POLS 130 (Sec. 800): American National Government
Spring 2026
Online

Instructor:

Brandon C. Waite, Ph.D. (I prefer Dr. Waite)

E-mail: bewaite@bsu.edu

Office Hours and Location: 8:30-9:30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays

My office is not accessible without ascending or descending at least one staircase. I will
be happy to arrange an alternate meeting place, if necessary.

Virtual Office Hours:

Feel free to email me on Canvas or using your BSU email account. I check my email often
throughout the day. I do my best to respond quickly to questions regarding tests,
assignments, reading material, etc. Please include your name and the course you are in
when you email me. We can set up a Zoom or face-to-face meeting if necessary.

Course Description

This course provides an analysis of American political institutions and the major political
issues confronting the United States at the beginning of the 21% century. Our purpose is to
make connections between contemporary politics and the institutional structures found in
American democracy.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, you should be able to:
e Explain the development, structure, and content of the U.S. Constitution
e Identify and explain the structures, functions, interactions, and development of the
three branches of government
e Explain the principles and historical development of federalism in the U.S.
e Compare and contrast the powers of local, state, and federal governments
e Assess the relationship between individuals and the government with regard to
rights, liberties, and representation
e Analyze participation in the American political process including public opinion,
party identification, voting, interest group membership, and activism
e Evaluate the relationship between public policy, public opinion, and political
institutions

Textbook* and Additional Readings
Am Gov, (7™ edition, 2022). Edited by Losco and Baker. New Y ork: McGraw-Hill.

*You may use an older (used) edition of the textbook. Ask around, you might get
lucky and receive a free copy from a friend or find a discount at a used bookstore.
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Course Format

Each week, a new module will appear on the course Canvas page. These modules will
correspond with the chapters of your textbook. Each module will contain some
combination of the following: required readings, supplemental readings, PowerPoint
slides, pre-recorded lectures, a timed quiz, an assignment (e.g., a discussion board, an
essay, or a research task) and/or an exam. Don’t worry, you won’t see all of these
requirements in a single week. It is your responsibility to complete each week’s required
tasks before the due date.

Be sure to pay close attention to the course calendar and Canvas page. It should be very
easy for you to keep track of your responsibilities. Each week’s module will become visible
on Canvas on the preceding Friday. The midterm exam, as well as all assignments and
quizzes, are due on Sunday evenings by 11:59 PM. This gives you 10 days to complete
each week’s tasks. I do not accept late work.

Accommodations

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you have
emergency medical information to share with me, please make an appointment with me as
soon as possible.

Academic Integrity & Classroom Behavior
Students are expected to adhere to university guidelines as presented in the Code of Student
Rights and Responsibilities as outlined in the Student Handbook, in class and on Canvas.

Artificial Intelligence Programs (e.g., ChatGPT)

The assignments are straightforward and relatively easy to complete. There is no need to
use artificial intelligence programs (e.g., ChatGPT) to complete your work. I would
rather read your writing, however imperfect it might be, than anything produced by an Al
program. Canvas has built-in Al detection software and I’'m pretty good at spotting it on
my own. Do not use these programs to complete your tasks in this class.

Evaluation

Assignments (10) 20%
Quizzes (5) 20%
Midterm Exam 30%
Final Exam 30%
Grading Scale:

A 100% to 94%

A- <94% to 90% C+ <80% to 77% D+ <70% to 67%

B+ <90% to 87% C  <77% to 74% D <67% to 64% F Below 61%
B <87% to 84% C- <74% to 70% D- <64% to 61%

B- <84% to 80%



Course Schedule:

Week 1 January 5—11

Chapter 1: Citizenship
Canvas task due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, January 11

Week 2 January 12—18

Chapter 2: The Constitution
Canvas task due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, January 18

Week 3 January 19—25

Chapter 3: Federalism
Canvas tasks due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, January 25

Week 4 January 26—February 1

Chapter 4: Civil Liberties
Canvas task due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, February 1

Week 5 February 2—8

Chapter 5: Civil Rights
Canvas tasks due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, February 8

Week 6 February 9—15

Chapter 6: Public Opinion
Canvas task due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, February 15

Week 7 February 16—22

Chapter 8: Interest Groups
Canvas task due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, February 22

Week 8 February 23—March 1

Chapter 9: Political Parties (and Midterm Exam)
Canvas task due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, March 1.

Week 9 March 2—S8

Spring Break
Y our midterm exam must be completed by 11:59 PM on Sunday, March 8.

Week 10 March 9—15

Chapter 10: Media
There are no tasks to complete this week.




Week 11 March 16—22

Chapter 7: Political Participation
Canvas task due by 11:59 on Sunday, March 22

Week 12 March 23—29

Chapter 11: Congress
Canvas task due by 11:59 on Sunday, March 29

Week 13 March 30—April 5

Chapter 12: The Presidency
Canvas tasks due by 11:00 PM on Sunday, April 5

Week 14 April 6—12

Chapter 13: Bureaucracy
There are no tasks to complete this week.

Week 15 April 13—19

Chapter 14: The Courts
Canvas tasks due by 11:00 PM on Sunday, April 19

Week 16 April 2029

Review & Final Exam
Your online final exam must be completed by 2:00 PM on Wednesday, April 29.

Ball State University aspires to attract and retain a diverse faculty, staff, and student body.
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those
we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in
our Beneficence Pledge and university resources
http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter.
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