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ENG 307: Fiction Writing 
RB 291 M/TH 3:30-4:45
“Like most—maybe all—writers, I learned to write by writing and, by example, by reading books.” 

~ Francine Prose

 “Life is a foggy road. You may come across anything on the road.” ~ Mehmet Murat ildan
Professor Sean Lovelace 







email: salovelace@bsu.edu


office: I am the chair of the English department so my physical office is in RB 297. Just check with me to make an appointment. 
_____________________________________________________

Required Texts: 4 BOOKS.

See canvas for your book list. 
· You will also need a writing JOURNAL, your choice of type. 

I will also have copies, electronic readings, and many short stories and flash fictions. It will also be essential to read your fellow students’ text. PDF copies will be available on Canvas. 
Additional Materials: Be sure you have pen/paper/writing device. Be sure to have a way to save and print out your work. We will work with (and on) a great deal of texts, so keep it all together. 

Course Description: Writing is an art and craft; creative inspiration blended with very hard work. In this class, we will focus on the work—reading, writing, discussing fiction, both professional examples, and our own personal writing. The goal is to develop technical ability and to define and cultivate a personal aesthetic—or, at least, do some serious thinking about it.  

A large portion of this class we concentrate on the QUEST/ROAD narrative and about PLACE/SETTING, thinking about this structural and technical idea, and writing our own quest and setting-based narratives. We will begin with the class studying basic concepts to all fiction writing, then focus on quest/road/place narratives, viewing possible quest/road/Place films, working on our own QUEST/ROAD/Place manuscript.

We will examine short stories and flash fiction, many varieties. Many of the ideas within the QUEST/ROAD concept, we will explore through practice of writing flash fiction/story drafts. 

Much of this class is student-directed. What does that mean? It means you. Students will often work in active groups. Students will present quest/road/Place novels to the class. Students will write in the class. Students will workshop. 

A part of the class will be dedicated to workshop, or peer review, of your own original fiction (knowing this, you shouldn’t submit any work that you aren’t comfortable sharing with the class). Every student is expected to thoroughly read their peers’ work, and to give thoughtful and respectful feedback. Although focusing on workshopping student stories at this time, we will continue with exercises and our discussions of published fiction as well. 

Another focus of this class will be three large concepts to ask about every story: 

Structure: What is the sequence of events, the map? Is there a method to the text, a scaffolding, or logic? A repetition? An appropriation of organic forms? Is there a conflict, a CLASH of ideas, desires, wills? Is there a structure here? What makes these words on the page more than random?

Theme: So what? Or: Does the story expand or refine our minds? Does it quicken my sense of life, giving me a new understanding? What HUMAN issue does it delve into? What is its worth? Does it make me think or question?

Language: Words are the nuts and bolts of writing. Care about words! Do we see accurate and precise word choice? Do we see figurative language? Are images created? Do we have description? Scene? Attempts at understanding specifics and verisimilitude? Do we see an intent and seriousness in the sentence, the word? 

Requirements: To become better readers, writers, students, and (hopefully) human beings, you will need to complete the following:

Original Writing: In addition to the various writing exercises, you will complete one Quest/Road/Place Narrative and several FLASH FICTIONs. 

(We will develop our AI policy as a class very soon!)
Reading: Reading is writing! We are going to read a substantial amount of books and stories. Great painters study the masters, learn their techniques, mimic them, then eventually break away into their own originality. Writing is the same. If you’re serious about developing in writing, you MUST develop in reading. Be sure to complete ALL reading assignments. We WILL have QUIZZES. 

Online Days: Occasionally, the class we will be held online, using Canvas. If a need arises, we may have an occasional class on ZOOM. 
You will read four Quest/Road/Place-related books in this class. 

Note: One of the points of reading and writing is to broaden our horizons as humans. Empathy is one purpose of literature—to understand another. In this class, we read varying viewpoints (authors and texts) and expect intellectual diversity. 

Book Club: We will read FOUR (4) complete texts throughout the semester (see your list attached). Each student will also need to add two discussion questions to the class meeting. The class will break into 4 groups, and each group will be responsible for presenting an individual text to the class. Although ALL of the students will read the books, each group will have further responsibilities. An effective presentation will be enjoyable, informative, illuminating, thought-provoking, well-organized, and well-paced. I will discuss and clarify when the time approaches. 

Workshop: You will workshop your quest narrative. In response to your evals, and after some thinking on my part, a few changes in the workshop process:

1.) We will write discussion questions for each draft. (We will discuss and practice the entire process in class.)
2.) The page length maximum for workshop is 12 PAGES for a story.

3.) I will have professional examples and teaching points relevant to the student story. 

4.) Meeting with me outside of class is not mandatory, though you may if you wish. 

Attendance/Participation: AT BSU, we are required to have an attendance policy. (See more details of attendance policy in CANVAS.)
This is not the class to miss! This is an active class (lots of graded assignments). Attendance means participation. You are required to be present in all senses of the word, genuinely involved. While active participation is essential, it is also essential that you respond respectfully, expressing differences of opinion without silencing, excluding, interrupting, or monopolizing. Failure to participate actively and frequently will hurt your grade considerably. You cannot make up in-class activities. 
Of course, sometimes life happens: we all have to miss day for something: the key is to communicate with me! And make up that day’s assignment. 
If you do miss a day, never ask me if “we did anything.” We did. Contact me or a classmate. If an assignment is due, get the work in. 

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Plagiarism:  using anyone else's (or even a chatbot’s!) ideas, words, graphics, music, or other material without giving them credit (citing the material).  If you plagiarize, you will not only be cheating yourself academically and morally, but I will immediately, the first time, remove you from the class. Those higher up will then decide if they want to remove you from the university. You have been warned, in writing. 

Artificial Intelligence. ONE of these will be our policy. We’ll decide which one:

STATEMENT ONE:

No Generative AI Use (No GenAI use permitted for any coursework):

The use of GenAI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude) for any graded work in this course is not permitted. 

All work produced and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, GenAI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.
STATEMENT TWO:

GenAI use is permitted only for specific purposes (e.g., brainstorming) or on designated assignments only, as outlined by the instructor.

At Ball State, we use GenAI to elevate human potential, not replace it. To succeed in an AI-infused world, students must balance technical skills with durable skills, lifelong abilities such as critical thinking, ethical judgment, communication, accountability, and responsible decision-making that define a Ball State graduate. Developing these durable skills requires you as students to think carefully about:

• when AI should and should not be used; 

• how to use AI responsibly;

• how to verify AI-generated information; and

• and how to remain accountable for final work.

You may use GenAI tools for some work submitted in this course. You will be informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

When in doubt, please ask me before using GenAI. You, the student, are always responsible for the content you submit, publish, share, or act upon, regardless of whether GenAI tools assisted in the process. For data security reasons, please use BSU-approved GenAI tools (e.g., BSU Gemini, NotebookLM), which support single sign
on (SSO) with BSU ID and password. Commonly used public GenAI tools carry a higher risk of data being shared externally. In contrast, when using BSU-approved GenAI tools, any data you input is protected within the BSU system. Instructors do not have access to BSU IT Center logs of GenAI tool usage, so student data shared through BSU-approved GenAI tools remain private.
Behavior: This is college. If you are going to disrupt the class (tardiness, falling asleep in class, goofing around on cell phones or laptops) and make it difficult to teach or learn, then do not take my class. I will always strive to treat you with respect. I expect you to do the same. Respect the class.

BSU ENGLISH SOCIAL MEDIA: The English Department maintains social media and Canvas community accounts. We use these channels to relay information about jobs, internships, immersive learning opportunities, alumni success stories, career ideas, cool events, great books, and literary happenings. If you're thinking about the next step after college, you should definitely follow us. 

Our very helpful website: 

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/english
BLOG: https://blogs.bsu.edu/english/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bsuenglishdepartment 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bsuenglish/
Final Grade:
Can talent be taught? Can creativity be taught? Good question, and one that has engaged theoreticians for eons. What if this was a piano class? Or I was teaching you to shoot free throws in basketball. Could I make you all great pianists or great shooters of the ball? Uh, no. But could I make you better pianists? Could I improve your shooting? YES. But only if you give the effort. Effort can certainly be graded. I grade achievement and effort. Show up! Look inside yourself and give a great effort. Complete all assignments. Meet workshop requirements. If you have any questions on how you are doing, meet with me during the semester. Successful students in this course typically demonstrate a high degree of intellectual/creative curiosity, as well as an ability to respond positively to feedback from their instructor and peers. An “A” student not only does well on written assignments but is prepared (not only has read the material, but actively brings insights into and questions about it to the class), turns in assignments on time, and contributes meaningfully and consistently to discussion.

Your final grade will be based on the following:

My grading is a very simple and objective format. Every assignment, you will receive a grade between 1-10. A missed assignment is worth 0. These grades will accumulate throughout the semester, with each aspect—participation and workshop—having a percentage.

-Participation/Assignments: In class writing/exercises/assignments/flash fiction drafts/discussion/quizzes. 60%

-Workshop: Did you turn in your story on time, and correctly? Did you read the others’ stories? Did you provide comments in class? Did you provide written feedback? Did you revise? 20%

-Book Club: Did you read the book? Did you send in two discussion questions? What is your group going to receive on your final presentation? Did each member of the group do their part? 10%

-FINAL: 10%

· My philosophy on grading is in Canvas. 

· Your current grade is always available on Canvas. If you have ANY questions about grading, just ask me. 
· XTRA Credit: The English department holds and sponsors so MANY awesome authors and speakers. When you attend these events and write up a one-page feedback, I’ll give you extra credit. 

