Development of Creative Thinking: EDPS 211 Section 802

Course Information:
Credit Hours: 3 credit hours
Fall 2025 Semester: 8/18/25 -12/12/25

Instructor: Monica L. Plantan
Department: Educational Psychology at Ball State University
Email: mlplantan@bsu.edu

Meeting Hours: Since this class is offered online, meetings can be arranged at any time by setting up
an appointment via Zoom or phone. Please email me to do so: mlplantan@bsu.edu

Course Description: Examines theories and strategies for developing creative thinking among self and
others. Analyzes factors that facilitate creativity, such as personality characteristics, process
strategies, and environmental conditions.

The course is an introductory overview of major definitions, theories, and research related to the
study of creativity and the creative individual. Class members will practice techniques for stimulating
creative thinking. Additional topics will include the assessment of creative thinking, methods for
enhancing personal creative abilities, and techniques for examining the creative process. More
specifically, the purpose of this course is to explore the curious construct of creativity by considering
the following questions:

What is creativity?

Who is creative? How might we develop creativity?

How can we support others in their creative journeys?

What relationships exist between creativity and culture?

Prerequisites: N/A

Student Learning Objectives:

This course will support students in acquiring specific content knowledge and creative thinking
strategies as they progress through the University Core Curriculum (UCC) transformations. Through a
variety of active-learning strategies (e.g., interactive lectures, journal assignments, diverse readings,
discussions, lab activities, unit concept mapping, observations), students will gain mastery of the
broad field of creativity as well as specific creative thinking strategies, enabling them to become more
intentional in the creative problem- solving process. The UCC-21 cognitive skills listed above will be
met through these course objectives.

Students will be able to:

Develop a Standard Definition of Creativity

. Identify specific ways in which creativity is important to individuals and society.
. Compare and contrast several definitions of creativity.

. Synthesize ideas to develop a definition of creativity.

. Recognize creativity requires an element of usefulness, beauty, or surprise.

. Apply specific creative thinking strategies to develop new ideas or solutions,
demonstrating core definitional principles of creativity.

Apply a Sociocultural Approach to Creativity
. Identify overarching societal factors influencing creative productivity.
. Describe why creative bursts occur in certain moments in history.
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. Explain how localized factors influence creative productivity.

. Explain Glaveanu’s model of creativity.

. Apply specific creative thinking strategies to develop new ideas or solutions, demonstrating how
cultural values may influence creativity.

Analyze the Creative Person

. Describe how cultural influences affect creative people.
. Identify and explain core characteristics of creative people.
. Explain the complex relationship between mental health and creativity.

. Apply specific creative thinking strategies to develop new ideas or solutions, demonstrating how
to develop creative personal characteristics.

Analyze the Creative Process

. Compare and contrast several conceptual models of the creative process (e.g., Creative
Problem-Solving Model, Design Thinking Model).

. Explain both the universality and individuality present in the creative process.

. Connect knowledge from the educational psychology field to the creative process to learn how
to be more creative and to teach others.

. Apply specific creative thinking strategies to demonstrate how a creative process model provides
structure for solving ill-structured problems.

Plan of Study Integration:
The course can serve as (a) an UCC Tier 1 Domain Course in Social Sciences, (b) a core course in the
Undergraduate Gifted and Talented Programs, or (c) a general elective.

As a UCC Tier 1 Domain Course in Social Sciences, EDPS 211 will address the following cognitive skills
as delineated in the University Core Curriculum guidelines:

. Cognitive Skill 1: Delineate the importance of context.

. Cognitive Skill 2: Develop strategies for reflecting upon experience.

. Cognitive Skill 3: Synthesize information from multiple sources.

Direct Alignment of EDPS 211 with UCC Cognitive Skills

Because this course serves as a UCC-Tier 1 course, specific cognitive skills must be developed and
assessed. The three rubrics below delineate the specific skills assessed in this course through the
midterm and the final exam. These are integrated into the assignment rubrics.

Cognitive Skill 1: Delineate the importance of context.

| Accomplished | Competent \ Developing | Beginning |
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Thorough, rich
description of
multiple
contextual layers
(history, time,
religion,
government, local
spaces, et al.).

A nuanced
interpretation of
how the
contextual layers
influence an
outcome or
person.

Fully supported
interpretation
with multiple
sources and
evidence.

Description of two
contextual layers
(history, time,
religion,
government, local
spaces, et al.).

A plausible
interpretation of
how the contextual
layers influenced
an outcome or
person.
Sufficiently
supported
interpretation with
sources/evidence.

Description of one
contextual layer
(history, time,
religion,
government, local
spaces, et al.).

A simplistic
interpretation of
how the how the
contextual layers
influence an
outcome or
person.

Cursorily
supported
interpretation
with
sources/evidence.

Limited
description of
one contextual
layer (history,
time, religion,
government,
local spaces, et
al.).

Lacking a
coherent
connection
between the
context and
outcome or
person.

Lacking support
for the
interpretation.

Cognitive Skill 2: Develop strategies for reflecting upon experience.

Accomplished Competent Developing Beginning
Thoroughly Connect current Connect to Cursorily connect
connect current content to current content current content to
content to previous learning personal experiences.

previous learning
and experiences.
Build in-depth
concept maps
with personal
examples and
cross-content
connections.
Critically evaluate
what was learned
(e.g., credibility,
accuracy).
Develop higher
level questions to
address gaps or
guide future
learning.

and experiences.
Build concept
maps with
personal examples
and cross-content
connections.
Evaluate what was
learned for
credibility and
accuracy.

Develop questions
to address gaps or
guide future
learning.

experiences.
Build simplistic
concept maps
with few
examples and/or
connections.
Evaluate what was
learned for
credibility or
accuracy.
Develop lower-
level and/or
unrelated
questions that
would not be
useful for future
learning.

Build concept
maps without
personal examples
and cross-content
connections.

Fails to evaluate
learning. Fails to
develop questions
that would be
useful for future
learning.

Cognitive Skill 3: Synthesizes information from multiple sources.

Accomplished

Competent |

Developing |

Beginning
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Thoroughly
incorporates
specific textual

Incorporates
specific textual
details from two

Incorporates
textual details
from two or more

Incorporates
textual details
from one source.

details from two or more sources. sources. Identifies
or more sources. Identifies Identifies surface contributions from
Identifies unique, contributions of differences one source.
primary each specific between sources. Identifies a
contributions from source. Identifies a theme.
specific sources. Identifies a potential theme Presents a
Identifies broad, narrow/ without coherent conclusion.
unifying themes. superficial theme. connections.

e Presents a * Presents a e Presents a
coherent, well- coherent conclusion with
supported conclusion or limited support.
conclusion or justification.

justification.

BSU High-Impact Practices

Ball State University seeks to provide each undergraduate student a premier educational experience.
As such, a strategic imperative, as defined by our strategic plan, is that every student will complete at
least one course that includes one of the following high-impact practices. EDPS 211 is taken early in a
students’ career and will prepare them to support high-impact practices in their future courses by
deliberately teaching creative problem solving, synthesizing across perspectives, and providing
opportunities for students to teach others what they have learned.

Course Materials:

Required Textbook: Sawyer, K. (2013). Zig Zag: The Surprising Path to Greater Creativity. Jossey-
Bass. The textbook can be purchased through Ball State’s Bookstore.
We don’t immediately start readings from the text, but please have it purchased by September 22.

Supplemental Materials: Additional readings may be assigned based on student interest. If assigned,
supplemental readings will not exceed one journal article per week or exceed one hour of digital
media review. All supplemental materials will be posted or linked on Canvas.

Course Assignments and Assessments:
Participation Journals: 40 points weekly (=70% of total grade)

Given this is an online class, participation journals (assignments) serve as class attendance and
participation. Each Monday, a class participation journal will be released and will be submitted for a
participation/attendance grade the following Monday (roughly 15 journal submissions). These
assignments are designed to encourage active engagement and reflection on course material in each
course module/session.

Within these journal submissions, you will have specific activities that are diverse in nature and
encompass a range of activities such as crafting written reflections, creating mind maps, engaging in
hands-on activities, and completing creative assignments. The journals offer independent reflection
that allow students to deepen their understanding through contemplation and application.

To guide students through this process, the instructor will provide specific instructions for each
journal entry on Canvas.

Journal submissions will be evaluated based on the following criteria from the rubric on Canvas:
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= Task Completion (20 points): All questions and tasks are completed. Depending upon the number
and types of tasks, any missing responses will count between 2-5 points each.

e Personal Expression (10 points): There are specific creative practice tasks throughout the
journal. These points are awarded for evidence of sharing your own perspective, for embedding a
part of yourself into your responses.

* Response Thoroughness (10 points): Every aspect of the question is addressed, and the response
includes textual or contextual evidence of deep thinking and connections.

Final Project: 300 points (=30% of total grade)

In this culminating assessment, you will apply the creative thinking strategies developed throughout
the semester to design and implement a learning experience for others in your chosen discipline. This
project consists of four main components:

1. Strategy Selection: Choose and justify one or more creative thinking strategies from the course
that you believe will be most effective in your field.

2. Learning Experience Design: Create a detailed plan for a creative thinking workshop, exercise, or
activity tailored to your discipline. Include objectives, format, duration, materials, and activities.

3. Implementation: Carry out your designed experience with a small group of participants from your
field or a related area. Document this.

4. Reflection and Evaluation: Analyze the effectiveness of your learning experience, gather
participant feedback, and reflect on how this project has contributed to your own creative
development and its potential impact in your discipline.

Your final submission will include a comprehensive report documenting all four components,
demonstrating your ability to apply course concepts and promote creative thinking in a real-world
context. An assessment rubric for this project is included on Canvas.

Grading Scale and Late Assignment Policy:

Grading Scale:
94-100% A 80-83 | B- 67-69 D+
90-93 A- 77-79 | C+ 64-66 D
87-89 B+ 74-76 | C 61-63 D-
84-86 B 70-73 | C- Below 61% | F

Assignment Submission: All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc
or .docx unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description. Canvas does not interface with .pages or
Google docs. Assignments, unless otherwise specified, should be submitted using the assignment link in the
module.

Late Assignments: Assignments are due the date and time posted in the syllabus. Assignments that are turned
in late within the week of the due date will be graded with a 10% deduction; 20% deduction when turned in
within two weeks. Assignments submitted beyond the 2-week window will receive 0 points. Please contact the
instructor prior to the due date if you need an extension due to medical or other circumstantial reasons.
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COURSE SCHEDULE

Week Topic Activities Due Dates
Week 1 Introduction & Defining Welcome Module Journal 1
8/18/25 Creativity Creativity Scavenger Hunt Due
Torrance Circle Activity 8/25/25
Instructor video on defining creativity
Optional “deeper dive” resources
Week 2 “Little c” Creativity Short film - Alike Journal 2
8/25/25 PBS film - Myth of the Tortured Artist Due
“Art Before Breakfast” task 9/2/25
Creativity Tracking
Optional “deeper dive” resources
Week 3 “Big C” Creativity Instructor video - Big C Creativity Journal 3
9/2/25 Abstract - episode of choice Due
Creator Analysis Lab 9/8/25
Week 4 Macro Sociocultural Factors Instructor video Journal 4
9/8/25 Influencing Creativity Wabi Sabi Lab Due
Renaissances 9/15/25
Week 5 Micro Sociocultural Factors PBS film - Should art be publicly Journal 5
9/15/25 Influencing Creativity funded? Due
Catmull - Pixar’s Culture 9/22/25
Phil Hansen’s TED Talk
Constraints Lab
Week 6 The Creative Person The Good Immigrant chapter Journal 6
9/22/25 Csikszentmikalyi - Paradoxes of Creative | Due
People chapter 9/29/25
PBS film - The Truth of the Tortured
Artist
Week 7 The Creative Process Ron Johnson’s Precautionary Tale Journal 7
9/29/25 Observation Lab Options Due
Zig-Zag - Introduction pp 1-18 10/8/25
October 6-7 | Fall Break No classes
Week 8 Choosing Creativity: Zig-Zag - Chapter 1 pp. 19-48 Journal 8
10/8/25 ASK Ernesto Sirolli - TED Talk Due
Empathy in design thinking 10/20/25
Week 9 Choosing Creativity: Zig-Zag - Chapters 2 & 3 pp. 49-100 Journal 9
10/20/25 LEARN & LOOK Remixing Lab Due
10/27/25
Week 10 Choosing Creativity: SCAMPER Lab Journal 10
10/27/25 PLAY & IDEATE Zig-Zag - Chapters 4 & 5 pp. 101-152 Due
11/3/25
Week 11 Choosing Creativity: Metaphor Lab Journal 11
11/3/25 FUSE Zig-Zag - Chapter 6 pp. 153-172 Due
11/10/25
Week 12 Choosing Creativity: Storyboard Lab Journal 12
11/10/25 CHOOSE & MAKE Zig-Zag - Chapters 7 & 8 pp. 173-214 Due
11/17/25
Week 13 Building Creative Learning Ken Robinson - TED Talk Journal 13
11/17/25 Opportunities Developing Creative Ability in Others - Due
Strategy Choice and Plan 11/24/25
Weeks 14 & Implementing Creative Strategy Implementation Workshop Journal
15 Learning Opportunities 14/15
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11/24/25 Due
12/1/25

November Thanksgiving Recess No classes

26-30

Finals Week | Final Reflection: Final Project Project

12/8/25 Metacognition Metacognitive Reflection Due
12/8/25

This course schedule is subject to change.

Course Statements and Policies:
Participation Policy:

According to BSU policy, a student’s official course program is regarded as a contract with the
university. Attendance in online courses is defined by active participation in class, rather than
physical presence. The course should have substantive, weekly, faculty-led interactions. Timely
submissions should be required so that courses are not self-paced. This course is designed with
this policy in mind.

In this online class, logging into Canvas, engaging with the content of each learning module, and
submitting participation journals serve as class attendance and participation. It is expected that
students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time outside of class for every one hour in
class. Therefore, students should schedule approximately 2.5 hours a week to serve as class
time in addition to roughly 5 additional weekly hours to complete outside of class activities,
just as required for an in-person class.

Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates.
Veterans and student service members with special circumstances or who are activated are encouraged to

notify the instructor as soon as possible and are encouraged to provide Activation Orders.

Freedom of Expression:

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity,
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we
treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and
respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s
Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage,
and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

During any online discussion board posts, personal and professional respect is the norm. Focus on
the content of discussions. You are always welcome to disagree with the professor or fellow
students, but please maintain respect for all class members.

Confidentiality is paramount. Online discussion posts must remain confidential within the class.
No class material should be shared outside of class.

Adhere to the Beneficence Pledge.

Feedback and Grade Statements:

| will respond to emails from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during
weekdays (Monday-Friday). | do not monitor email on weekends or holidays.

| will read every discussion post, but | will not always personally comment directly on the
discussion board.

| will provide feedback on all assignments within 5 business days of submission.

Appropriate evaluation and feedback related to your academic performance is an integral part of
the learning experience. My intent is always to be fair in all evaluative components. Grade
concerns should always start with the teaching professor; please contact me directly if you have
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questions or concerns about any content, assignments, or feedback. For information concerning
grade appeals, consult the BSU website.

Use of Generative Al Policy:

As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative Al tools to complete
your assignments is a violation of Ball State's Academic Ethics Policy unless the Al use is explicitly
approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an Al
program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where Al use is permitted,
faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of those guidelines will be considered
an Academic Ethics Policy violation.

In this course, the following guidelines apply:

e When a generative Al model is used in the drafting of your assignment, the use of Al must be
disclosed and cited.

e When Al is cited, you must include the specific methods of how, when, and to what extent Al
was used. You will be required to upload the full output of the Al as supplemental material.

e When quoting or reproducing Al-generated text, it is recommended to include the prompt and
output in the text or an appendix.

e You are responsible for the quality and accuracy of your work. Therefore, you should critically
evaluate Al-generated content, just as you would approach any internet source.

By following these guidelines and applying critical thinking, you can harness the potential of Al as a
research tool while avoiding its potential pitfalls. Al should be seen as a supplementary tool to
enhance your creative process, not a substitute for it. Applying your own critical thinking allows you to
harness the potential of Al without relying on it, and practicing your own analytical and writing skills
will ensure quality work and personal voice in your writing.

In short, use Al as a supportive tool rather than a replacement for skills.

University Policies:
Diversity Statement:

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome,
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge.

Disability Statement:

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote
a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of
a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services
Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on
file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at
765-285- 5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Ball State Academic Ethics Policy:

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an
institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility
and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State
University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of
academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on

Page 8


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity

understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic
dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the
University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Plagiarism Policy

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work
independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.

Potential Violations
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
o Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
e Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
e Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
e Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
e Fraudulent submission of work.
e Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
e Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
e Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
e Soliciting others to complete work for you.
e Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.

Plagiarism Detection: The instructor may use electronic means to verify the originality of student work
if plagiarism is suspected.

Academic Support Services:
The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to
use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on
your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to
www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week;
however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State.
Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an
appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on "Navigate” in the Additional Tools Section, or just go
directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the
appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning
Center.

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an Sl leader for your course, that
person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006.

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep,
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through The Basic Needs Hub. The basic
needs hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a
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supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about
resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

Canvas Accessibility

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid
to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible
content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited
customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the
Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the
Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

Technology and Technical Help

Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. BSU
provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or
incomplete work. If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. The helpdesk
can be contacted at: 765-285-1517 or online at https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk

FERPA and Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your
records will not be released without your written and signed consent.

Counseling Center

Prioritizing self-care and your mental health are important. As people and as students, you may
experience a range of situations that prevent you from optimizing your learning. These may include but
are not limited to: high levels of stress, anxiety, loss of motivation, feeling down, strained relationships,
drug/alcohol problems. The counseling center offers free, confidential mental health services. Contact
(765) 285-1736 or stop into Lucina Hall, Room 320 https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter

Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line
is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including
thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.

Other Resources

For after-hours crisis/emergency services, call 911 or University Police @ 765-285-1111 to get immediate
assistance.
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