College of Fine Arts
School of Art

GCM 381 Color Management

Meeting time and location: MWF 11:00-11:50 am in AT185K
Instructor: Dr. Renmei Xu [REN-may SHOO]

Office: AT185D

Phone: 285-5657

Email: rxu@bsu.edu
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 12-1 pm or by appointment

I. Course Description
Focuses on the measurement, evaluation, and monitoring of colors as they are transferred through
various input and output devices. Both theoretical and practical applications will be covered with the
opportunity for students to understand the complex variables within the area of graphic
communications.

II. Prerequisite
None

III. Learning Outcomes
This course will enable students to
e Understand the importance of a color workflow;
e Understand the fundamental principles of color management;
e Explore various color management tools;
e Create and implement custom display, input, and output profiles;
e Produce accurate images for printers, presses, and websites.

IV. Course Contents

Color vision and measurement

Image and print quality

Display, input, and output profiling
Color settings in Adobe software

Soft proofing

Digital printmaking and CMYK output
Files for websites and tablets

V. Course Format
e Lectures
e Demonstrations
e Discussions
Lab activities
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Textbook
e Tom P. Ashe (2014). Color Management & Quality Output: Working with Color from Camera to
Display to Print. Routledge. ISBN 9780240821115.

Student Performance Assessment

e Students will be assessed on assignments and exams. Canvas is used to post course documents,
assignments, and grades. You should access it regularly and know how to download files, submit
assignments, and check grades.

e Grade distribution:

Assignments 120 points
Exams 70 points
Total 190 points

e QGrading scale:
>90% A >87% A- >83% B+ >80% B >77% B-  >73% C+
>70% C >67% C-  263% D+ 2>60% D >57% D- <57% F

Attendance Policy

All students are to comply with the “Class Attendance Policy” as described in the Ball State
University Undergraduate Catalog. In case of extenuating circumstances (medical condition, family
emergency, field trip, competition, etc.), you need to notify the instructor at your earliest
convenience; otherwise, late submissions will only be accepted within two weeks of due dates and
not eligible for a grade higher than C. aPlus+ will be used to take attendance, and more than three
unexcused absences will result in one grade letter downgrade.

Group Assignment Policy

Each group member is expected to participate at an equal level. If there is a disagreement, a group
can indicate the percentage of each student’s effort acknowledged by each student’s signature; in
some cases, a group can even exclude a member’s name.

Academic Ethics Policy

Academic dishonesty and plagiarism are unacceptable behaviors in an institution of learning or life.
The Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities describes the “Student Academic Ethics Policy”.
All course activities are subject to this policy. You should consult with the instructor if you are
uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment. Failure to
comply with this policy will result (at a minimum) in failing the class.

Copyright Statement

The instructor owns the copyright of course materials including test questions. Students may not
reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without the instructor’s permission. Selling or
distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or the “Information
Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities Policy”. Any violations will be referred to the
Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We



promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations
because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's
Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a
disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability

Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

XIII. Tentative Schedule
Please refer to the daily schedule posted on Canvas.
Week Monday Wednesday Friday
8/18 Introduction Color Color vision
8/25 Color vision Color measurement Color measurement
9/1 Labor Day Color reproduction Image and print quality
9/8 Test pages Exam 1 Display technologies
9/15 Display technologies Display profiling Display profiling
9/22 Display profiling Projector technologies Scanners
9/29 Scanner profiling Scanner profiling Scanner profiling
10/6 Fall break Digital cameras Camera profiling
10/13 | Camera profiling Camera profiling Color in Photoshop
10/20 | Color in Photoshop No class No class
10/27 | Color in Lightroom Exam 2 Printing technologies
11/3 Printing technologies Inkjet printing Inkjet printing
11/10 | Output profiling Output profiling Output profiling
11/17 | Output profiling Output profiling CMYK output
11/24 | CMYK output Thanksgiving break Thanksgiving break
12/1 Digital presses Digital presses Color management in
[lustrator and InDesign
12/8 Exam 3
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