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1. Course description.  Reading and Special Study, HIST 450, 1-3 hours.  Topics 

for independent study and research to be chosen and investigated in 
consultation with an instructor possessing special competence in the area 
involved.  Prerequisite:  permission of chairperson.  A total of 3 hours of 
credit may be earned. 

 
2.  Course objectives. 
 

A. Knowledge objectives. 
This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to pursue topics 
in depth, thus enabling students to become more involved in their own learning. 
The specific knowledge objectives will vary, depending upon the specific 
interests of the student and professor.  
  

B. Skill objectives. 
1. Critical thinking and writing skills. A student pursuing an 

individually designed learning program--that culminates in an 
extended paper following extensive and frequent discussions with 
the professor--will enhance these skills. 

2. Values Clarification. Independent study will also enable the 
student, guided carefully by the professor toward the critical 
questions generated by the topic, to clarify their relevant values. 

3. Study and research skills. The student’s preparation for oral 
interaction with the professor and their completion of an extended 
paper will necessarily enhance these skills. 

4. Time-related skills. In consultation with the instructor, the student 
will choose a topic that enhances their ability to understand change 
and continuity over time. 

 
3.  Course rationale. 
It is important for students to have the opportunity to engage in independent 
study and research.  Studies indicate that students develop greater critical 
thinking skills when they organize material themselves and make their own 
generalizations.  This course allows students to become more involved in their 
own learning.  It also involves them more closely with faculty who are experts in 
the fields under investigation.  The tutorials are extremely fruitful for the 
intellectual development of the students and the faculty alike.   
 
4.  Course content and format. 
Course content varies depending on the topic or topics agreed upon by the 
students and instructors.  The students will do considerable reading (the amount 
depends upon the number of hours credit) and then engage in discussions with 



the instructors.  Reports and research papers will also be part of the course in 
order to sharpen critical thinking and writing skills. 
 
5. Methods of evaluating student performance. 
Evaluation will be based upon examinations, discussions, reports, and research 
papers. 
 
6. Evaluation of the course. 
 

A. Since regular evaluation procedures are not useful for independent study, 
the course will be evaluated by the instructors and students in discussions. 

 
B. The instructor also evaluates the content and format and makes revisions 

when necessary. 
 

Grading  
Attendance and Participation - 20%  
Research Project - 80%  
 

Final Grade Scale  

A = 93-100   A- = 90-92  

B+ = 87-89   B = 83-86   B- = 80-82  

C+ = 77-79   C = 73-76   C- = 70-72  

D+ = 67-69   D = 63-66   D- = 60-62  

F = 59 or below  

 

Week 1  
Initial meeting to review course expectations & requirements 
 
Week 2  
 
Week 3  
Discussion – reading #1 
 
Week 4  
Discussion – reading #2 
 
Week 5  
Discussion – reading #3 
 
Week 6  
Research Project initial pages due in Canvas by midnight EST on Wednesday 



 
Week 7  
Meeting to discuss paper draft 
 
Week 8  
Discussion – reading #4 
 
Week 9  
NO CLASS MEETINGS – SPRING BREAK 🌴 
 

Weeks 10-16 
Independent work on research project + email updates every two weeks 
 

Week 17  
Research Project (final draft) due in Canvas by midnight EST on Thursday 
 


