zone, please allow ample time for the time difference. (Depending on individual circumstances, previously negotiated and preapproved late submissions may result in reduction of letter grade per course instructor’s discrepancy.)

IMPORTANT:  The Final Reflection (i.e., final exam) MUST be submitted by 11:59 PM on the designated due date. A Final Reflection submitted after 11:59 PM on the designated due date will be assigned a grade of 0. 

USE OF APA

As emerging academic scholars in our field, a portion of your grade for each assignment will be based on mechanics of writing (APA citation, grammar, punctuation, spelling, organization of ideas, etc.) Therefore, points will be deducted for incorrect spelling, punctuation, APA citation. Written work, including in-text citations and reference lists, must follow the editorial guidelines set forth by the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th Edition. 

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 

Students are expected to have access at all times to appropriate technology, hardware, email and software required to complete this course. Free or discounted Word, PPT, and other software are available from BSU via download. Students should contact CANVAS Support and/or the University Computing Services HelpDesk for technology-related questions and problems.  The HelpDesk can be contacted by phone (765-285-1517) or email (helpdesk@bsu.edu).  Students on campus can stop by the HelpDesk in the Bracken Library building (BL), room 101.  Online chat is also available to help resolve technology problems.  A link to the technology HelpDesk is included on the BSU site.

****Technology File Save & Upload Reminders

As with all technology, unpredictable technical issues occur from time to time. Therefore, it is YOUR responsibility to verify after loading a post or assignment submission that your entry posts and displays/confirms time recorded. In the event that the CANVAS times out and this results in lost data, you should always SAVE file copies of your original Discussion posts and assignments prior to posting or upload on your own hard drive or flash drive. *Unless prior arrangements have been preapproved by the course instructor a “0” will be recorded for assignments or discussions that are missing or do not appear in the CANVAS Grading Environment by the due date.  


UNIVERSITY STATEMENTS
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter.

TITLE IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
What happens after I report? 
The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.
UNIVERSITY GRADE APPEALS POLICY
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.
STUDENT ACADEMIC ETHICS POLICY
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
GENERATIVE AI STATEMENT
The use of Generative AI tools, including ChatGPT, is permitted in this course for students who wish to use them. You may choose to use AI tools to help brainstorm assignments or projects or to revise/edit existing work you have written. However, you must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. AI tools should not be used as a primary generator of text for discussion boards or assignments.  
Using an AI tool as a primary generator of content and/or without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.

UNIVERSITY RESOURCES

THE LEARNING CENTER
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.
THE WRITING CENTER
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
THE BASIC NEEDS HUB
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.
THE COUNSELING CENTER
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
THE SPEAKING CENTER
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.



CANVAS AND STUDENT PRIVACY

CANVAS ACCESSIBILITY
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).
FERPA AND PRIVACY
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.
COURSE CONTENT OWNERSHIP & COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.
https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true  

STANDARDS

The following standards from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) are relevant to this course:

GEN.EC.VII  Family and Community Partnerships

Accomplished early childhood teachers work with and through families and communities to support children’s learning and development.

GEN.EC.IX  Reflective Practice

Accomplished early childhood teachers regularly analyze, evaluate, and synthesize to strengthen the quality and effectiveness of their work.




MISSION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD, YOUTH, AND FAMILY STUDIES

The mission of the Department of Early Childhood, Youth, and Family Studies is to prepare and empower students to support children and families within various home, educational, community, and professional environments.  We promote excellence, advocacy, and leadership through community-engaged, equity-focused, and culturally responsive pedagogies that integrate current research, theory, and practice.
