Syllabus for HONR 190-01 (CRN 37324)
What Is Beauty?
Fall 2025

Alex Kaufman, Instructor
Course Information

Meeting Time and Place: This course will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30-10:45 in Ball
Honors House, Room 124.

Contact Information

Alex Kaufman

Office: Ball Honors House, Room 210

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:00 PM, and by appointment

Email: alkaufman@bsu.edu

Office Phone: 765-285-9222

Personal Zoom Room:
https://bsu.zoom.us/my/alkaufman?pwd=VE10N2hYZ2FxSkprb2FMZVIuW;ZSZz09

Course Catalogue Description

Interdisciplinary, cross-cultural introduction to humanistic and artistic ways of knowing. Focus is
on the relationship between humanities and the arts and students' plans for a fulfilling career and
a meaningful life. Course title and theme will vary. Open to Honors College students and by
departmental approval.

Course Description

This course will be a study of the world around us and what we and others consider to be
beautiful and why. We will read some global perspectives on aesthetics that explore aspects of
beauty in literature, art, music, nature, the physical world, and existence. We will discover the
beauty of our campus, hear from professionals who work within the broad field of aesthetics,
engage with texts/objects/places with concepts of beauty in mind, formulate a personal and
applicable working theory of beauty for one’s life, and create works that both reveal and also
challenge concepts of beauty. Students will not need to purchase a textbook for this class. 7%is
course counts as HONR 201, 202, or 203. Please speak with your Honors College advisor about
the substitution that makes sense for your degree plan.

Rationale for Inclusion of the Course in the UCC Ways of Knowing (Humanistic and
Artistic)

This introductory course is accessible to students in all majors and provides a student-directed
environment with small class sizes and ample opportunities for collaboration. Students enrolled
in the Honors College receive automatic placement in this Ways of Knowing course, but any
student at Ball State may receive departmental approval to enroll in an Honors College course.
The course design also allows for inclusion of high-impact practices such as one-on-one
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mentoring, reflection writing, and collaborative learning. The course is aligned with the ICC
Humanistic and Artistic Ways of Knowing by teaching students how to:
e Recognize and describe humanistic, historical, or artistic works or problems and patterns
of the human experience (ICC SLO 6.1).

e Analyze the concepts and principles of various types of humanistic or artistic expression

(ICC SLO 6.4).

e Analyze diverse narratives and evidence in order to explore the complexity of human
experience across space and time (ICC SLO 6.7).

Course Objectives

e Recognize and describe humanistic, historical, or artistic works or problems and patterns
of the human experience (ICC SLO 6.1).
e Analyze the concepts and principles of various types of humanistic or artistic expression

(ICC SLO 6.4).

e Analyze diverse narratives and evidence in order to explore the complexity of human
experience across space and time (ICC SLO 6.7).
e Demonstrate connections between the course frameworks and students’ preparation for a
fulfilling career and a meaningful life.

Course SLOs —
UCC/ICC SLOs —
Planned Assessment
Alignment

Course SLOs

UCC Ways of Knowing
(Humanistic) SLOs

Planned Assessment
Examples

Recognize and describe

humanistic, historical, or artistic
works or problems and patterns of
the human experience (ICC SLO

6.1).

Recognize and describe
humanistic, historical, or
artistic works or problems and
patterns of the human
experience (ICC SLO 6.1).

In journal reflections,
recognize and describe
the key questions,
problems, and patterns
that emerge from the
humanistic and artistic
figures and movements
we have studied in
class.

Analyze the concepts and
principles of various types of

humanistic or artistic expression

(ICC SLO 6.4).

Analyze the concepts and
principles of various types of
humanistic or artistic
expression (ICC SLO 6.4).

In small groups, analyze
and compare two of the
concepts of beauty that
we have studied in
class. Identify the
features that unite and
separate them and share
these findings with the
class in student-led
group presentations. On




your own, in your
journal reflections,
reflect on which
concepts or principles
of expression resonate
with you, your course
of study, or what you
consider a meaningful
life.

Analyze diverse narratives and
evidence in order to explore the
complexity of human experience
across space and time (ICC SLO
6.7).

Analyze diverse narratives and
evidence in order to explore the
complexity of human
experience across space and
time (ICC SLO 6.7).

In an individual course
project, analyze at least
two distinct concepts
produced in different
time periods and or
cultures. In your
project, explain how
this comparison across
cultures and time gave
you greater insight into
the values held by the
societies from which
these concepts emerged,
as well as the values
and concepts we share
in our own time and
how they impact you
and your own concepts
of and approaches
towards beauty.

Course Required Texts

e (Canvas handouts and online reading links

Course Policies

1. Attendance and Class Discussion: Your attendance is essential. This course is constructed
around discussion and workshopping ideas; as such, your active involvement is a
requirement for successful completion of the course and for learning. If you are not in
class, then you cannot participate in class discussion, small group exercises, peer review,
and informal presentations. Please email me if you anticipate missing a class.

2. Reading and Journaling: In order to participate in class discussion, you need to be active,
thorough, and thoughtful readers. We have journals for our class, and these will be a
place for you to write down your ideas, questions, feelings. The journals are also a space
for you to be creative. Please see the page on journaling for more information, and bring

your journals to class.
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Due Dates: The assignments are due on the dates announced. Late work will be accepted
if the absence was due to illness or a university sponsored event. However, I will not
accept late work once we have passed the two-week mark after the assignment was due,
unless you make arrangements with me.
Submitting Work: Unless otherwise stated, please submit all assignments through Canvas.
Email: Check your email regularly for updates and handouts. Make sure your @bsu.edu
account is working.
Technical Information: Become familiar with the class interface before the semester
begins and seek help if necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas
knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.
a. Technical Assistance: If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's
Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff and Canvas have put together many
“how to” videos that can guide you through many of the most common questions.
The Help Desk can be contacted at 765-285-1517 or by email at
helpdesk@bsu.edu.
Plagiarism: Please refer to Section VII and other applicable sections of the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities for information about what constitutes academic
dishonesty. If you have any questions regarding the proper citation of sources and
plagiarism, please talk with me.
Individual Communication: If I need to get in touch with you individually, I will use the
Canvas Inbox and/or email. You should communicate with me through either of those
two means if you want to get in touch with me individually: Canvas Inbox messaging
system or with your Ball State University email to my BSU email: alkaufman@bsu.edu
Disability Services Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because
of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services
office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability
needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability
Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Withdrawals: The course withdrawal period ends October 27, 2025 for a full term class.
Before this date, students can elect to receive a “W” for the course by completing and
submitting the proper form. The instructor’s permission is not required. For details, see
Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog.
Honors College Sustainability Policy: The Honors College community affirms its
commitment to protect and enhance the environment through our learning, research,
service, and administrative operations within the range of its academic mission. We seek
to foster a community that sustains ecological systems and promotes learning for
environmental awareness, local action, and global thinking. We seek to incorporate
environmental principles and environmentally responsible practices as fundamental and
integrated components of Honors College operations and programs.
University Diversity Statement: University Diversity Statement: Ball State University
aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student
body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome,
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and
among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed
in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here.



mailto:helpdesk@bsu.edu
mailto:alkaufman@bsu.edu
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center

Graded Assignments: See Canvas for instructions on all assignments
Points Grading Scale:

A:465-500 C+: 385-399 D-:300-314
A-:450-464 C: 365-384 F: everything below 300
B+: 435-449 C-:350-364

B: 415-434 D+: 355-349

B-: 400-414 D: 315-354

e Journals: 200 points total (50 points for each assessment; I’ll assess your journals 4 times
throughout the semester)
e Student Group Presentation Project: 50 points
e C(lass Participation: 100 points (half assessed at midterm, other half at finals)
e Course Project: 150 points total
o 40 points for first version
o 10 points for peer evaluations of first version
o 100 points for revised version

Note: Syllabus Is Subject to Change



