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AFA 101: Drawing Studio 
Syllabus, School of Art, BSU Spring 2026 

 
Instructor:  
Office:   
Office Hours:  
Phone:  
 

 
 

Catalog Course Description:  
Introduction to drawing and the application of basic principles and elements of art as they relate to 
drawing concepts. Emphasizes development of perceptual awareness and familiarity with a broad range 
of media and techniques. Open only to School of Art majors and minors.  
 
Course Text:  
Required readings will be provided by the instructor through Canvas. 
 
Course Rationale and Objectives:  
This is a basic drawing course. The course is meant to establish a foundation of drawing skills 
for a beginning artist in support of a range of media specializations. To this end, course content 
and assignments are focused on drawing a range of subjects from direct observation in a 
realistic manner.   

 
By the end of this course, successful students will be able to: 

• Carefully observe visual aspects of a range of subjects in relation to drawing them 
• Make appropriate compositional choices when planning a drawing. 
• Use quick and sustained sketch methods as part of the drawing process 
• Become familiar with the specific characteristics of various drawing media. 
• Use contour line to describe both the outer and inner shapes of a subject as well as 

its identifying details. 
• Accurately measure and describe the proportions of a subject or subjects. 
• Use linear and atmospheric perspective to show depth and form. 
• Use the principles of chiaroscuro (lights and darks) to portray forms and spaces. 
• Use a combination of drawing ideas to express gesture, mood, and content. 
• Effectively describe and constructively critique drawings and drawing methods in a 

group discussion and/or in writing. 
• Utilize, define, and articulate vocabulary terms and concepts applicable to Drawing. 
• Be productive in a supportive studio environment alongside other artists. 

 
 
Cell Phones:   
Phones are allowed, as long as they are not a distraction. If you are asked to put your phone 
away, you are expected to do so immediately. 

 
Cell phones are NOT ALLOWED AT ALL when we are working with a model. 

 
Supplies: 
Students are required to purchase all supplies on the supply list.  The Art Mart in the Village 
near campus has MOST of these supplies arranged in a pre-packaged kit for first year 
foundations students.  This will get you started in the class, but you will be required to purchase 

All	contact	info	is	available	on	the	
course	Canvas	page	and	is	shared	on	
the	first	day	in	class.	
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additional supplies throughout this course.  At the end of this document a complete supply list is 
provided. 
 
Students who do not have the required supplies for each class period can have their 
attendance grade penalized at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Lockers and Locks: 
You will be assigned a flat file in our classroom (AJ 452) by the instructor of this course.  You 
will be allowed to select a locker in the hallway or in the AJ building to use to keep your 
supplies.  You must provide your own lock for the locker.  On the first day your instructor will 
direct you to the lockers that are available for selection. 
 
Canvas, Emails, Announcements:  
All important information and your grades for this course will be maintained on CANVAS.  Visit 
our Canvas site regularly and inform me immediately if you have trouble accessing any 
materials. I communicate with students using the Canvas system through announcements and 
emails.  Please make sure your email is set to receive these emails.  
 
It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to read emails immediately and check the Canvas page often. 
 
Due dates and late penalties:  
All assignments are due on the stated due date/time to receive full credit.  Late work will receive 
a penalty of -10% per calendar day late at the discretion of the instructor.  If you know in 
advance you will have problems meeting a due date, please contact me PRIOR to see if 
arrangements can be made to avoid or reduce a penalty.   
 
Grading:  
Grades will be posted and maintained in the Canvas grade center.  Every effort will be made to 
grade all items shortly after the due date.  If you have a question about your grade, please see 
me during office hours or make an appointment. I do not discuss grades via email.  +/- grading 
will be used (Example: 80-83 = B-; 84-86 = B; 87-89 = B+). 
 
Your final grade in the course will be determined in the following manner: 

Attendance / Participation ................................................. 20% (6 or fewer absences)** 
Daily Drawing Portfolios ................................................... 50% 
Drawing Projects and Sketchbooks ................................. 30% 
 

Attendance/Participation  (20% of Final Grade)**:  
Attendance, punctuality and participation are of vital importance in a studio class.  If you are not 
present, are late or leave early, disappear for long periods of time, or do not clearly participate in 
class activities, your grade will be penalized at the discretion of the instructor.  If you have 6 
absences or fewer, your attendance will be graded as an assignment in this course.   
 
You are allowed THREE ABSENCES without penalty.  A 4th, 5th, and 6th absence results in a 
reduction of your final grade per absence.      
 
**ANY STUDENT WITH 7 ABSENCES OR MORE WILL RECEIVE AN “F” GRADE AS A 
FINAL GRADE IN THE COURSE. (This includes the 3 absences without penalty.) 
 
If you are absent on the day an assignment is due you must make arrangements to have your 
work turned in on time or late penalties will be applied to the assignment. 
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When you are absent it is your responsibility to communicate with the instructor regarding 
assignments and announcements.   
 
Planned absences.  Discuss planned absences in advance (at least 2 weeks if possible) with 
the instructor (medical appointments, etc.), but do your best not to schedule these during our 
class time. 
 
Absences are usually not excused.  Absences due to brief illnesses, appointments, family 
excursions, car trouble, and so on fall into the category of “discretionary absences”.  These are 
never excused and do not need to be reported to or justified to the professor.  
 
Extreme illness/hospitalization or school-sanctioned trips can be potentially excused with 
clear documentation of your required attendance, or a note from the doctor or the Dean of 
Students indicating you cannot attend class.  Discuss these absences as far in advance with the 
instructor as possible.   
 
Participation is an important part of ATTENDANCE.   
Participation is defined as showing up to class with your supplies and working productively and 
consistently for the entire class studio time.  It also requires contributing in a meaningful manner 
to critiques and discussions, asking questions when appropriate, and in general having a 
positive attitude and being mentally present and attentive to the instructor and your fellow 
students in class. 
 
Daily Drawings  (50% of final grade) 
In class we will complete a series of drawings.  These will be collected into three portfolios, one 
portfolio for each of 5 weeks of the class.  Each one of these portfolios represents 15% of your 
final grade. 
 
Drawing Projects (3) and Sketchbooks (3):  (30% of final grade) 
Outside of class you will complete 3 major homework drawings and 3 sketchbook tasks.  
Homework drawings will require a significant amount of time and some extra supplies.  
Sketchbook tasks will involve completing many sketches and small drawings over a 5 week 
period.  You must start these out of class tasks early to do well. 

 
School of Art Laptop Requirements and Waiver: 
All School of Art majors are required to have a laptop that meets the requirements stated in the 
School of Art Laptop Policy.  You may already have this laptop if this is not your first semester. 
 
For specific requirements see: 
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/admissions-and-financial-aid/laptop-policy    
 
In AFA 101 your laptop will be used primarily for communication, readings, and uploading 
images of your drawings into Canvas for grading purposes.  Students can receive a waiver from 
this policy, but you must complete and sign a waiver application.  This form is available in the 
first module in our Canvas site. 
 
Additional Fees: 
There is a chance that you will be charged an additional $10-$20 to your bursar account to pay 
for other supplies we would purchase as a class.  I will make every effort to keep costs to a 
minimum, and I would like to avoid any extra charges. 

 
GENERAL COURSE POLICIES: 

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/admissions-and-financial-aid/laptop-policy
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Health and Safety:  No dangerous or toxic materials will be used in this course.  You will also be 
expected to make certain that the Saturday School students in your charge are not exposed to harmful materials 
or situations due to your lack of attention, planning, or preparation. 

 

Supportive Learning Environment for ALL Students:  We are committed to ensuring that all 
members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and 
worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect 
and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, 
please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office 
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on 
file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be 
contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu . 

Course Ethics:  
I expect each student to be honest and respectful, both to me and to the other students in the 
class. Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  
 
Instances of academic misconduct such as cheating, plagiarizing, or submitting the work of 
someone else as your own will be dealt with quickly and seriously. You are responsible for 
understanding and abiding by Ball State’s code of Student Rights and Community Standards. 
Link to policy.  
 
Students with Disabilities:  
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have 
emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case 
the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible to 
discuss accommodations.  Any accommodation that requires modifying course or 
assignment requirements will require documentation from the Student Disabilities Office 
on campus.  
 
In Case of Emergency:  
In case of fire we will exit the classroom using the east stairwell to exit the building.   
In case of tornado we will move to the hallway outside our classroom and stand together. 
 
In Case of Bad Weather Conditions:  
Ball State rarely cancels classes due to bad weather.  But, to be considerate of those students 
who commute, I may decide to cancel class due to dangerous ice or heavy snow.  If I am 
cancelling class I will make an announcement by e-mail that morning if possible barring rapid 
changes.  I will make every effort to do this before 11 am.  If you have not heard from me by that 
time, feel free to call or text my cell. 
 
Course Calendar on the next page. 
 

  

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx
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AFA 101_5. Course Calendar. Spring 2026  

FINAL EXAM DATE: Thursday April 30th. 2:15-4:15 pm (AFTERNOON).  

Note: Based on unexpected events and our rate of progress through the various exercises and 
graded assignments planned for the semester, the events on the calendar below are subject 
to change.  

The Weekly Pages on Canvas (access from course home page) are usually updated each 
weekend. These pages also have a much higher detail with links to assignments and notes on 
events. I strongly encourage you to rely on the Canvas page instead of this rough summary of 
weekly topics and events.   

WEEKS and CONTENT EVENTS 
WEEK 1: Jan. 5-7-9.   
Discuss syllabus. Gesture exercises. Graded gesture drawing. 

 

WEEK 2: Jan. 12-14-16.   
Gesture Drawing cont’d. Contour Line exercises. Graded contour line drawing.  

 

WEEK 3: Jan. 19-21-23.   
Positive and Negative space exercises. Contour line studies. Graded contour line drawing. 

 

WEEK 4: Jan. 26-28-30.   
Organic subject studies and exercises. Organic subject drawing graded.  

 

WEEK 5: Feb. 2-4- 6.   
Organic vs. Mixed subject still life drawings. TWO graded still life drawings. 

Sketchbook 1 is due. 

WEEK 6: Feb. 9-11-13.   
Critique Project 1. Proportion drawing exercises. Proportion study graded.  

Project 1 is due.  Critique. 

WEEK 7: Feb. 16-18-20.   
Perspective Drawing intro and exercises. Intro to Project 2. 2 pt persp drawing graded. 

 

WEEK 8: Feb. 23-25-27.   
Empirical perspective intro and drawing, graded. Ellipses drawing, graded.  

 

WEEK 9: Mar. 2-4-6.   
SPRING BREAK 

 

WEEK 10: Mar. 9-11-13.   
Hallway perspective drawing. Graded. 

Sketchbook 2 is due. 

WEEK 11: Mar. 16-18-20.   
Critique Project 2. Value studies w/pencil and charcoal. Graded study.  

Project 2 is due. Critique. 

WEEK 12: Mar. 23-25-27.   
Value continued, charcoal, still life. Graded still life drawing. 

 

WEEK13: Mar. 30 April 1-3.   
Additive and subtractive value drawing techniques. Graded study. 

 

WEEK 14: April 6-8-10.   
Add/Subtr drawing cont’d. Reverse drawing. Drapery studies. Two Graded drawings. 

 

WEEK 15: April 13-15-17.   
Advanced subject drawing, contours and values. Graded drawing. 

 

WEEK 16: April 20-22-24.  
Advanced subject drawing cont’d. Value and dramatic poses. Graded drawing.  

Sketchbook 3 is due. 

WEEK 17 FINALS: April 30.     
Final Critique for project 3.  

Final Project (Project 3) is due.  
Critique. 

 
 
 
Supply list on next page. 
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PRATER,	Spring	2026			AFA	101		Drawing	Studio	
	
Supplies	purchased	as	a	pre-packaged	kit	from	Art	Mart	in	the	Village.	The	kit	
costs	approx	$164.	This	price	reflects	a	student	discount.		Supplies	can	be	paid	for	
on-line	using	a	credit	card	in	advance	and	then	picked	up	before	the	class	starts.		
Students	are	expected	to	have	their	supplies	on	the	second	day	of	class.			Search	“Dr.	
Prater”	to	pull	up	the	kit.	
	
ART	MART:		Phone: (765) 284-2919           https://www.artmartmuncie.net/s/shop 
	
Supplies:	
1	 Drawing	Pad,	Strathmore	400	series	or	better,		18”x24”	
1	 Newsprint Tablet 18” X 24” ---  50 pages. 
1 Sketchbook, 8.5” x 11” min., spiral bound or hardbound. 
5	 Drawing	Pencils		4H	(1),	HB	(1),	4B	(3)	 	
1	 Pencil Sharpener (pocket) 
2	 Dual	tip	Sharpie	markers	(thin	and	thick)	
2	 Pearl	Erasers	
2	 Gum	Erasers	
2	 Kneaded	Erasers	
1	 Mechanical pencil style eraser (Pentel Clic Eraser, suggested)  
1	 X-Acto	Knife	and	blades	(Classic	#11)	
1	 24”	Metal	Straight	Edge	with	cork	back	
1	 2	pack	Soft,	black	conte	crayons	
1	 2	pack	Soft,	red	sanguine	conte	crayons	
1	 2	pack	Soft,	white	conte	crayons	
3		 Stick,	compressed	charcoal	
1	 Package,	soft	vine	charcoal	sticks	 (12	sticks	per	package)	
1	 Package,	soft	vine	charcoal	stick	(1”	thick	stick)	
1		 Can	spray	Workable	Fixative	
1 Portfolio	for	carrying	up	to	22”x30”	sized	paper.	

Optional	but	strongly	suggested—		This	is	not	included	in	the	kit.	
1	Small	or	medium	plastic	art	box,	tackle	box,	tool	box	or	similar	container	with	a	locking	lid	for	
holding	drawing	supplies	(not	the	straight	edge—keep	this	in	portfolio.)	
	
1	Combination	or	Key	lock	for	a	locker.	
	
Additional	supplies,	specifically	paper	and	spray	fixative,	will	need	to	be	purchased	during	the	semester	in	
relation	to	specific	project	requirements.		Expect	to	spend	approximately	an	additional	$30	in	extra	
materials.		
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&channel=tus5&q=art+mart+muncie+phone&ludocid=11274287666644066492&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjaiJLcwP_0AhXPl2oFHZ8DDXsQ6BN6BAg8EAI
https://www.google.com/search?channel=tus5&client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Art+Mart+muncie
https://www.artmartmuncie.net/s/shop

