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Instructor:	Ryan M. Hourigan, Ph.D.			
Offices:	409B 	Hargreaves Music Building
E-mail:		rmhourigan@bsu.edu
Phone:		765-285-5406	
Office Hours:	by appointment	
Course Materials:
"Resonances: Engaging Music in Its Cultural Context" by Morgan-Ellis. 
· This is open access and can be found here: https://ung.edu/university-press/books/resonances-engaging-music.php

Course Description: This course will explore the role of music in shaping human experience
across diverse cultural, social, and personal contexts. Students will examine
how music functions in daily life, including its impact on identity development, health and wellbeing, cognitive function, communication, and social and emotional connection. Emphasis will be placed on developing students’ personal musicianship and critical listening skills, and the ways in which music reflects and influences cultural values and social interactions. These experiences will guide students’ investigation of music’s presence in their personal lives, local and global communities, social media and advertising, politics, and culture-specific ceremonies and rituals. Students of all backgrounds and experience levels will gain deeper appreciation for music’s power and meaning in today’s society and its potential to shape our lived experiences. Prior musical training is not required.

Course Rationale: MUSE 175 was created to fit within the UCC Beneficence themes of Being Human and Personal and Financial Wellness, specifically within the Social and Behavioral domain. As a reflective, exploratory course, it will lack prerequisites and remain available to students of all musical backgrounds and experience levels. Because classical and non-classical musicians often perceive vernacular music participation differently (Creech, A., et. al., 2008), music majors and minors will not be excluded from participating in MUSE 175. The course content will center around the artistic processes of music, i.e., connecting, listening and responding, performing, and creating, and will do so through the lens of the large body of research that links music participation with health and wellbeing (Viola, E., et. al., 2023).

Course activities like examining research, identifying and challenging preferences, collaborative
music making and creating personal expressions with music and sound will allow students to better understand the role and function of music in our daily lives.

Beneficence Themes
• Being Human: Exploring what makes us human, including the cultures and values that guide
us in an interconnected and rapidly changing universe.

• Personal and Financial Wellness: Enhancing physical and mental wellbeing, professional
success, and economic responsibility.

Course Learning Objectives: 

By the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

· Explore and evaluate primary and secondary musical sources (e.g., printed scores, manuscripts, recordings, reviews, and research) and assess their relevance to understanding musical preferences and practices. (ICC SLO 5.3).

· Debate and defend arguments regarding the relationships between music, identity, and health and wellbeing using evidence from assigned readings, course activities, and independent inquiry. (ICC SLO 5.4).

· Identify and explain the role of music in personal, social, and cultural contexts using appropriate music vocabulary and demonstrating awareness of how music reflects and shapes individual and collective behaviors. (ICC SLO 5.5).


University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the Vice President for Academic Affairs’ academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. The website also includes information on Title IX and the University Grade Appeal Policy. To learn about Ball State University’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with the instructor if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include, but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books). 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments, class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing). 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or go directly to 
bsu.navigate.eab.com 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have a student instructor (SI) for your course, that person will provide you with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, call 765-285-1006, or visit 
bsu.edu/learningcenter
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly.
The Counseling Center
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

Evaluation

Reading Summaries and Reactions (20%): Summaries and reactions to readings will be assigned periodically during the semester (see course schedule).  Details pertaining to format and length will be explained in detail during class. These summaries will focus on your unnderstandin
Concert Attendance Reflections (20%): Students will be required to attend four (4) concerts of their choice (one every other week), during the course of the semester. After attending each concert, they will complete a reflection answering the questions posed on canvas. 

Midterm Literature Review (20%): Students will complete a formal literature review assignment that will reveal students’ understanding of primary and secondary sources as well as their understanding of how music reflects and influences personal values, social norms, movements, culture, and significant historical and/or current events.

Midterm Exam (20%):  A midterm exam will be held based on class discussions and readings. A review will be provided in week 4 (four).

Final Exam (20%): A final exam will be held based on class discussions and readings. A review will be provided in week 4 (four).

Late work: Due dates are posted. Late work will not be accepted unless of an extenuating circumstance. Please contact your instructor in-advance.


Course Calendar

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments Due

	1
	8/24
	Course Introduction
	

	1
	8/26
	Music and Human Development (1)
	

	1
	8/28
	Music and Human Development (2)
	Summary and Reaction #1 (Chapter 1)-see Canvas for prompts

	2
	8/31
	Elements of Music (1)
	Start looking for a live concert event to attend. 

	2
	9/2
	Elements of Music (2)
	

	2
	9/4
	Dimensions of Sound/Music in the World
	Summary and Reaction #2 (Chapter 2)-see Canvas for prompts

	3
	9/7
	Music and Characterization (1)
	

	3
	9/9
	Music and Characterization (2)
	Summary and Reaction #3 (Chapter 3)-see Canvas for prompts

	3
	9/11
	Concert attendance discussion
	Concert Attendance Reflection #1 Due-See Canvas for Prompts

	
	
	
	

	4
	9/14
	Opera Elements
	

	4
	9/16
	Ballet, Dance and Movement with Music
	

	4
	9/18
	Assign and talk through Midterm literature review project.
	Summary and Reaction #4 (Chapter 4)-see Canvas for prompts

	5
	9/21
	Song (1)
	Start looking for a second live performance 

	5
	9/23
	Song (2)
	

	5
	9/25
	Songwriting in class
	Summary and Reaction #5 (Chapter 5)-see Canvas for prompts

	6
	9/28
	Song without words (1)
	

	6
	9/30
	Song without words (2)
	Summary and Reaction #6 (Chapter 6)-see Canvas for prompts

	6
	10/2
	Class discussion about live performance attendance.
	Concert Attendance Reflection #2 Due-See Canvas for Prompts

	7
	10/5
	Midterm Exam Prep
	

	7
	10/7
	Midterm Exam
	

	7
	10/9
	Individual Meetings regarding Literature Review Assignment
	No Class

	8
	10/12
	Fall Break
	

	8
	10/14
	Student Presentations (Lit Review)
	

	8
	10/16
	Student Presentations (Lit Review)
	Midterm Literature Review Due

	9
	10/19
	Overflow (Student Presentations)
	Start looking for another live event to attend.

	9
	10/21
	Storytelling through Music (1)
	

	9
	10/23
	Storytelling through Music (2)
	

	10
	10/26
	Public Concerts (1)
	

	10
	10/28
	Public Concerts (1)
	Summary and Reaction #7 (Chapter 7)-see Canvas for prompts

	

10
	

10/30
	

Class discussion about Concerts 
	
Concert Attendance Reflection #3 Due-See Canvas for Prompts

	11
	11/2
	Music and National Identity (1)
	

	11
	11/4
	Music and National Identity (2)
	

	11
	11/6
	TBA
	Summary and Reaction #8 (Chapter 9)-see Canvas for prompts

	12
	11/9
	Music for Support and Protest (1)
	

	12
	11/11
	Music for Support and Protest (2)
	

	12
	11/13
	TBA
	Summary and Reaction #9 (Chapter 10)-see Canvas for prompts

	13
	11/16
	Music for Spiritual Expression (1)
	

	13
	11/18
	
	Summary and Reaction #10 (Chapter 11)-see Canvas for prompts

	13
	11/20
	Live Concert Class Discussion
	Concert Attendance Reflection #4 Due-See Canvas for Prompts

	14
	11/23
	Music and Moving
	Read Chapter 12 (no summary due)

	14
	11/25
	Thanksgiving Break
	

	14
	11/27
	Thanksgiving Break
	

	15
	11/30
	What is good music?
	Read Chapter 13 (No Summary Due)

	15
	12/2
	Course wrap-up
	

	15
	12/4
	Final Exam Review
	

	16
	
	Final Exam week
	









